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me Ne DEATHS. 

At Newchwang, North China, on the 27th ult, 
ANDREW P. Harper, Jr., Commissioner, I. M. Cus- 
! fe Kad ; [1922 

_ Caartes Str. GEORGE CLEVERLY, late Sarveyor- 
Gerieral of Hongkong (by telegram from England.) 
i ‘ 18589 
-.At Shanghai, on the 6ih July, 1897, F. M. 
Sampaio, uged 45 years. 
-At Kiukiang, on the 10th August, 1897, GEorGE 


. R. Unperwoop, M.B. - 


_. At Kobe, on the 16th inst., Joun GREER WALsz, 
after.a short’ illness, in the sixty-ninth year of his 
Agee 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


per P. &-O. steamer Rohilla, on the 20th August 


’ (28 days) ; the American mail of the 27th July 
_arriyad,-per O. & O. steamer Doric, on the 24th 
- . August (28 days); the Canadian mail of the 
Qnd August arrived, per C. P. steamer Empress- 


Boon of-India, on the 24th August (22 days); an 


- that post 


the German mail of the 26th July arrived, per 
N. D.L: steamer Prinz Heinrich, on the 25th 


August (30 days). 


““- EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


“The Kostroma, which artivel at Nagasaki on 


_ the 14th Aug. from Odéssa, brought three large 

- - boxes containing gold and silver ware, which are 

* gaid tobe presents from the Czar to their 1m- 
~ ‘perial Japanese Majesties.—Shipping List. « 

“Phe Queen has approved the appointment of 

“. Me. H. G.-O, Bax-Ironside, now Second Secre- 

.. tary_at- Washington, to be Secretary to Her 


“Majesty's Legation at Peking, in-tho place of 
Mr. Clarke Thornhill, who will not proceed to 


> AND 


HONGKONG, THURSDAY, -26rH AUGUST, 1897. i 


7th instant, Censor Li Nien’s impeachment of 
the Viceroy of the Kwang provinces and the 
Governor of Kwangtung for allowing their 
jurisdiction to be over-run by bandits, has 
fallen flat owing to the looseness of many of the 
Censor’s statements.—China Gazette. 


The Committee of the Shanghai Chamber of 
Commerce intends, it is reported, to protest 
against the new schedule enforced on the P. & 
O. Go. by the General Post (ice, London, by 
which Monday will. be the English mail-day at 
Shanghai, so that the Saturday half-holiday and 
the Sunday holiday will.be grievously inter- 
fered with. 


Information has been received at Nagasaki, 
we learn from tho Shippiny List, to the effect 
that the Government will at once undertake 
the revision of the law for the enconragement 
of the direct export of raw silk. The law in its 
present form comes into force in April next. 
A bill for the above purpose will be submitted 
to the Diet at its next sossion. 


A Madrid telegram to the Manila Comercio 


| states that the royal decree imposing a new 


Customs tag in the Philippines has been signed. 
The new a consists of six per cent. ad v 
alorem on all national merchandise and the 
same on foreign: merchandise. The new tax 
will apply to all goods leaving their port of 
origin after the publication of the decree. 


The dimensions of the opium problem in 
Formosa do not appear to be as formidable as 
was anticipated. According to the latest 
returns, the total number of Licensed smokers 
is only 6,796, namely, 2 of the‘Ist class, 118 of 
the second, and 6,676 of the third. Six thousand 
seven hundred and ninéty-six is a small fraction 
of three million inhabitants. —Japan Mail. 


The N.C. Daily News of the leth August 
has the following in reference to the recently 
concluded loan:—We learv on good suthority 
that the Jameson- Hooley Syndicate have signed 
a preliminary contract with the Chinese Go- 
vernment for a loan of sixteen million pounds 
sterling at 5 per cent. in consideration of which 
they have been given the construction of im- 
portant railway lines in the Empire. ‘The sole 
representative of the Jameson-Hooley Syndi- 
cate is Mr. K. Frosell, who-arrived from Eng- 
land in the Rosctta on Wednesday. and who 
proceeds to Peking to-day to ratify the contract. 
No one but Mr. Frosell bas authority to enter 
into any transactions in the Far East on behalf 
of the syndicate, no matter of what nature they 
may be. 


As the period for mixed residence is approach- 
ing, says the Japan Mail, some foreign mer- 
chants in Japan are considering the feasibility, 
of establishing various factories in the interior. 
Messrs. Samuel, Samuel & Co., of Yokobama, 
will, it ig said, establish a big Cotton Spinning 
Mill at no distant date, and the same tirm also 
intend to purchase a lot of ground at Nagasaki. 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., of Yokohama, 
will likewise establish a large Silk Spinning 
Factory, containing 100,000 spindles, in the 
vicinity of Odawara, by the time revised treaties 
come into operation, The Japan Times also 
gives publicity to a report to tho offect ‘that 


.Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. are about to 


establish a cotton: factory of 10,000 spindles, 
near Kanagawa Fort, Yokohama. - 


land Grade Report. 


Judging by a brief Tmperial decree, dated} A report in the 


-ties in their dirty state. 


No. 9. 


that Liu ‘Laotai is in receipt of a despatch from ~ 


the Tsungli Yamen informing him that the ; 


Notherlands Minister at Peking haz addressed 
the Yamen to the effect that Chinese doctors 
avill bo admitted to a conference, abont to be 
held to devise the best means of preventing and - 
curing plague. “Lhe, Taotai is instrneted to 
notify all Chinese doc ors of the fact, and to for- 
ward to Peking the names of any intending to 
attend the conference. : ; 


In the capital of Visayas, we read in the local 
papers, Mr. James Macleod’s return from the 
interior of the province was impatiently awaited 
in order to hear the result of that gentleman’s 
exnmination respecting the proposed railway 
to run from Iloilo through the proviuco touch- © 
ing at allthe more important towns. We sea 
this with mnch pleasure, as it affords an assur- 
anco that the examination will have been in- 
telligently conducted and that the project is a 
fact.—Manila Comercio. 


The prospectus has been issned at Shanghai 
of a Company to be called “The Shanghai 
Feather Cleaning Company, Limited,” which is : 
to be registered under the provisions of the 
German law relating to companies, the liability 
of members to be limited to the amount of their 
shares. The capital is to be Tlg- 150,000, 
divided into 300 shares at T]s. 500 each, with 
power to increasé. The Mercury says:—We 
have not the least doubt that it will be a money 
making concern, as feathers can be obtained in 
China and all over the Far East at very cheap 
rates, and are sent home in rather large quanti. 
Over 32,000 piculs of 
feathers, valued at about Tis. 6.69 -per picul 
were shipped away from and through Shanghai 
during last year. We also notice that abont — 
47.01) piculs were exported from Kowloon, and _ 
21,780 from Wuhu.? So if these figures alone 
are looked into it can easily be seen that this 
new concern is likely to prosper. 


A monument has recently been erected at 
Chemulpo, Korea, to the victims of the- terrible 
Edyar disaster, It stands on the shoulder of © 
the English Consulate hill just outside the wall 
of the compound, and is one of the most pro- 
minent objects to catch the eye on approaching 
or landing at the Customs Bund. The monn- 
ment is of Japanese marble, very dark - 
grey in colour, and is composed of three bases ~ 
and an obelisk die. The lower base is seven 
feet square, the die is six feet high, and the 


-whole monument rises about eleven feet above. 


the ground. It: weighs, approximately, fifteen 
tons, and mueb difficulty was experienced in’ 
conveying it to its present lofty and command-’ | 
ing situation. ' It bears the following inscrip-* 
tion:—" Erected to the memory of 48 petty 
officers and men of H.M.S. Edgar, who lost 
their lives by the foundering of the sailing -. 
pinnace ‘off Rose Island, Nov. 13, 1895,:. 
Erected by the officers and crew of H.M.S.-- 
Edgar.” 
names of the unfortunate men who lost their”. 


lives in the terrible disaster, of whom the body == 


of only one was ever given up by the -sea.:- 
At the present time there hangs .on the obelisk - 
a wreath of evergreen placed there by. the: 

sailors of the U.S.8, Machias last Decoration day .-. 
—a fresh tribute of the sorrow and: lasting - 
sympathy felt by Americans, in common with © 


other nations, for our English brethren ‘in 


hanghai native papers states: >.-- 


The obelisk is inscribed with the-. 


their great calamity — Korean Hepository. | 


some cuscs of contagious disease, such as the 


+7? With regard to junks the system of inspec- 
- ; 


* boarding’ officers would be in effect Sanitary 


~ be thrown upon the Police. 


".. second place, it would at times expose the 
~* Jaw: 


~ each individual passenger would be willing 
’ ‘officer not to report the case. If this work 


" eases of infectious disease on board is to be 


_ undertaken at all men of a superior 
class must be appointed for it, and 
as imen of a superior class usually 


’.. » demand superior salaries the saving by not 
- small, ifany. If a non-medical man were 


_~ of some -value, the system could not be 
_- regarded as corresponding in point of 
-. effectiveness with. that in force at home, 
*-pecause the conditions are different. 
“-'an English port a trained and responsible 
. Customs officer boards a ship commanded 
> by-an ‘intelligent European or American 


_ <j. true, Information, — and — 
=. conditions 
=. arriying. at the facts, but the word 


“MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SHIP- 
rete PING. 


"Phe: Sanitary Board at its meeting on 
- Thursday arrived at a decision which will 
- entail on shipping most of the alleged dis- 


_advantages’ attending medical inspection 
-while only partially realising the undoubted 


. advantages of that system. Instead of hav- 


_ing every vessel boarded by a medical 
officer before communicating with the shore 


~* the baarding is to be effected by an officer 


‘without medical training, who, if he has 
reason to suspect that there is any in- 
-fections or contagious disease on board, 


’ will have to find the Health Officer and re- 
_ portto him, and a ship may thus be detained 


for many hours, possibly only to find that 
arash which the boarding officer suspected 
might possibly be smallpox was only an 
“aggravated form of prickly heat. In the 


** Jong run the loss and delay to shipping 


“would be less by having the inspection 
made in the first instance by a doctor 
‘instead of a layman, and the difference to 
the public would be merely the difference 
in cost between the salary of a profes- 


* .” gional man and that of a non-professional 


man. - The Sanitary “Board has proceeded 


“on the lines of miking the practice here 


-correspond with the practice prevailing at 
home, where the visit of the medical officer 
is dependent upon the report made by the 
Customs boarding officer. As regards 


- . fereign ships, that might easily be done and 
_. the system might prove effective: The delay 


to shipping might in some cases be a little 
‘ more than if the boarding officer were a 
_ medical man and the cost to the Govern- 
‘ment might be a little Jess, but the arrange- 
ment would no doubt prevent the landing of 


cases of smallpox brought up with WuL- 
Lison’s Circus and which were distributed 
amongst t# European hotels of the .colony. 


tion by a mwon-medical man might also be 
attended with some! advantages if honest 
meh could be found to do the work. The 


Inspectors afloat and they might be as useful 
‘in the discovery of cases of disease ns are 
‘the Sanitary Iuspectors ashore. We are 
surprised, however, that the Hon. F. H. 
May should suggest that this work should 
In the first 
place, it is not Police work, and in the 


men engnged in it’to even greater tempta- 
tion than does the working of the gambling 
. If a junk with fifty passengers 
-arrived. with a case of smallpox on board 
the ;captain on behalf of the owners and 


_ to pay a liberal bribe to the boarding 


of boarding junks to,ascertain if there are 


having a medical man would probably be 


appointed, although he might do work 


In 


‘captuin under legal obligation to give 
under — such 
trouble in 


there .is/-no 
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of a Chinege junkmaster would: not be 


worth much either as to the existence of | question. 


disease on board his hoat or at the port of 
departure. Moreover, vessels arriving -in 
England are mostly provided with bills of 
health from their Jast port ; Chinese junks 
have no document of that kind to show to 
‘the boarding officer. Probably the majority 
of the Board would say that they did not 
contemplate that the boarding officer should 
exercise such important functions as we have 
suggested above. We cannot suppose, how- 
ever, that their suggestion is that a boarding 
officer should go on board ships merely for 
show and not do anything; but if he has to 
do anything at all his functions at once be- 
come important. Our own impression is 
that neither the mover nor seconder had 
formed a correct appreciation of {the real 
meaning of their resolution, 

The matter will probably be referred by 
the local Government to the Colonial Office 
and by the latter to its professional advisers, 
There can be little question as to what the 
decision will be, for it must be clear, we 
think, toany intelligent and impartial reader, 
that Dr. Cuark is the only participant. in 
the discussion who has a thorough grasp of 
the subject. .We do not propose-to refer to 
Dr. Jorpay’s long report, which seems suffi- 
ciently disposed of by Dr, CLarx’s reply. 
There are, however, some statements made 
by the President that seem to call for remark 
and which, it correctly reported, will cause 
the authorities at home some astonishment. 
How.any similarity can be suggested between 
medical inspection as it prevails at home and 
the functions discharged in Hongkong by the 
boarding officer of the Harbour Depart- 
ment entirely passes our comprehension., The 
only mention made of the boardin 
officer in our local quarantine regula- 
tions is in connection with  veasels 
already in quarantine ; he has no authority 
to order a veasel into quarantine on his own 
responsibility. In article 2 of the local 
quarantine regulations it is provided that a 
ship having at the time of arrival or having 
had during the voyage any contagious 
disease on board shall fly the quarantine 
flag and shall remain in quarantine until 
released by the Heath Officer. There may 
have been deaths on board, but if the 
master says he did not know they were 
from 4 contagious disease, that is deemed a 
sufficient excuse for his not flying the quaran- 
tine flag, and the passengers are at liberty 
to land forthwith, as in the cases of 
smallpox brought up with WILLIson’s 
circus, and, it may be, before the visit 
of the boarding officer. The result is that 
very few vessels go into quarantine 
except those which carry a surgeon, a 
class of vessels for which quarantine re- 
gulations are the least necessary, as all 
proper precautions as to isolation, etc., have 
presumably been taken on board, Dr’ 
ATKINSON says also in his winute that the 
regulations of the Local Government Board 
refer only to infected ships and those 
suspected of being infected and not to all 
shipping. The regulations apply to “any 
“ship from foreign.” Nor are the functions 
of the Customs officer who boards the 
ship confined to asking the question 
“Has any case or suspected case of 
“cholera, yellow fever, or plague occurreil 
“during the voyage?” as Dr. ATKINSON 
suggests; he is ‘‘ to ascertain, so far as possi- 
“ble, whether such ship is infected,” and 
although he would ordinarily, in the absence 
of suspicious circuntstances, accept the word 
of the niaster on that point, it is evident 


from the term “ascertain so far as possible”’ - 


th:.t a responsibility is thrown on him which 
would not in all cases be considered _ad-. 


pee 


equately discharged by perf 
Furthermore, : 
cover a wider field than “ 
“fever, or plague,” for article 20 
that ‘“‘when.a ship is not ascerta 


So 
— 
oO: 
bay} 


in certain cases to compel the return 
of the passengers, would be invalu- 
able. As to the effect on shipping, both 


steamers and junks, it seems to us that the 
medical inspection ofall vessels on arrival, - 
which would entail very small delay and 
infinitesimal éost, would be preferable to 
Dr. ATKINSON’s suggestion of proclaiming 
infected every port.at which contagious dis- 
ease was known to exist, proceeding which 
is calculated to excite alarm elsewhere and 
lead, in the Philippines for instance, to the 
imposition of rigorous and quite unnecessary 
quarantine for, it may be, fifteen days, 


THE HEALTH OFFICER OF THE 
PORT. : 


sees 
The suggestion that Dr. JonDAN’s assistanr . 
should be appointed Deputy Health Officet 
of the Port is not a solution of the existing 
diffigulty that is calculated to commend 
itself to the Government. Such a precedent 
as this would establish would be most -un. 
desirable and calculated to impair the effi- 
ciency of the public service. Ifthe Health 
Officer of the Port is to be allowed to make 
private arrangements with an assistant to do 
his work for him why should not other 
Government servants be allowed the same 
privilegé? Ifthe principle were admitted 
we might conceivably have one set of offi- 
cials drawing the emoluments of the offices 
and another set of men, selected without 
reference to the Government, doing the work, 
on terms dependent upon a private arrange- 
ment between themselves and the titular 
holders of the offices. In effect, however, it is 
only officials whoare allowed private practice 
who would have any inducement to appoint 
deputies, and fortunately the number of such 
officials in Hongkong has been reduced to 
the Health Officer of the Port and 
the Crown Solicitor. It would hardly, we 
think, be suggested that the latter should. 
be allowed to delegate his official. functions 
to an assistant appointed by himself, nor 
does it seem consonant with sound policy 
that the Health Officer should be allowed to 
do so. The scandal that has arisen at Shang- 
hai in connection with an appointment 
made .on this principle is suggestive of 
reasons why the same course should not 
be adopted in Hongkong. Every one would 
of course very much regret if the interests 
of Dr. JorpDAN and the interests of the. 
public were found incompatible, but in such 
case there can be no question as to which - 
should prevail. If Dr. Jorpan finds that 
his private practice is:so large as to prevent. 
his personally giving the necessary attention 
to his official duties he should be asked 
to make his selection between¥evoting his 
whole time to the public service at’ an in- 
creased remuneration or receiving compensa-. 


tion in the form of. pension or otherwise, . 


as“might be arranged. Dr. JorDAN by the. _ 
terms of his engagment is entitled:to‘private. ~ 
practice, and in proposing: any-~ alteration. ~ 
of those terms, or in effecting any reorganisa- 
qien of the office that might lead to Dr 


mr crs tezipaie edad 


August 26, 1897.) 


JoRDAN’s retiring, he would of course be en- 


“titled to very Jiberal treatment at the hands 


_ should be readjusted. 


_ “present. 


' 


*-sufficient hospital accommodation for the 
‘European community would soon be sup- 


- Board of Trade patients, and the Board’ 
of Trade -pays the charges. 
so’ the Board of Trade might very appro- 
-priately -have its attention drawn to the fall 
in exchange and be invite: to pay in ster- 
ling, say 5s. a day at the current rate of ex- 
'. change. 
“fndulgence: from: the home Government in 


“accommodation ina general ward than he 


- & destitutes of all classes receive the same for 


the'same attention and medical comforts as 
“first-class patients, the only difference being 
‘that they are lodged in a couifhon instead 


of the Government. The time has apparent- 
ly arrived, however, when itis essential that 
the Health Officer of the Port should devote 
his whole time to the duties of his office and 
when-the relationship in which he stands to 
the’ Medical. and Sanitary Departments. 
The Sanitary Board 
suggests: that the change should not 
be made until a successor has to be 
appointed to Dr, JorDAN in ordinary course, 
but that gentleman seems good for an in- 
definite length of service yet and if the 
Sanitary Board’s view be adopted it may be 
twenty years or more before the change 
can bé effected. It seems quite impossible, 
however, that the present conditions can be 
allowed to continue for any considerable 
length. of time, as with the growth of the 
trade of the port: the inconvenience and 
friction ‘will increase year by. year. A 
change will have to be made sometime 
and we cannot see that any future time 
would be more favourable than the 


THE CIVIL HOSPITAL AND PRI-° 


VATE PAYING PATIENTS. 


dass SER eee 

In his report for 1897 Dr. Ayres, the late’ 
Colonial Surgeon, speaking of the Civil 
Hospital, says:—‘‘In this hospital a first 
“glass paying patient can obtain accom- 
“ modation, medical attendance, nursing 
“by European Sisters of the first class 
“who -have been trained for tive years 
‘in the London Hospital, food and 
“ medical comforts, including wine and 
“spirits of the best brand, for $5 per 
“‘dieni, while in the first-class hotels in this 
“city he cannot get accommodation alone 
“équal'to that he receives in the hospital 
‘for:810 per diem ; and an ordinary seaman 
“ receives.similar attendance, food, medical 
“comforts with stimulants in all respects 
‘‘similar to a first class patient, with better 


“ean procure outside, for $1, less than he 
“would have to pay in the lowest class 
*thotel for. accommodation only; while 


“nothing.” ; This isa state of affairs which 
appears to call for some consideration on the 
part of the Government and the community. 
As to destitutes, there is nuthing to be said ; 
they must of course be sttended to at the 
public expense. We cnnnot, however, see 
any-ground for making lirst class patients 
the recipients of public charity, that is, 
supplying them with accommodation, attend- 
ance, and medical comforts at the cost of 
the ratepayers. If the Civil Hospital is to 
continue to receive paying patients the 
charges* should be sufficient to cover the 
cost, at all cventsin the case of first class 
patients, who, asarule, can well afford to 
pay. Ifthe: Government ceased this com- | 
petition with private practitioners we believe 


pee by private enterprise, as it has in part 
een supplied already. With regard to the 
seamen mentioned by Dr. Ayres, who receive 


. | . . 
of a.private ward, these are, we understand, 


If this is 


The colony never receives any’ 
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the matter of exchange, and we fnil to see 


why it should be the loser when a payment 
has to be made by the Imperial Government 
to the colony. 

Concerning the nurses at the Civil Hos- 
pital, Dr. AYRrs writes as follows :—“ For 
“the nursing staff of Sisters, whose services 
“are generally acknowledged and so much 
“ appreciated, ladics who are received with 
“pleasure into the best suciety, the eolony 
“3s indebted to Dr, AvkKINSON, Whose know- 
“edge of the nursing institutions at home 
“enabled us to procure them soon after his 
“appointment as Superintendent. ‘They 
‘have earned the respect and good-will of 
“the whdle colony and with a slight in- 
“crease to their staff have, through the 
“ Matron (Miss Easrmonp), undertaken the 
tuition of nurses for the public benefit. 1 
“cannot speak with too high respect of the 
“untiring and noble work they have done 
“ during the heavy troubles that have lately 
“ fallen on this Colony, and Iam happy to 
“think that it has received suitable recogni- 
“tion by the Government and special re- 
“ cognition by the general public.” With this 
admirable nursing staff and the excellent 
accommodation provided at the Civil Hospi- 
tal it is not surprising that that institution 
should be largely availed of by first-class 
paying patients, expecially bachelors, who 
cannot obtain anything like the same com- 
fort and attention in their own quarters. It 
must be admitted, too, that hospital accom- 
mouation for this class should be provided 
by some means, and that the Civil Hospital 
has in the past admirably supplied the re- 
quirement. The colony, however, is grow- 
ing, the demands on the hospital asa charit- 
able institution are constantly increasing, 
dnd the time seems to have arrived when 
it might be possible an: expedient to 
establish a self-supporting institution for the 
accommodation ot that class of the com- 
munity from whom the paying patients at 
the Government Civil Hospital are drawn. 


—————— 
EXCHANGE AND OFFICIAL 
. SALARIES, 
t+ > 
i, 

The Hongkong and Shanghai Bank docs 
not stand alone in looking upon the decline 
of silver as notan unmixed evil. It isan 
ill wind that blows no one good, and the 
cutting blasts to which silver has recently 
been exposed have proved very profitable to 
those happily cireumstanced individuals 
who draw their pay in sterling at current 
rates or are entitled to exchange compensa- 
tion. ‘hese, including naval, military, and 
civil officers and the employés of various 
home companics that pay in sterling, 
form a considerable section of the popu- 
lation, aud they rise vach morning with 
renewed hope that exchange may drop 
another point and give them so many more 
dollars—to add to their rapidly grow- 
ing bank account, if they are of a 
saving disposition, or to spend if they are 
so inclined. When the fall takes place 
their faces beam accordingly, their satisfac- 
tion no doubt being enhanced by contem- 
plation of the sad plight of those who are 
wholly dependent on silver. When they 
have to turn their money into sterling of 
course things cqualise themselves, but so 
long as the bulk of their expenditure is in 
the colony the decline in exchange is all in 
their favour, for although, comparing one 
ten. year period with another, a small 
advance in prices may be observed, there is 


no appreciable difference from month to | 


month in the cost of living, amd the protit 
resulting from 
so much clear gain to those whose in- 
comes are in sterling. ‘The civil servants 


the fall in exchange is | 


159 


who are entitled to exchange compensa: - 
tion draw half: their salaries at the 
rate of 3s. to the. dollar. When the 
current rate of exchange was 2s, to the 
dollar the exchange compensation there 
fore meant an inerease of twenty-five per - 
cent. on the nominal amount of their — 
salaries, and a fall to 1s, 101. increases that 
to thirty-two per cent. Very different is the 
position of the unfortunate employés of the 
Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs Service, 
whose cause has recently been espoused by 
the N. C. Daily News. These gentlemen 
have to bear the burden of exchange with- 
out any assistance whatever; they receive 
no exchange compensation nor have their 
salaries been augmented, : Most commercial 
firms have had to increase their scale of pay 
more or Jess within the last ten years and in 
some few cases have followed the example of 
the Hongkong Government in giving ex- 
change compensation. The Japanese Govern- 
ment has also given exchange compensation 
to its foreign employés. ‘The members of the 
Chinese Customs Service therefore remain 
practically the only class of employés, 
public or private, who have not received 
some consideration in view of the fall in 
exchange, and their case isso much the ~ 
harder in comparison with that of the 
Hongkong Public Serviee inasmuch as they. 
receive io pension, but are expected to 
make provision for their retirement out of 
their salaries and the fixed bonus to which 
they become entitled periodically, which is 
also paid in silver. The Hongkong public 
servant has his future provided for at the 
public expense, in the shape of a liberal 
pension paiil in sterling, and in the event of 
his death before reaching pension age his 
wife and familys if he is a married man, re- 
ceive an allowance from the Widows and 
Orphans’ Fund. If he is a prudent man 
he will supplement this by effecting an 
insurance on his life, but beyond that there 
is no special obligation upon him to save 
anything out of his salary, the only risk to 
whieh he is exposed being such as may result 
from his own misconduct entailing dismissal. 
The granting of exchange compensation 
was, we think, an equitable act on the 


parf of the Government, -but, except 
in the few eases in which a man 
‘wishes to remit more than half the 
amount of his salary, it must be 


recognised that the allowance has been 
made on a fairly liberal scale. The 
Customs employés, however, who are 
expected to save out of their salaries a 
capital sum sufficient to yield an adequate 
income on their retirement, are in distinctly 
hard ease, for their savings when turned 
into sterling have for years past been 
steadily diminishing owing to the fall in 
exchange. 


If. 


Our correspondent “ FAtRPLAY,” whose 
letter appears in another column, says that 
in all small communities it is generally a 
safe card to play to hint that the officials 
are ignorant, idle, useless, and overpaid, but 
he ventures to think that it is neither just 


nor generous. We agree-with the latter 
opinion, but not altogether with the 
former, We do not think it is generally 


n safe card to play to hint that the 
officials are ignorant, idle, and useless, 
‘The public has a keen sense of justice and 
soon beeomes disgusted: with unjustifiable 
attnucks. The Civil Service throughout the 
| British etapire is an institution cf which 
ithe nation may well be proud, and it 


‘has contributed largely to the building 
up of the empire. The Hongkong Civil 


rected 


- in 
-be dispensed with. 
_ Thursday’s issue, 


. ordinary law of supply and demand. 


- “broken. 


- “among themselves 
. “value between gold and silver. 


* Service, notwithstanding recent scandals, 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
ig | that year reached a lower ‘depth than ever 


no exception to the rule. But when we | before. Notwithstanding the steady fall in 
leave the general and come to the particy)ar | value the production has increased with 


it must 


. Officials and officials, that some 


could 
In our remarks in 
however, 
thought of attacking the service either in 


the. hive and 


general or in particular and it never oc- 


urred- to us that we could be giving 
offence by suggesting that the drop 


’ In exchange was a good thing for’ people 


~who draw their pay either in whole or in 
part in sterling. 


SILVER PROSPECTS, 


>.- . F 

The Bimetallist for July contains an inter- 
esting article by Fraxcis B. Forses on 
the relative production of gold and silver 
since 1493. The position Mr. Forses takes 
up is indieated inthe following paragraph :— 
“Whatever may be argued by the ‘single 
“yard-stick’ metrologists of the. gold 
“monometallist camp, it is as certain as 
“the facts of recorded history can make 
“it, that the relative values of ‘the 
“two money metals haye never depended 
“upon the current supplies of each, 
“but upon the current demand for 
‘coinage of either one or both, resulting 
“from the monetary enactments of the 
“nations of the world.” Of that there can 
be no doubt, but the demand for coinage of 
silver having practically ceased, that factor 
no longer influences its value, which must 
now find ‘its mercantile level by the 
Mr. 
Fores says further, ‘During the years 
1851-1870 the supply of gold was un- 
“usually great, and its value in silver 
“would have fallen had it not been for the 
“bimetallic link, which the monetary 
“legislation of France and the Latin Union 
“was then strung enough to preserve un- 
What happened then must hap- 
“pen again whenever a few nations of suf- 
“ficient monetary power shall so harmonise 
“their legislative enactments as to establish 
a certain ratio of 
For that 
“ratio, whatever it may be, will prevail 
“through the rest of the world, just as the 
“French ratio of 154 to 1 prevailed, ac- 


' “cording to the unanimous opinion of the 


“ Royal Commission’ of 1888, during the first 
“three quarters of this century.” But 


_ . will a few nations of sufficient monetary 


- power ever do anything of the kind ? 
~ think not. 


We 


Various theories have been ad- 


- “vanced to account for the recent great fall 


. in the value of silver, but the most probable 


reason appears to be the final abandonment 
“of all hope of the rehabilitation of the metal 
by legislation. As the demand for silver for 
coinage determined the value of the metal 
While the double standard prevailed, so has 


’ the lingering expectation of a renewal of that 


demand retarded its fall. The abandonment 
of that expectation kuocks away the last 
prop, and the metal must now fall to the price 
at.which it can be produced by the poorest 
mine that can be made to pay. What 
that price may be no one can say. It 
‘was said years ago that when silver 
touched 2s. 6d. an ounce many mines would 


_-ha ve to close and that as the production of 


the remainder would be insufficient to 
‘supply the deniand the price would begin 
to rise from that point. So far from that 
prédiction having been fulfilled, the pro- 
“duetion of silver in 1895 was larger than in 
‘any previous year, although the metal in 


be recognised that there are 
( are | past makes us sceptical of the estimates of 
--hardworkers and deserve more pay than | experts as to the price at which it will pay to 
they get and that others are drones! produce silver. Some people will tell you 
conveniently | that 1s. 6d. an ounce is the real figure at 


| 


we had no 


| 


equal steadiness, and the experience of the 


which the metal can be produced in suffivi- 
ent quantity to supply the demand, and 
that guess is perhaps as likely to be correct 
as any other. The demonetisation of silver 
was, we believe, a gigantic mistake, and we 
still hold, as we have always done, to the 
bimetallic theory, as a theory, but the time 
for its practical application has now pussed, 
the mistake has been made, and bimetallism 
is a lost cause. 


oo 
TAOTAI SHENG. 

——__—_>__ -—-——- 

Taotai Sheng, the Director-General of 
Railroads in China, has acquired an un- 
enviable reputation amongst foreigners as 
following to its utmost limit the’ vicious 
system of administration that obtains more 
or less amongst mandaxins in general. He 
has found a champion, however, in the Rev. 
GitBerr Reip, ond it is right that the 
public should know what is to be said in his 
favour. A paragraph appeared in . the 
N. C. Daily News stating that it was 
clear the railway from Shanghai to 
Woosung was to become a means for 
“the usual prodigious syueezes on the 
“part of the officials which are the curse of 
“all public works in China,” that the old 
railway road was not being utilised because 
that would have been far too simple and 
inexpensive a plan and would not have 
sufficiently lined the pockets of the tticials, 
that accordingly the new line was to take 
a large curve crossing the old railway 
line more than once, that along the track 
fields had been bought up and were 
now lying fallow, and that some of the 
purchase money was to be improperly ap- 
plied. Thereupon Mr. Reip wrote a letter to 
our contemporary in which he says it appears 
to him that much of the attack made on 
SHenc and the Jack of confidence in his 
honesty come from surmises rather than 
facts. “The rival of Saene,” he says, 
“is a personal friend of mine, Governor 
“Hu of Peking. Several of the Cen- 
“sors who are now accusing SHENG before 
“the Emperor are also personal friends. 
“Naturally. I might feel inclined to join 
“these men in their denunciations of 
“the man who has received the position 
“of Director-General, but a sense-of simple 
“fairness leads me to say a word in his 
“favour.” Mr, Riep justifies SuEene in ac- 
cepting the Belgian loan, and concludes 
as follows :—“Saena has put his own money 
“into the speculation, and is working hard 
“to make a success of the undertaking. He 
‘‘ deserves praise for his diligence, energy, 
“and ability, and no one can well censure 
“him for dishonesty at this stage of pro- 
“cedure, SHENG Is the only man who has 
“had the courage'to enter on the business 
“with whole soul and give up a lucrative 
‘‘ official position. As to the Woosung line 
“not following the old course, I have under- 
“stood the old line was too crooked and in- 
“ eonvenient to be used; but thats for the 
“ engineers to deeide. WhatI write is on 
“my own suggestion of being fair, and not 
“by request’ of Sena or his stuff.” 
This places the Director of Railways in a 
new and, let us hope, a correct light, but 
at the same time no one can doubt that 
the construction of railways in China under 
official control will be* attendéd. by pro. 


: - [August 26, 1897. ‘i 
digious squeezing. Squcezing is an insitu- 
tion of the country and is not generally 


regarded in the same light that. embezzle- 
ment is regarded by European nations, 


HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL, 


a 

A meeting of the Hongkong Logislative 
Council was: held at tho Council Chamber 
on the 23rd August. Present :— 

His EXcELLENCY the Governor, Sir WIL- 
LIAM Roginson, G.C.M.G. 

His ExcreLLency Major-General Back, 
C.B. (Officer Commanding the Forces.) 

Hon. J. H. Stewart LockHarr (Colonial 
Secretary). , 

Hon. W. M. Goopman (Attorney-Generul). . 

Hon. T. SercomBe SmitH (Colonial 
Treasurer). . 

Hon. W. CuatHam (Acting Director of 
Public Works). . 

Hon. F. H. May, U.M.G. (Captain Super- . 
intendent of Police.) 


Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour 
Master). 

Hon. U. P. CHatrer, C.M.G. 

Hon. Ho Kat. - 


Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

Hon. E. R. Beizios, C.M.G. 

Hon. J. J. Benw-Irvina. 

Hon. WEI A--YUE. 

Mr. J. G. 'T. Bucks (Clerk of Councils). 

MINUTES. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed, 

PAPERS. | - 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid the follow- 
ing papers on the iable:—The report of the 
Secretary of the Sanitary Board for 1896; the 
Colonial Surgeon’s report for 18963 the report 
on the 1897 census; the assessment for 1897 ; and 
amended statements of water account for 1896, 

FINANCIAL MINUTES, 

Ou the motion of the Cotonrat SECRETARY 
financial minutes Nos. 15, 16, 17, and 18 were 
referred to the Finance Committee, “and the 
report of the Finance Committee No. 4 was . 
adopted. ; 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 

The ActING ;DIRECTOR of PuBLic Worxs 
moved the adoption of the Public Works Com- 
mittee’s report No. 3. The motion was carried. 

* RETRENCHMENT. 

In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD 
asked the following question — With reference 
to the Report of the Retrenchment Commission 
will the Government lay upon the table a copy 
of the despatches and instructions received from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies in rela- 
tion thereto, and in connection with applications 
in respect of salaries similar to those recently. 
referred by His Excellency the Governor to a 
Committee ? 

The CotontaL SecRETARY—The despatches, 
which have been in the hands of the Com. 
mittee appointed to inquire into certain applica- 
tions for increases of salary and which have only 
just been returned, will be printed and laid on 
the table as desired. ; 

GOLD PAYMENTS, 

In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. Wuire- 
HEAD asked the following question: —Will the 
Government lay upon the tablea return shewin 
all sterliug payments made in England for any 
purpose or in the colony on a gold basis with 
the equivalent dollar amounts disbursed by the 
Treasury in respect thereof, such return to 
commence with 1890 and to include the estimated 
payments for 1897 and 1898 ? 

The CoromiaL SEcRETARY—I beg to lay 
upon the-table the report asked for by the hon. 
member. ; 

TAIPINGSHAN. : 

In pursuance of notice Hon. 1. H. Wairte- 
HEAD asked the following question :—What 
steps do the Government now propose to take 
with a view to the speedy disposal of the Crown 
land available at Taipingshan and what were 
the causes of the -failure of the “Govern- 
ment to obtain a bid for any lot at the recent 
sale by public auction P ee ee 

The CoLontaL SECRETARY—The Govern-. 
ment proposes to adopt the usual course and ot = _ 
Wait for applications to sell the land by auction. :.:: 


-} 
\ ? 


Ragusa 26, 1897.) 
: With regard ‘to the latter portion of the ques- 
tion I regret that -it is not possible to state to 

. what causes the failnre alluded to by the hon. 


member yas dae. 


In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. Wuirtr- 
* weap asked the following. question :—Will the 
Government lay upon the table a detailed state- 
ment or account of the loan of £200,000 raised 
in-1887, showing separately in sterling and in 
dollars all receipts and all payments in connec- 
- tion with or in respect of the principal, interest, 
and sinking fand, with the dates and the rates 
of exchange at which each item was converted 
- from sterling into dollars or vice versa, in short, 
_ a detailed account showing how much interest 
Por cent. perannum the ratepayers have paid 
‘or.the loan in question, and a similar account 
to date in respect of the Jast loan of £200,000 
~ floated in 1894, shewing in addition what amount 
thereof is still available, if any, how and in | 
what way the monies have been expended, ani 
what are the available assets in respect of said 
disbursements? The statement to shew in 
what securities the sinking fund has been in- 
vested, the cost thereof in sterling and in dollars, 
the annual revenue derived therefrom and the 
: present market value of the securities. 
' The CotrontaL SECRETARY—I beg to lny 
-upon the table the statement asked for by the 
hon, member. 
a . TYPHOID FEVER. 


. In pursuance of notico Hon. T. H. Wuitr- 
HEAD asked tho following question :—Will the 
Government direct the Medical Officer of 
Health to report:—(1.) Upon all cases of 
tyhoid fever which have occurred in the colony 
during .the last 12 months; and (2.) As io 
a whether or not he has instituted any enquiry 
> «a into the -history of these cases, adding thereto 

the causes which have led to the recent greater 

prevalence of this-disease in the colony, and 
| ‘with what results P - Oe hie 
The CoLoniaL SEcRETARY—The report of 
| the cases which occurred in 1896 of the disease 

‘termed by the Medical Officer ‘of. Health 

“enteric fever” is contained in the Annu 
Report of that officer publishediin the Govern- 
anené Gazette of the 14th inst. I now lay upon 
the table another Report by the Medical Officer 
of Health on the cases of the’same disease 
which have occurred this year. .An inquiry 
‘into the history -of each case has been made. 
The results of such inquiry are embodied iu the 
Reports of the Medical Officer of Health. 


: = ‘PREPARED OPIUM ORDINANCE, 


pam samercecer as sero Yorn Wet Be aA 2 
1 bc Laas ae Y 1 , 


: The. ATTORNRY-GENERAIL—I hare the 
ie ‘honour to move the first reading of a Bill 
Ee entitled an Ordinance to further amend 
; the Prepared. Opium Ordinance, 1891. I may 


mention that this Ordinance is not intendéd 
_-to affect the present farm, so that it need not 
create any anxiety to its effect upon the 
present farm. 
-. "Phe CotontaL SECRETARY seconded, 
Bill rea’ a first time. 
| wipows’ AND ORPHANS’ PENSIONS 
oe" _ ORDINANCE, 
The CoLonaL TREASURER—I have the 
ae regret ered the first reading of a Bill entitled 
an 


Orphans’ Pensicus (Amendment) Ordinance 
“No.-28-of 1895. 

: The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, 

~ Bill read a first time. 


+ NATURALIZATION ORDINANCE, 
Phe ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved and the 
* CorontaL SECRETARY seconded the first read- 

ing of a Bill entitled an Ordinance for the 
_ naturalization of Ho Mui Sz alias Ho Lin 
- Shing, ~~. ; 
' Bill read a first time. 
ae ea _ ADJOURNMENT. 
-"'Phe Council then adjourned until Thursday 
next. 


“<2. BINANCE COMMITTEE. 


- . bers were present. as 


and confirmed... 


nor recommends the Council to vote a sum of | 
: ; ' $103,000 to meet the following expenses during 
. GOLD LOANB. the current year :— : 


ture.—Repairs to Buildings, $12,000, Mainten- 
ance of Telegraph, $1,000. 


Drainage Works, Miscellaneons, $42,000 (charge- 
able to loan), Taipingshan Improvement, 340,000, 
Forming and Kerbing Streets. Victoria, $3,000, 
-Gardener’s Cottage, $5,000. Total—8] 03,000. 


Governor recommends the Council to vote a 
sum of $5,000 for the construction of a new 
road at the Peak District, from Plantation Road 
to Magazine Gap. 

ber that the Director of Public Works, at the 
meeting of Council that has just been held, laid 
upon the table {he report of the Public Works 


report gives the reasons why the Committee 


and water mains will cost $10,000. 


rdinance to amend the Widows’ and | 


ae, A meeting of the Finance Committee was. 
‘then held.. Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart 
: (Colonial Secretary) presided and all the mem- 


f the last meeting were read 


PUBLIC WORKS EXPENSES. 
The first minute was one in which the Gov- 


Public Works Annually Recurrent Expendi- 


Public Works Extraordinary.—Water and 


Vote recommended, 
THE NEW PEAK ROAD. 
The next minute was one in which tho 


The CHAIRMAN—Hon. members will remem- 


Committee with regard to this new work. That 


considered it desirable that this work should be 
carried: out, and the amount recommended in 
this vote. $5,000, is considered necessary to 
defray certain preliminary expenses. The 
Director of Public Works will give any further 
information that may-be desired on this subject. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—What will be 
the total cost 2 : 

The Actine DirEcTOR oF PuBLIC WORKS 
—The total cost, of the road, includiug concret- 
ing, will be $28,000, and the necessary sewers 


The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—Is. this $5,000 
this year’s expenditure? 

The’ AcTING DIRECTOR oF PusLic Works 
—It is to enable the work to be gone on with at 
once. 

The CHAIRMAN—The Public Works Com- 
mittee thought it desirable to have the work 
put in hand at once. 

Vote recommended. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHING APPLIANCES AT THE 
GAOL. 

The third minute was one in which the Go- 
yernor recommends the Council to vote s sum 
of $523 to meet the cost of certain fire extin- 
guishing appliances at the gaol. 

’ The CHAIRMAN explained that the Superin- 
tendent of the goal reported that the fire ex- 
tinguishing appliances were not ina satisfac- 
tory condition and that in order to carry out 
the necessary improvements this sum was re- 
quired. 

Vote recommended. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE AND DEPOTS, 

The last minute was one in which the Gov- 


ernor recommeuds the Council to vote a sum of 
$349.30 in aid of the vote. “ Slaughter-Honse, 


| Sheep and Pig Depots, including Pier. 


Vote recommended. 
ADJOURNMENT. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


Mr. K. Stahigren, late Acting Danish Consul 
at Tientsin. was arrested on '':6 afternoon of 
the 9th Angust on board the N.P. steamer 
Columbia at Yokohama, on a charge of fraudu- 
lently appropriating the sam of $4,000, in addi- 
tion to a-large quantity of jewellery. Mr. 
Stahlgren was removed to the American Con- 
sulate, pending the necessary arrangements 
being made for his transference to Shanghai. 
He was subsequently released by the Danish 
Acting Consul, Mr. Gielen, on the ground that 


charge. 
that a warrant should haz. been issued. We 
may not unfairly assume, says the Kobe Chro- 


nicle, that the action of the Japanese authorities 
in protesting against the arrest has not a little 
to do with the somewhat hurried acquittal. Mr. 
Nakano, the, Governor of Kanagawa, is now 
said to be pressing for an apology from the 
Acting Danish Consul. It is reported that 
oa ge will enter an action for illegal 


~ 


there was no evidence on which to support the 
If this is the case, it seems carions 


jose SEagiyt ee 
SUPREME COURT. 
18th August. 


CRIMINAL SESSIONS. 


Berore Sir JoHN CarRinaron (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). , 


A PLEA OF GUILTY. 
Cheung Tsat was charged with the man- 


slaughter of Li Chiu on the 8th Augnst. 


Prisoner pleaded guilty. 


: The Attorney-General: (Hon. W. M. Good:. 


man), who appeared for tho Crown, being in- 
structed by Mr. H. L. Deunys (Crown Solicitor), 
explained that this was nota case in which 
would press for a heavy punishment. "The pri- 
goner jras employed at a shop at 47, Nullah 
Lane, 
deceaspd was a cook in the employ of a coal 
coolie and on the 8th Angust he went to the 
shop to buy some seaweed. A dispnte arose 
abont afew cash and the prisoner struck the 
deceased on the side with his: open hand. The 


he 


here marine delicacies were sold. The 


victim had an enlarged spleen, the weight of it 


being 12 ounces instead of 5 onnces, ant the 
blow ruptured this organ, death ensuing two © 


hours afterwards. The blow was a light one 
and death would not haye ensued, if deceased 
had not had a diseased spleen, but the prisoner 
committed an unlawfnl act and therefore he 
was guilty of manslaughter. ; 

Prisoner, when asked: if he had anything to 
say, said the deceased picked up a weight and | 
struck: him with it. : , 

His Lordship told the prisoner there was no- | 
thing about that in the depositions. 

Prisoner then said he had nothing more to 


say. 

His Lordship, in passing sentence, said—You 
clearly caused the death of this man and yon 
caused his death in an unlawfnl manner; there- 
fore you are guilty in point of law of the crime 
of manslaughter. At the same time, as the 
Attorney-General has kindly said in your be- 
half, the degree of your guilt is very slight. 
Yon gave him only a slight blow and the death 


| of the man was owing to his having a diseased 


spleen, but when you struck him you did an un- 
lawful act. He did not strike you and you had 
no business to strike him. By giving, way to 
your temper you caused the death of that poor 
man. I will take into consideration all the cir- 
cumstances of the case and also your showing 
that you are sorry by pleading guilty. You will 
be kept in gaol for three months with hard 
labour. 

The Court then adjourned. é 

Just as the Court had risen an old man and 
an old woman, the parents of the deceased, came 
from among the crowd of spectators and knelt 
near the usher’s box. ‘Ihe old man appeared to 
be almost blind, and the old woman was so over-. 
come with distress that she burst into tears and. 
sobbed bitterly. 


20th August. 


CHARGE OF MANSLAUGHTER, ; 

Cheung Fuk was charged with the man- 
slaughter of a man at Tasikoktsui on the 7th 
inst. The Attorney-General (Hon. W. M. 
Goodman) prosecuted (instructed by Mr. H. L. 
Dennys, Crown Solicitor), and Mr. J. J. Francis, 
Q.C. (instructed by Mr. Gedge), defended. ~ 

The jurymen were :—Messrs. J. H. Logan, 
W. T. Shewan, Wong Lin Kep, J. Baptista, 
D. M. de Souza, F, Q. Xavier and J. Walker. © 

The Atteraey-General explained that the 
deceased stole a hat and -a jacket from a boat 
which was lying on the foreshore at Taikoktsui 
and he was chased by the prisoner and other — 
men, who caught him and beat him with poles 
and the:r fists, the result being that he died. 
Death was caused by rupture of the spleen, : 

‘The case had not concluded when the Court 
adjonrned. 


21st August. 


Mr. Francis for the defence called witnesses 
to prove an alibi. They stated that at the time 
the deceased met with his death the prisoner. 
was in bed asleep. or: a 

The jury returned a unanimous verdict of ~ 
not guilty and the. prisoner was discharged. © 


costs 


24th August 


InN OBIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berore Sir Jonn CaBRINGTON (CHIEF 
JUSTICE.) 


A PORTUGUESE GENILEMAN ADMITTED AS 
A SOLICITOR. 


* The Attorney-General (Hon. W. M. Good- 
man) applied that Mr. F. X. d’Almada e Castro 
beapproved, admitted, and enrolled as an attorney 
and proctor to practice in the Supreme Court 
of Hongkong. The learned counsel said Mr. 
Castro was articled to Mr. Wilkinson. solicitor, 
who had filed an affidavit showing that the 
articles were dated 2nd April, 1892. Mr. Castro 
was examined at the end of last month and was 
found to be a tit and proper person to practice 
‘in the Court. 

His Lordship, in making the order asked for, 
said he did so with pleasure. He understood 
that Mr. Castro was the first gentleman of Por- 
tngnese descent who had been admitted as a 
solicitor in the Hongkong Court, and his Lord- 
ship wished him success. - 

Mr. Francis,who was in Court at the time, 
mentioned the interesting fact that Mr.Costro's 
father was one of the oldest public servants in 
the colony at the time of his death, and for many 
years he was chief clerk in the Colonial Secre- 
‘tary’s office. ; 

His Lordship—That makes it all the more 
gratifying that Mr. Castro should become a 
solicitor in this Court. - 

CHONG CHAI SHANG ¥v, KAW IIONG TAKE, 


The hearing was resumed in this case, in 
which plaintiff sought to recover damages for 
‘the non-delivery of goods shipped by the 
Cosmopolit. 

Mr. J. J. Francis Q,C. (instructed by Mr 
Looker), appeared for the plaintiff and Mr. EF. 
Robinson (instructed by Mr. Bowley) for the 


. defendant, 


His Lordship gave jndgment for the plaintiff 
for $1,060, including $950 paid into court, as 
damages for the nou-delivery of goods, and also 
$300 damages for loss of reputation. 


In .SuMMARY JURISDICTION: 


Berore Mr, A. G. Wise (Puisyr Jupur.) 


LEUNG TSUN KIN v, HO KWAI TING, 


* Plaintiff sought to recover $1,000 damages 
for slander. ; 

Mr. J. F. Reeco appeared for the plaintiff and 
Mr. M. W. Slade (instructed by Mr. Mounsey) 
for the defendant. 

Mr. Reece read the pleadings, which set forth 
that the. plaintiff was a second-hand clothes 
dealer residing at 60, Jervois Street, and the 
defendant was a compradore residing at the 
Old Victoria Hotel. On the 81st July the 
defendant maliciously slandered the plaintiff 


.. by saying and publishing that plaintiff set 
. fire to his house and fraudulently received fully 


$10,000 insurance money. How was it possible 
to do business with that man? Defendant 
denied having published the words or having 


- injured -the plaintiff by any words alléged to 


have been spoken. 4th 

. The evidence showed that a fire broke out 
at 76, Jorvois Street, which was formerly 
occupied by the plaintiff.. A fire inqniry was 
held, the result being that the premises were 
-released. : 

His Lordship gave judgment for $250 and 


SSS EE ee 


The Foochow Echo of the 14th August says :— 
On, Monday last the barometer fell to 29.20, a 


. lower point’ than it is remembered ever to 


have touched here before. On Tuesday morn- 
ing it rose a tenth but remained stationary at 
that for some time. It was certainly a relief 
to feel from this that the typhoon had passed 


by. The weather telegram from Hongkong, 
kindly supplied us by the Telegraph Companies, 


advised that the typhoon had struck the land 
North of Wenchow and a later wire stated that 


: “if. was moving. in the direction of Kinkiang. 


Por three days subsequently we had to ‘put up 


~. With the usual consequences of one of these big 
_-* blows, namely, disagreeable rainy weather, 


u 
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HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 
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A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
at the offices on 19th August. Dr. Atkin- 
son (Principal Civil Medical Officer) presided 
and there were also present—Hon. F. H. May, 
(Captain Superintendent of Police), Hon. W. 
Chatham (Acting Director of Public Works), 
Dr. Clark (Medical Officer of Health), and Mr. 
H. McCallum (Secretary). 

MINUTES, 

The minutes of the Inst meeting were read 
and confirmed. : 

THE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SHIPPING 
AND THE VENICE PLAGUE CONFERENCE, 
Further papers relating to the proposal to 

institute a systematic, medical inspection of 
vessels arriving in the farboor were laid on the 
table. Following upon the report of the Com- 
mittce of the Chamber of Commerce (which was 
given in the Daily Presz of July 21st) the Medical 
Officer of Health wrote the following minute:— 
The fact that a few persons may cross the 
frontier or lend at Aberdeen or Stanley is no 
more an argument against medical inspection 
of the shipping entering this harbour than is 
the fact that criminals occasionally escape the 
consequences of their crimes an argument 
against the maintenance of a police force. 
‘he Chamber of Commerce admits tho desir- 
abili'y of medical iuspection of vessels arriving 
from infected ports, but overlooks the fact— 
well known to the Government—that itis im- 
possible to obtain the. necessary staff in such 
emergencies and that if we have not permanent 
men trained in this work we cannot cope with 
any extra work without seriots delay. Another 
point of great importance is that we are prac- 
tically at all times in commnnication with sume 
infected ports, and if we do not have a general 
medical inspection of the shipping the Govern- 
ment is compelled to officially Jeclare such ports 
“infected” before such medical inspection ean 
be enforced. Hitherto the Government of this 
colony has, in tho interests of the shipping 
community, refrained as far as possible from 
resorting to such official declarations in con- 
sequence of the effect it has upon the authori- 
tics of the neighbonring port. who sn often 
foliow suit by imposing a lengthy oj: 0 cine ; 
in futnre, however, this course will, I 
hope, not be followed, for if the shipping 
authorities object to a properly organised 
general inspection the Government should 
certainly not hesitate to insist upon a 
medical inpection of all vessels from infected or 
suspected ports. and as they can as yet only do 
so by declaring qnarantine against such ports 
this should be resorted to without delay. A 
very exaggerate idea seems to exist in the 
minds of the members of the sub-Committee of 
the Uhamber of Commerce in reference to the 
expense of this scheme. I wonder what the 
cost to the shipping and to the colony generally 
would have been if any one of those fifty 
coolies who were landed on the ss. Cheang 
Hok Kian, in November of last year had found 
his way to one of the water reservoirs av filter 
beds while suffering from cholera. This ship 
had no less than 14 deaths on her voyage from 
Singapore to this port, ten of which occurred 
within 2+ hours of her arrival here, and yet the 
rest of them were allowed to land and disperse 
themselvesfover the colony. I venture to think 
that if the scheme of medicul inspection of all 
shipping had been in force at that time this 
colony would not have been exposed to such 
an awfnl danger as that which threatened us 
then—a danger which can only be fully realized 
by those who know the true explanation of the 
outbreak of cholera in Hamburg in 1893. 
Smallpox, again, is constantly being introduced 
into .this colony from Japan and from other 
ports, and leads to sickness and deaths among 
the European community, and, in fact, as I 
pointed out in my annual report for 1896, 
more than 50 per cent. of our cases of in- 
fections disease (exclusive of bubonic plagne) 
are imported and the danger to the com- 
munity would thus by medical inspection be 
practically reduced to one-half of its present 
proportions. I suggest that the papers felating 
to the Sanitary Conference at Venice be at- 
tached to these so that they may be considered 
together. : 

In reference to the report of the Venice 
Plague Conference, the Medical Officer of 


[ August 26, 1897. 
Health wrote:—The attached report. suggests to . 


me the following course of action is-most suit- - 
able for this port. (1). All vessels, - whether 
“healthy,” ‘‘snspected,” or ‘infected’. 
arriving from an infected port, to proceed 

at once to the quarantine anchorage for 

medical inspection in accordance with our 

existing quarantine regulations and to be 

granted free pratique as soon as (1) the sick, if 

any, have been removed to hospital, (2) the 

vessel disinfected, if mecessary, and (3) the 

assengers and crew have complied with the 
followin requirements, namely, (a) All Euro- 
eans, Americans, and Australians desiring to 

hind must give to the boarding medical officer 

their names and the addresses at which they 

intend to reside, and they will be subjected to 

to medical 'snrveillance” for a period of five 

days ifthe port-of departnre is infected with 

cholera, ten days if with plague, and fifteen 

day if with smallpox, from the date of leaving 

the ship, if any cases of bubonic plague have 

occurred thereon during the voyage, or from 

the date of leaving the infected port if the ship 

has been free from such sickness since the 

departure therefrom, Should any such person 

desire to reside at any other address than that 

given by him to the boarding medical officer, 

within the said period of ten days, he must first 

communicate the new address to the Medical 

Officer ;of Health of the colony. (8). All - 
Asiatics and Africans must similarly furnish 
their names and addresses of destination and 
will be subjected to medical surveillance for a 
like period, but each one must in addition 
furnish a reliable surety resident in the colony, 
who shall guarantee in writing to the extent 
of 350 that such person shall continue to reside 
at the address given by him, for a period of 
not less than ten days. In the event of such 
surety not being forthcoming for any such per- 
son brought into the harbour from an infected 
port the vessel will not be granted pratique. 
All Asiatic and African passengers arriving 
from an infected port, en route for some further 
port, must be detained on board ship, and the 
master of any vessel allowing any such person 
who has not furnished the boarding medical 
officer with his name and address of destination 
and: the necessary surety to land, shall be 
‘-emed to have committed a breach of the 
Quarantine Regulations. I suggest that these 
additional regulations be forwarded by the 
Sanitary Board for the approval of the 
Governor in Council and for their incorporation 
in the Quarantine Regnlations of this colony, 
and I also suggest that the Board advise the 
Government of this colony to become a party 
to this Convention. 

Dr. Jordan furnished ‘the following report to 
the Principal Civil Medical Officer of Health re 
the Venice Plagne Conference and medical 
inspection of shipping in Hongkong :— 

Health Officer’s Office, 
12th Augnst, 1897. 

Sir.— Having studied carefully all the papers 
in connection with the above questions, I have 
now the honour to submit my report thereon 
and its applicability to the port of Victoria, 
Hongkong. ; 

The subject will be best put forward under 
two headings—(1) the application of the views of 
the Venice Plagne Conterence to Hongkong, 
and (2) the views given by the Medical Officer 
of Health and his “suggestions,” —_. 


(1). Viewsof the Venice Plague Conference. — 
The points agreed to at this Conference were 
that there should be medical inspection of only 
those vessels coming from an infected port and 
that such port shall not be declared infected 
simply because there are two or three cases of 
an infectious disease present. So far this is 
exactly in accord with the practice carried on 
in this colony. The Conference requires that 
in the case of “infected vessels” the. sick. be 
landed and isolated and certain processes of dis- 
infection carried out; both of these are done: 
here. But, however, it is required that the 
remainder of those on board be subjected to 
“ observation ” or “surveillance” and that all 
passengers and crew from “suspected” vessels 
be subjected only to. surveillance. To carry 
out a process of “ observation ” in this colony 
would mean that the ship be detained in quaran- 
tine for a period of ten days from the date of 


‘exposure of infection or of the occurrence of the. 


last case of sickness. This would be reverting to-. 


a ulations, by the Governor in Council. 


1M HONGKONG WEENLY PRESS AND 


'-long-as- 18 hours and ‘even then not be 


= /e@xamined. He is a little inconsigtent: here. 
* Imagine the result if the English mail was de- 


: tained 18 hours in the harbour for nothing, not 


- ~ even the pleasure of a visit from a medical officer. 
~.. ‘The ship has lost by this at least $500 in wages 


. alone. “It would not take the P. and O. Co. 
~ and other shipping firms very long to be up in 


In conclusion, I submit that a series of more 


ee = unpractical “suggestions” than those put for- 
“ ward by the Medical Officer of Health it is 


> scarcely possible to conceive and could only 


-.-have been put forward by one quite unac- 


- quainted with the ways and means of the im- 


: _ migration, emigration, and shipping of the 
_. colony gonerally. 
- (1) that this 


Farther, I beg to submit 
colony cannot at present 
~-adhere in its entirety to the articles of the 
-. ‘Venice Convention ; (2) that it is impossible to 
have a medical inspection of all vessels without 
& very heavy increase in the cost to the Go- 
vernment; (3) Medical surveillance is imprac- 


 licable in this colony. 


Tho only practical deduction is that a neigh- 
: bouring port having an epidemic diseaso pre- 
; Yailing’ shonld be uuhesitatingly proclaimed 
'. infected and medical inspection necessarily 
follows; the sick from any infected vessel 
removed’ to hospital as speedily as possible, the 
healthy allowed to go free, and the vessel 
thoronghly disinfected and released, Further, 
~ let the sanitation of-the colony be perfected as 
speedily as possible “and a regular and rigorous 
sanitary inspection ofhouses be maintained 


7 - With! a thorough enforcement of all’ sanitary 


. regulations. applying thereto and epidomie dis- 
éases will not gain a hold in the colony, even 
- though an occasional case may be imported 
 . from the shipping. This was the foundation 
., nd rock on which the Sanitary Commissioners 
’ from'Her Majesty’s Government to the Venice 
. Conference stood: and which was the back- 
‘ground of all their arguments.—I have the 
.hononr to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
: G. P. Jorpan, 
: Health Officer of the Port. 
' Dr. J. M. Atkinson, P.C.M.O. 
' In reply to Dr. Jordan’s report the Medical 
Officer of Health wrote the following minute: 
"Iam very glad indeed that tho Board has 
: been fnrnished with the views of the Health 
~ Officer of the Port upon this most important 
~ subject, even though they are so emphatically 
opposed to my own, and some of the arguments 
adduced by him “would certainly appear, to a 
- casual observer, to be most conclusive, -but un- 
fortunately they are all based upon false pra- 
imises and are therefore valueless as arguments 
against the adoption of a general medical in- 
- gpection of the shipping of this port. On page 
' 3, for instance, he characterizes as ridiculons 
‘the idea that every one of the 2,030 (he gives 
‘this figure incorrectly as 2,300) passengers ar- 


= -Yiving daily in this port could produce a guar- 
- antee of $50. If he had read my minute a little 


more carefully he would have seen that I made 
no such suggestion; the guarantee was only to 
_ be furnished by Asiatics, etc., arriving from 


. : ports which had been proclaimed as infected, in 


“accordance with our existing Quarantine Reg- 
i On 
“page 4, after having stated that scarcely one of 
the Chinese immigrants possesses 50 cents, he 
assumes that the same number will arrive daily 
from an infected port and, instancing Canton 
and Macao as the proclaimed ports, asks how 
the ten days’ accumulation of guarariteed pas- 
sengers, amounting, ho suggests, to 14,000, can 
. possibly be adequately kept under surveillance, 
and quotes 9 minute by the Captain Superin- 


- 2 tendent of Police from C.S.0. 974 in support of 
-., his contention. If he will look through some 
“ -: recent files ‘of the Sanitary Board minutes he 


__ will find that the Captain Superintendent of 
Polica is strongly in favour of prohibiting all 


ee Chinese immigration from infected ports, and a 


reférence.to Ordinance 5 of 1895. will show that 
‘from and after the publication of any such pro- 


_.* elamation no passenger of Chinese nationality, 


- whatever his means or respectability, inay enter 


ae -'the colony by land or sea from the proclaimed 


port.”- My snggestion is intended to obviate 


::. this hardship by permitting the importation of 


ee Chinese from infected ports on the condition 


: a ‘that they can be kept under surveillance for a 
_”.. short period after landing, and the only way that 


I can suggest to effect this is by adopting the 


Chinese national custom of guarantee such as 


is already required of common, lodging-house 
keepers, licensed boatmen, Chinese constables, 
district watchmen, ’ricksha and chair coolies, 
and even house-boys. The Health Officer of 
the Port must know that the furnishing of a 
guarantee by the above-named Chinese is purely 
6 matter of insurance (the usual rate being 
about 5 per cont.) and that to avoid any such 
complication as that instanced by him in the 
second paragraph of page 5, the fosal shipping 
agents wishing to import Chinese from infected 
ports would probably act as their own undor- 
writers in this matter. In other words, it would 
cost a Chinaman desirons of shipping from a port 
which had been proclaimed as infected to Hong: 
kong about $2.50 more than the ordinary fare, 
and in this way would undoubtedly relieve the 
the colony of a number of destitute sick, while 
putting no insuperable difficulty in the way of the 
movements of the more reputable Chinese. In 
reference to the danger to the colony from the 
cases of cholera imported by the Cheang Hok 
Kian, it is useless to enter here into an ac- 
ademic discussion upon the wtiology of this 
disease, for the Health Officer of the Port 
knows well enough that every outbreak of 
cholera that has occurred within the last fifty 
years has been traced more or less definitely to 
the contamination of drinking water. I now 
come to the question of the staff necessary to 
carry outa general medical inspection of the 
shipping of this port. It has been generally 
understood by the members of the Board at 
all discussions upon this subject that a medical 
inspection of passengers and crew of those 
steamers arriving in this port, carrying a 
surgeon, would be unnecessary provided that a 
certificate (somewhat similar to that furnished 
by the Customs officers at home) was signed by 


‘the Captain and countersigned by the surgeon, 


stating that there had been no sickness of an 
infections nature during the voyage, and that 
the surgeon had seen every person on board 
during the 24 hours previous to the arrival of 
the vessel, and was satisfied that they were all 
in good health. To prevent frand such surgeon 
mustof course bea person entitled to be registered 
in this colony as a medical prectitioner, under 
Ordinances 6 of 1884 and 4 of i183." } s-n only 


regret that the Health Officer of the Port was | 


not aware of this understanding among the 
members of the Board, and its non-appearance in 
our minutes results probably from the impression 
that this would be more a departmental regula- 
tion to be propounded at a later date when the 
first principles of the inspection had been de- 
finitely agreed to. When it is remembered that 
all the mail steamers (including tha P. & O., 
O. & O., N. Ps, and C. P. B., and the Holt, 
Shire, and Glen and: probably other lines) all 
carry surgeons, it will be seen that not many of 
the thirteen steamers arriving daily will require 
a very prolonged visit fromthe boarding Me- 
dical Officer. Thus the €ime' of these officers 
will be mostly occupied in attending to the junks 
and what is called local traffic, whioh is, in my 
opinion, a very important element in the intro- 
duction of infectious disease into the colony. I 
ain willing to admit that I had not, in dealing 
with this question, considered the subject of tha 
medical inspection of emigrants, but as the 
Health Officer considers this as an integral part 
of the port medical work (although most of it is, 
or may be, done on shore) I must now say that 
three medical officers would be required and 
that they should share the-honrs from sunrise 
to one hour after sunset. (In the port of Lon- 
don four assistant medical officers work the 24 
hours round, each taking 6 hours duty.) It ap- 
pears that-the Health Officer has somewhat 
overstated the number of emigrants requiring 
medical inspection, for a reference to section 4] 
of Ordinance 1 of 1889 shows that only those 
proceeding to sea on a voyage of more than seven 
days’ duration require certification, and from the 


Colonial Treasurer's receipts for last year this, 


number would appear to be abont 230 per day 
instead of 593: However, with three medical 
officers I am cenvinced that the. wo:k gould 
easily be accomplished between the hours 
of sunrise and an honr after sunsét, 
and, moreover, that the delay to shipping, 
especially steamers, would be ‘infinitesimal, 


With regard to the maximum detention of 18: 


honrs, it was, I thought, apparent that this ‘was 


outside the boundary line should under ; 
‘circumstances be detained later than:thrée hours 


| Vessel : 
and seeing that vessels do not a3 | 
enter this port at night, I -did not th 
great hardship was involved. © Wi 
medical officers, however, the regulation 

be made that no vessel arriving after: 3) 
ny 
after sunrise the following day. As a matter - 
of fact the detention of steamers would ‘never... 
amount to anything like the maximum time, — 
seeing that less than: thirteen a day arrive in” 
this port and that most of them carry surgeons... - 
Qhe word more as to the cost -of ‘this scheme - - 
with three medical officers. No .ofe can be a 
more ardent advocate of a free port than I am 
and I have therefore no intention of suggesting 
that any charge should be made on the shippin g 
for this medical inspection, but as a matter of 
curiosity I have worked ont the cost per ton 


.and per vessel and I find that the cost per ton 


would be one twentieth of a cent and the cost 
for each steamer arriving in this port would be 
an average of 60 cents and for each junk an 
average of 3 cents. I snbmit, therefore, that a 
general medical inspection of the shipping of 
this port is eminently practical (as ‘practical, 
in fact, as its application has already proved in 
the port of London); that its cost would be 
comparatively small, and that the protection to 
tlie colony would be considerable, Also that 
the Board may in reason recommend the Govyern- 
ment of this colony to become a party to the 
Venice Convention and that the best way to deal 
with vessels arriving from infected ports is that 
detailed in my minute of the 20th ultimo. 
The following minutes were also appended :— 
The CaptainSuperintendent of Police—I think 
medical inspection of all vessels arriving in the - 
colony is not justified by past experience and 
therefore not necessary. “Surveillance” of 
Asiatics landed from infected ports is in this 
colony almost impossible. I think our present 
system has worked well and should be adhered to. 
The Acting Director of Public Works—It 
appears to me that the medical inspection of all 
vessels arriving here is practicable, though no 
donbt there are considerable difficulties in 
carrying it out. I take it that itis not suf. 
{ ient to inspect merely the passenfers but that 
every person on board must undergo inspection :- 
I am referring to the native craft more parti- 
cularly. If this is so, then there are over 12,000 
persons arriving at Aberdeen and Shaukiw:n 
in the course of a year. Itis in the inspection 
of the native craft that the difficulty Hes, in my 
opinion. The inspection is in great measure a 
question of expense. 
_ The President—The Regulations of ‘the 
Local Government Board, upon the considera. 
tion of which the motion of April 8th was 
made, refer only to infected ships and those 
suspected of being infected, and not to all ship. 
ing. 
‘A discussion ensued. oe 
The PRESIDENT—This mass of papers. in- 
eludes correspondence concerning the medical 
inspection of shipping and also the report of the 
International Plague Conference held in Venice 
in the spring of this year, which was sent 
to the Board for its consideration.. With. - 
reference to the medical inspection of shipping, 
that originated, I°think, with the transmission 
by the Local Government Board of a series of 
regulations dealing with plague, cholera, and 
small-pox in,the ports of the United. King- 
dom. .These were likewise sent to the. Board 
for its consideration and at a meeting held. 
on the 8th April last the President moved that 
it was desirable to establish in” this colony the 
medical inspection of all shipping,. I have gone 
over these regulations carefully and it appears 
to me that the members must have misread them, 
The regulations refer, not to all shipping enter.‘ 
ing the ports of the United Kingdom, ‘but ‘to 
infected ships or those suspected of being. in. 


fected. I think you will find that is so if you. - - 


refer to Part 2 of these. regulations,. All these 

regulations are practically carried out.in this _ 
colony. under the present systém .with -thig = .. 
difference, that the Customs officer does «not 
first board the vessels and that Article 15° not - 
carried out as surveillance is impracticable here. | 
The boarding officer, who, I take it, practi-- 


cally corresponds to the Customs officer, vi 
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the ship, but -he does not put the questions 
“which are put ot home with ‘reference to 
= . ' -. ‘the existence of infectious diseases on board. 
-- Part 2 of the regulations says that the 
officer of the Customs shall, on ihe arrival 
of any ship from a foreign port, visit the sbip 

_ and ascertain as far as. possible whether such 
ship is infected. The question he puts is: *‘ Has 
_- any cage or suspected case of cholera, yellow fever, 
.- or plague occurred during the voyage?” An 
answer is given and if sucha case has occurred 

it is the duty of the Customs officer to order 

: the ship to be moored in a certain spot, 
which here would be the quarantine anchorage, 
and he has to acquaint the Medical Officer of. 
Health, who visits the ship and proceeds in the 

-. usual manner by isolating the sick, disinfecting 
the ship, and following out the proceduro re- 
‘commanded in these regulations, That is what 
is practically carried out-here, the difference 
being this. The boarding officer visits every 
ship that arrives in this colony. Ho enyvir * 
for particulars wished for at the Harbour Mus- 
ter’s office and also ascertains if there are any 
cases of infections diseases on board and if 
there are he orders the ship into the quaran- 
: tine anchorage. But he doves uot report 
: to ‘the Medical Officer of Health. ‘The 
: Chamber of Commerce admitted in a letter 
which they have written in connection with 
this subject the desirability of the medical 
inspection of vessels from infected ports. ‘That 
‘ig-already done here. Why there should be any 
hesitation by the Government in declaring a 
port infected when there is definite knowledge 
of the prevalence of a disease at snch and such 

_ a place I cannot understand. A port must of 
necessity be proclaimed by the Government ; 
medicali inspection of all}shipping from that 
port necessarily follows Theoretically, the 
medical inspection of all ships is perhaps a 
desideratum in that it may prevent the impor- 
tation of afew cases of infectious disease. 1 
say “few” because during the ten years’ 
_experience I have had here I do not think th.re 
have been more than twelve cases in any one 
year that have come to the hespital direct 

! E : from ships entering the harbour. I have bevn 
'¢ through the records and I do not think there 
have been more than twelve. Theoretically, 

_I say, the medical inspection of all ships is to be 

_ desired, but is the necessary interference to 

‘trade which would follow so small as to 

-- make the inspection justifiable? There is 

, also the matter of expense. The Har- 

pbour Master states that it wonld be neces- 

sary to have two receiving stations, one at 

either end of the harbour. Hach receiving 

station would require a staff to maintain it, and 

I certainly think, teking into consideration the 
number of passengers that duily arrive here, the 
number of crews that daily arrive, and the number 

of emigrants that daily leave, that at least'three 
medical officers would be required to carry on 
this if it is intended that all ships shall be 

‘- examined on arrival. If three medical officers 
- are required three steam launches would be re- 
_ quired. I say three because there would have 
to be one at either station and there would also 

_ have to be another to examine emigrants on 
~. board the ships. But still, I do not know tbat 
we need consider the expense, which is » matter 

_ for the Government to decide upon. When 
- medical inspection of all shipping was enforced 
here, namely, during the plague epidemic 
. of 1894, all junks and even river boats were 
‘examined by four or fHve doctors. and I 
am. informed that not one case of plague 

_ was detected onboard the ships or juuks. 
‘Chinamen are not likely to travel when they 
-are iJ and I supposo that is why no cases 
were found. Smallpox and plague are practic- 
"ally the only cases we have to consider, Simall- 
pox occurs every, winter and I take it wo shall 
-be more or less liable to plague in years to come. 
as the disease is evidently in the place and 
_ gannot be’ relegated by improved sanitation 
‘for some years. Cleanliness must bepromoted, 


CRANE tah eat eres 
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measures. adopted so that there will 

opportunity for the germs to grow. Talk- 
- ing of smallpox, I would mention here the 
- -desirability -of urging upon the Govern- 
“ment to order the periodical disinfection 
_*<.- of the clothing in pawnbrokers’ shops. The 
~~ "gttention of ‘the Government has been drawn 
‘to this question more than once, and it is 
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- overcrowding prevented, and other sanitary: 
be no | 


undoubtedly becanse of the old clothes that 
are kept in these shops that some of the 
infections germs are in our midst. I consider 
that the present system of inspecting ships 
is well adapted for local requirements; an 
improvement undoubtedly would be for the 
Government to appoint Dr. Jordan's assistant 
his deputy so that there need be no delay in the 
signing of bills of health, inspectiou of ships, 
and the examination of emigrants proceeding 
to Singapore and America. With regard to 
the Venice Commission I think we may recom- 
mend the Government to adhere generally to 
the conyention. but we cannot do so in its en- 
tirety as surveillance is practically impossible 
in this colony. To subject passengers and 
crews of jnfecicd ships to a period of ten days’ 
observation means that some quarantine station 
similur to that at Singapore for the housing of 
hhousands of perscns would be necessary, as 
there may be three or four ships arriving from 
infected ports in onr immediate vicinity, +1 
am informed there is no place near the colony 
where such a station could be erected. With 
regard to surveillance, I do not see how it 
can be carried ont where two or three thousand 
passengers are arriving daily, presuming that 
we had plagne at Canton, I do not see how 
so many passengers as come from there could 
be inspected and for each one to find a surety, 
as the Medical. Officer suggested, that they 
wold remain atacertain address for a given 
time. I donot see how such uumbers could be 
supervised. So that L “think surveillance is 
practically imposible in this colony. With 
regard to infected ships—by that [ mean ships 
arriving with disease on board, say with plague 
on board—we should have to deal with each one 
individually, not having any quarantine station 
where passengers could be kept during the in- 
cubation period of the disease, whatever it 
wight be. I thought it better to place these 
views before you, but of conrse I shall be very 
pleased to hear any member if he has anything 
to say. 

The MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH—MIr. 
President, I amin rather an unfortnnate posi- 
tion in that I am the only member of the Board 
present now who happened to have beeu present 
on the Sth April last, when the resolution was 
passed in regard to qnarantine regulations; but I 
can assure the Board that there was no misunder- 
standiny with regard to the regulations of the 
Local Government Board. I think the mem- 
bers of this Board know that I have had mnch 
experience at a port at home during the cholera 
epidemic at Hamburg in 1892 and 1895, and I 
know exactly what was done then and what 
are the general regulations in regard to the 
arrival of ships trom foreign. They are 
that no versel can communicate wthi the shore 
unless it has first been boarded by a Cus- 
toms officer. You say that a boarding officer 
corresponds with the Customs officer at home. 
Tsay he does not. because the boarding officer 
does not board each vessel before she communi- 
cates with the shore, and therefore if we are to 
rely on the boarding officer in future he must 
pay his visit before the ship communicates with 
the shore. ‘hat wonld be an admirable system, 
but I de not think it wonld be so admirable as 
having three medical officers to do'this work. 

Yhe CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT of POLICE 
—'The police board the ships. 

The MepicaL OFFICER OF HeaLtTH—What 
information do they get? 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTE... SNT OF POLICE 
| —They could get inform :tion. 

The MgpicaL OFFicer or HeattH—if 
that can be done it opens out a fresh 
way of preventing the ships bringing -infec- 
tions cases into this port and landing those 
cases. With regard to the qnestion of the re- 
Inctanco of the Government to declare a port 
infected, there is no doubt that reluctance does 
exist. A. short time ago the Board asked the 
Government to declare Amy an infected port 
and the-Government regre’ ied they wero unable 
to do so. Whatever the explanation may be 
the fact remuins that the Government are not 
inclined to declare ports iu!-vted aud so neces- 
sitate the medical examination of ships from 
such ports before they conmanicate with the 
shore. I conld give you other instances, but 
Amoy is the most recent one. Your statement 
that not more than a dozen cases of infectious 
disease were admitted during the cyneee of one 


| 
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year direct from the shipping .to the hospital 
is, I think, in favour of the idea that‘the . 
cases get ashore before the Medical Officer 
gets on board. My statistics show that last 
year more than fifty per cent. of the cases of 
infectious diseases ocenrring in this colony (ex- 
clusive of plague cases) wero imported, althongh 
it is perfectly true that not all of them had 
developed the disease when they arrived 
here. With regatd to your remarks about 
the plague in 1894 the explanation is that 
the Medical “Officer who boarded tho junks 
did not ferret ont the nooks and corners, 
whereas my suggestion is that each medical 
officer should have an interpreter so thet while 
tho medical officer is inspecting the people on 
the deck the interpreter shall be below looking 
aroun to see if there are any sick people hidden 
there. As yon have moved no resolution on the: 
question of the. medical inspection of ressels— 
ae Ltake it there are two distinct questions 
before us—l beg to move-—" That ihe report of 
the Health Officer of ,the Port, toyether with | 
the minutes of members, be torwurded to the 
Colonial Secretary for the information of His 
Excellency the Governor.” That resolution 
does not pledge the Board to any devision wiat- 
ever. On the 8th April last the Board patsed 
n resolution in reference to quarantine regn-. 
lations. ‘he resolution was proposed by the - 
President. seecnded by the only unofficial mem- 
ber of ths Board, Mr. Ede, and supported by 
the Colon'al Surgeon, so that presumably there 
was som: reason for such a resolution, and 
sooner than interfere with it I move the 
resolution I have jnst read ont. ‘Then in 
regard Yo the Venice Convention, ‘you say 
you thiok this Government may ‘adopt the 
convention, but- that they cannot adopt it 
in regard to the surveillance or observation. 
In that cise I do not see how the Government 
can adupt the convention when ile convention 
clearly lays down that certain things for 
surveillance and observation shall be varried out, 
It seems to me deplorable that the sanitary 
authority of an enlightened British colony 
shoul confess theit inability to snbseribe to 
a sanitary convention recommended by onr own 
Government and adopted by every ono of the 
European powers — eighteen in all—sume of 
whom are certainly not so enlightened in 
sanitary matters os ourselves. _1t shonld ho 
rem:mbered that that convention apphi-s ‘solely 
to plagne and it recemmends ihst persons 
arriving from plague infected ports should bo 
subjected to one of two systems --- either 
detention in a boat or lJazaretto for ten 
days, including the length of the voy- 
age, or surveillance, which means that the 
persons may proceed to their destination “but 
will -be followed there and a general supervision 
exercised over their movements. Great Britain 
has wisely decided to adopt the system of 
surveillance as it does not interfere with ship- ° 
ping an‘ practically protects the country from 
an outbreak of plague. Such of the countries Be 
subscribing tothe convention may impose 
certain additiona: restrictions and in such 
a colony as this. surrounded as we are by — 
Asiatics, I have thought that an additional 
restriction in the way of guarantee wonld be 
of great advantayze as the sanitary authorities 
will then be acquainted with their moyements 
for a period of ten days. -I think, sir, that 
the result of such a regulation-as that svould |. : 
be that, instead of having, as the Health a 


Officer of the Port tells us, hundreds 
of ~ destitnte’ coolies arriving in the : 
colony from playue-infected ports, we 3 


should have a few respectable Chinese, and 
those rez;:.: ble Chinese could be supervised. : 
If we only look a: the alternative we can see the a 
advantage vf this system. ‘The alternative, 
which 1 au in favour of if-anything bétter is 
not ado}: «, is the total prohibition of immigra- 
tion fro.. plague-infected ports. The Captain 
| Superintendent of Police is a strong advocate of - 
; such a probibition and he will doubtless snpport 
me in this if the other fails. Itis a matter for 
the shipping firms to decide whether they-prefer ~ 
| to prevent a‘! communication with infected ports 
; or to allow. ... -» to come here who are prepared 
to furpis. the necessary guarantees. i submit 


that if we demand this guarantee we shall have 
in the place of hundreds of destitute coolies_ a 
few respectable Chinese, and over those 
we can exercise sufficient surveillance. I - 


ae 
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therefore beg to move:—(l) “That the 
‘Board beg to*recommend the Government to 
‘become a party to the Venice Convention 
~ of 1897 in compliance with the advice contained 
-in the letter of the Secretary of State for the 
- colonies.” (2) “That the Board are of opinion 


-.. that the scheme of medical surveillance of all 


_; persons landing in this colony from any port 
‘which has been proclaimed infected in accord- 
ance with Quarantine Regulation No. 1, and 
the provision of gnarantees by all such persons 
asare of Asiatic or African nationality, is o 
“practicable one and beg to recommend its 
adoption ‘by, the Government in the manner 
suggested by the Medical Officer of Health.” 

- ‘The AcTING DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC Worxs 
These subjects are closely allied, no donbt, 
-becduse without medical inspection of vessels 
it would be impossible for this colony to sub- 
scribe to the convention and to become 
_ members of the convention. ‘Therefore the 
one holds very largely on the other, and 
I must say that it appears to me there 
would be very considerable difficulties at- 
’. tending it in the matter of expense, hecause 
- Ido not think myself that a stuif of three 
medical officers conld possibly look after the 
whole of the work. I think that with the long 
. hours dnuriug which ships arrive aud the climate 
'> that we have here during a considerable portion 


of tho year, it would be physically impossible | sleeves at the Hongkong Government. 


- for these men to perform their duties through 
_ these long hours. However, I think it is our 
’ duty as the sanitary authority of this colony to 
- do all in our power to take every step we can 
towards preventing thé: outbreak of any serious 
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The Chamber of Commerce might decide which 
of the alternatives is preferable. 

The PRESIDENT then read his amendments 
and after some conversation respecting the last 
two paragraphs of the amendment, 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
said—I bey to second your amendment, and in 
doing so I would say that I do not think any 
necessity has been shown for any such radical 
change in the medical inspection of vessels 
arriving in the port as has been suggested in 
the original resolution. The great point about 
the practice at home is undoubtedly the 
surveillance, which of course presents an enor- 
mous difficulty here, ant Dr. Clark has sug- 
gested that it might be got over by a system 
of guarantee. In the first place, as yon have 
pointed out, the enormous number of passen- 
gers arriving in this colony renders the put- 
ting into effect of that system of guarantee one 
of preat difficnlty. I do not believo that it 
could be successfully coped with myself, but in 


| any case I think it has escaped Dy. Clark's at- 


tention that tho wuarantee system could be 
very easily avoided. Jt could be put into effect 
only against an infected port. ‘Take the port 
of Swatow, against which we issued a preclam- 
ation only this year. ‘Che coolies went from 
there to Canton, transhipped, and came ou here 
by the Canton stenmer and langhed up their 
If you 
enforced the guaranteo system against Swatow 
they would do the samo thing and_ escape’ 
Therefore I do not think the system wonld 
work and I beg to second the amendment. I 
think, with some slight matters which you have 


‘dlisease, and therefore I beg to second the mo-) suggested, that the existing system of medical 


tions proposed by thé Medical Officer of Health, 
The PRESIDENT—I think you are mistaken 


the medical inspection of all shipping. The 
convention deals with only one disease, namely, 
plague, and it only refers to cases arriving 
from ports in Europe. 

The MrepicaL Orricsr.or HEaALTH—The 
convention already applies to the Straits Set- 
tlements and I think that wonld not be the case 
if it only applied to European ports. 

After some conversation respecting the reso- 
lutions the PRESIDENT said— With reference to 
the inspection of shipping it is the duty of the 
captain of any vessel to proceed to the quaran- 
tine anchorage—-— 

Tho MepicaL OFFICER oF HEALTH—It 


cannot be proved that he has a knowledge of in- | 


fections diseases. 

‘The Prestipent—Therefore I do not think 
it is any good recommending action by 
_ the Government. that cannot be followed 
-.ont. It is of no use recommending the 
- Wovernment to carry out the recommendn- 
tions of the Venice conference because there is 
‘no quarantine station here where wo can keep 
500 or 600 people for ten days under 
observation. The’ alternative system of sur- 
-veillanco is, I think, an impracticable one, 
and I move as an amendment—‘ That a 


- . letter be addressed to the Colonial Secretary 


. advising that (a) the medical inspection of the 
-.:shipping in this colony be carried on as at pre- 
‘sent, but that to bring the practice here more 
“into accord with that at home that Part 2 of 
> the Regulations issued by the Local Govern- 
ment Board be incorporated, as far as practic- 
able,.into the present .Quarantine Regniations, 
. an officer of Police or of the Harbour Depart- 

-ment being siibstituted for an officer of Cus- 
-toms. (b}. To prevent any unnecessary delay 
“in the signing of bills of health, examination 
‘of emigrants to America and Singapore,’ 

Dr. Jordan’s assistant be appointed Depnty 


|. <Health Officer during such time he is his 


. assistant, (c) The next incumbent of the 
post of the Health Officer of the Port to devote 
the whole of his time to the‘duties of the post.” 

‘- “Phe Mppieat OFFIcER oF HEALTH—I am 

--content with that if you say that every vessel 


entering the harbour shall be boarded by some- 


-body and a declaration given by au officer before 
_-the ship communicates with the shore. ‘hat is 
done.at home and it works very satisfactorily. 

_. The Presrpent—If you agree to this amend- 

‘ment, Dr. Clark, will yon withdraw your original 
“motion? I am quite willing for the minutes 
 xand the whole of the correspondence to be for- 
. warded to the Government. — 
~. The Mepicaa OFFicER or HeEattH—I 


e ~ - .-would sooner the Government gave its decision. 


in understanding that the convention refers to 


inspection is good encugh for Hongkony for 
some time to come. 

The amendment was then put. The Presi- 
dent and the Captuin of Superintendent of 
Police voted for it und the Acting Director cf 
Public Works and the Medical Officer’ of 
Health voted against it. The President gave 
his casting vote in favour of the amendment, 
which was therefore carried. 

The Prrs1pENT—With reference to the 
Venice Convention I think it was understood 


that probably some of ibe colonies might not- 


adhere to it. becanse jn the Secre!ary ¢f State's 
letter he .said Lier Majesty's Cc. 


Dauner? 


had agreed that the convention shall, after 


ratification; apply at once to India and the 
Straits Settlements, but not to any other 
British coiony or poxsession, unless its adhesion 
is notifi-d to the Halian Government within a 
year from the date of ratification. The Govern- 
ment hoped, however, that the colonies generally 
would adhere to the convention. As the local 
couitions are stich that it is impracticable for 
a system of surveiflazce to be carried on I 
propose—" That a Ictter be addressed to the 


-Colonial Secretary advising the Government 


that this celony cannot adhere in its entirety 
with the convention asihere is no quarantine 
stafion lere where pessengers and crews of 
infected ships cau be kept under ‘ observation,’ 
and that the alternative ‘surveillance’ ig 
impracticable here owing to local conditions 
and the great numlers of the coolie traffic.” 

The CapTain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I beg to second. 

Only the mover and seconder voted for the 
motion. which was carried by the casting vote 
of the President. 

MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

For the week. ended 31st July the death rate 
was 23.8 per 1,000) per annum, as against 17 
for the correspondiug period of last year; for 
the week ended 71h August the rate was 17-4, 
as against 21.5, and for the week ended I4th 
August the rate was 25.1, as against 1.78. 

: ADJOURNMENT 

The Board then adjourned until Thursday 

week. 


A few days ago we (Aferenry) stated that an 
enquiry into the ecsuse of the death of the son 
of Mr. J. Chambers had to come before the 
German Consul-General. We now learn that 
the German Court is about to take steps, and 
the other powder-which remained has been sent 
to Hongkong by thé German Consnl-General 


for analysis, and probably the body of the child 


will have to be exhumed. The enquiry there- 
fore at the German Court has been postponed 


indefinitely, 


; [August 26, 1897. - 
HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
- ' OF COMMERCE. 
a oe ene 
At the monthly me 


eting of the General 
Committee of the Hongkong General Chamber 
of Commerce, held at 3 p.m. on the 13th August, 
—Present : Messrs. R. M. Gray (Chairman), Her- 
bert Smith (Vice-Chairman), Hon. J. J. Bell- 
Irving, Messrs. T. Jackson, St. C. Michaelsen, 
N.. A. Siebs, 1’. H. Whitehead, and kh. C. Wilcox 
(Secretary). 

The minutes of the previous meeting” were 
read and confirmed. © 

NEW TREATY PORTS IN KOREA. Re 

Read letter from Government, dated 1th 
ult., announcing receipt of a telegram from 
Peking to the eftect that the Korean Government 
had officially notified H. B. M’s Minister that 
the ports of Chenanpo and Mokpo wiil be open 
to foreign trade from-the Ist October next. 

Acknowledged on 13th ult. and copies sent to. 
local Press. 
ERECTION OF A LEKIN FARM IN KWANGSIL 

A letter having been received (16th July) from 
Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg & Co., announcing 
the formation of a syndicate, under official 
sanction, to farm the lekin on kerosine and 
matches in Kwangsi, the Chamber addressed a 
letter to the British Consul at Canton on the 


.subjecf, and on the 27th July received a des- 


patch |stating that the syndicate in question 
had been instructed to suspend operations. 
(Copies of the correspondence already published 
in local Press). ; 

Read letter from Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg 
& Co, dated 29th July, thanking the Com- 
mittee for their prompt action in the matter. 
Letter was acknowledged same day, 

THE EASTERN MAIL SUBSIDY. 2 

Rear some correspondence in reference to 
certain information required by the Sub-Uom- 
mittee on which to base an opinion asked for 
by the Government and which the Postmaster- 
General had undertaken to apply for at the 
General Post Office. From the reply of the 
latter, copy of which had been forwardéd to the 
Chamber, it appeared that there had been some 
misconception of what was required, which 
suspicion was confirmed later on by receipt of a 
copy ot the Postmaster-General’s lciter to 
{teueral Post Office. 

Resolved to write again to Mr. Thomson - 


‘asking him to be good enough to make another 


application for the desired information and 
mention that it was required for the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

ALLEGED INFRINGEMENT OF TRADE MARK, 


The Government having, under date 29th 
July, forwarded copy of a letter from hiessrs. 
Marsland, Son & Co., of Manchester. to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, complain. © 
ing of the imitation of one of-their trade marks 
by Belgian manufacturers and consequent Icss 
of market in Hongkong for their goods, at the 
same time suggesting that some system of re- 
gistration might be formed which could be 
adopted to cover Great Britain and all her 
Colonies. 

A reply was sent on Sth August, pointing 
out, that the complaint was very vague, and that - 
there is already a registration of tradé marks 
in this Colony. 
OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF BRITISH FIRMS— 

“AT NEW TREATY PORTS. 

Read letter (dated 7th August) from Mrssrs. 
A.S. Watson & Co. enclosipg copy of one from 
British Consular Agent at Shashih stating that 
he did not feel authorised to insist npon ‘the re-. 
cognition of their business (established there 
nearly 15 years ago and under Chinese Manage- 
ment) as a British firm without further in- 
formation. Messrs. A. 5. Watson & Co. applied 
for the advice of the Chamber in the matter, 

Decided to reply advising Messrs. Watson & 
Co. to apply to the Consul-General at Shanghai 
for full information as to their rights and. posi- 
tion, or, if they prefer it, to offer to write for 
them. 

THE DANGEROUS COAST OF SOCOTRA._ 

Hon. TH. Whitehead moved the following 
resolution :—"' That in view of the admittedly 
graye danger to human life and peril to ship- 
ping from Socotra, an island under the contro) .- 
of the Aden Political Agency and situated in ~ 
one of the chief trade routes of the world, the 
great maritime highway between Europe and 


arise ral 


TURRET Wing he 


sane) 
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- Indix and the Far East, as was evidenced by the 


récont grievous loss of life through the lament- 


~-ablo wreck of the P. & O. Company’s steamship 


Adeu off the eastern extremity of that island, 


-and the terrible sufferings of tho survivors, 


this Chamber addresses the Board of Trade and 
urges that prompt measures be taken by the 


* British Government to thoroughly investigate 


- the qnestion and ascertain in the light of actual 


experience how best the perilous shores of So- 
cotra can bo reudered less dangerous to ship- 
ping than they now are, and take.such steps as 


~ - may be deemed necesszry to obviate the dangers, 


and.that this Chamber forwards copies of the 
Sal-l letter to London and other Chambers of 
Commerce and shipping. Associations.” 
’ The resolution was adopted. 
"  YRANSIT PASS GUARANTEE FUND. 
“It-wns agreed, on the motion of the Chair- 
man, to cancel the guarantee signed 19th Septem- 


ber, 189!, for the purpose of making trial con- 


signments of _roods to some of the interior 
markets, as the question has been settled and 
there is no longer any necessity for retaining 
the guarantee in existence. 


( Correspondence.) 
“TIE DANGEROUS COAST OF SOCOTRA. 
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, lith August, 1897. 
‘Sir—I have the honour to address you, by 


desire of my Committee, on the perils which at | 
certain periods and under certain conditions 


beset navigation in the vicinity of Socotra. 


‘hensious of disaster. 


The dangerous nature of the coast of this 
island, which is situated on one of the chief 
trade routes of the world, namely, the great 
maritime highway between Europe, India, and 
the Far Hast, has for many years past attracted 
attentiou and at intervals raised strong appre- 
The recent lamentable 
svreck of the P. and O. S. N. Co.’s steamship 
Aden on its coast, attended as it was by a de- 
plorable loss of life and most pitiable sufferings 
among the survivors, has served to arouse fresh 
notice and to deepen the desire among all those 


” Jnterested in maritime trade to avert similar 


calamities in the future. ; 
Actuated by this desire, my Committee in- 
struct me to urge on Her Majesty’s Govern- 


ment the necessity for a comprehensive and well. 


considered investigation of the question, in 
order to ascertain from the light of experience 
if by any means the shores of Socotra can be 
‘yendered less perilous to shipping than is now 
the case. This Chamber therefore respectfully 
prays, that the Board of T'rade will take such 


 y steps as may to them appear best calculated to 
achieve that most desirable object.—I have the 


a 
I 


; \ 


honour to he, sir, your most obedient servant. 
. BR. M. Gray, Chairman. 
To Right Hon. C. T. Ritchie, President of the 
- Board of Trade. 


INPRINGEMENTD OF TRADE MARKS, 

= Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
; Hongkong, 29th July, 1897. 
Sir,—I am directed to transmit for the con- 
sideration of the Chamber of Commerce the 


‘enclosed copy of a letter addressed by Messrs. 


-Marsland, Son & Co., of Manchester, to the 


Secretary of States for the Colonies, and to 


-Fequest the views of the Chamber on the sub- 
ject. therein’ dealt with and most especially in 
“yegard to ‘the suggestion made in the first 


paragraph.—I have the honour to be, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 
+ J. &, Stewart LockKHArtT, 
Colonial Secretary. 


“The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 


Tuesday last.with reference to 


a Manchester, 13th August, 1896. 
To Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the 
- Colonies. 
‘Sir,--We had occasion to wait upon you on 
one of our trade- 
marks, viz. the ‘‘ Horseshoe,” which is being 


. dmitated by Belgian mannfacturers, and sent 


’ 


oe 


‘quite recen 


in large quantities to Hongkong. Seeing that 

‘ly circulars have been issued asking 
for information as to why British goods were 
not ia greater demand in the Colonies, and how 


- the trade between Great Britain and its Colonies 


could be extended, we thought that this 


os matter would be of the greatest possible interest 
“to you, the. 
"+1 Jbut oie which is 


the more so as itis not an isolated case, 
-freqnently coming up. We 


@--8 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, 


rN yer —_ . 


had further hopes that you would be able to 
render us some assistance in this matter, seeing 
that our mark is registered in Great Britain. 

Our English agents, Messra.” R. D. War- 
burg & Co,, will communicate with you with 
reference to the same matter and will furnish 
you with proofs, in the form of documentary 
evidence, of the injury done by such practices 
to Brilish manufactured goods. : ; 

We must apologize for troubling you upon 
such a matter, but feel sure that it will. be of 
interest Lo you to know that such practices are 
being carried on, 

1f we might offer a suggestion, we/shonld 
say that is would facilitate-the sale of British 
manufactures if some system of registration 
coull be adopted which would cover Great 
Britain and all her Colonies.—Yonrs Xe. 

MARSLAND, Son & Co. 


A COAL FIELD IN KWANGSI. 
ee eee 

Hearing reports of larye quantities of coal 
existing in one of the districts of _Kwangsi and 
very fair samples being forthcoming, the writer 
seized a favourable opportunity and jonrneyed 
to the district indicated. 

The way thither lay thronzh some very in- 
teresling country, differing widely from that 
on the banks of the West River. The smell 
of new mown hay and the song of the skylark 
in the upland valleys were pleasing novelties. 
A striking physical feature of a large district 
is the number of tors rising out of the com- 
paratively level land of the valloys. Sometimes 
singly aud sometimes in groups, they give the 
impression of rocky islets in the bed of a dried 
up sea. This impression is strengthened by 
the fertile land around their bases and the deep 
beds of gravel outcropping on the river banks 
in the neighbourhood. 

The tors vary in shape, height. and bulk in 
endless variety. Some have assumed most 
fantastic shapes, either through the action of 
water when submerged or elfects of weather 
since. ; 

One huge rock viewed in profile has at one 
end the lines of the bows of a gigantic three 
decker line of battleship of Nelson's time, while 
another has a square Norman tower, with gables, 
piunacles, overhanging balcony. nearly all com- 
plete.- One and all they are honeycombed 
with holes and caves, some of which are said to 
extend for long distances underground, One 
which I explored for a short distance had 
chambers of great height in certain places, and 
it was said to extend for a “day's walk” under- 
ground, . 

A part of the coaltield was reached twelve 
days from leaving the West River. To anyone 
who has travelled in China it is needless to say 
that directions given were contradictory and 
all more or less wrong. As an instance, in 
order to escape the fatigue and heat of a land 
journey between two places, inquiry was made 
if it could be done by boat on a neighbouring 
stream. ‘The first answer was uo, second answer 
yes, but it would take two drys. As the dis- 
tance by land was 40 to 80 li 1 tried the: river 
and arrived at the destination six hours from 
the start. 

One small section of the coalfield has been 
worked for about three years in Chinese fashion, 
but to my surprise I found the officials were 
letting tho enterprise alone, having so far only 
levied a small lekin charge on coal sent away 
by water. 

The workings are of larger extent than would 
be expected, one pit which I entered having, it: 
is said, 15 to 20 li of tunnols, slopes, and galleries. 
There are no vertical shafts to the mine, the 
entrance being a hole in the hill side, with a | 
sharp slope for 40 to 50 feet, then a level for a, 
few huudred feet, another slope, and so on. 
The tunnel is about 4 feet in height, fairly well 
timbered with fir poles, with coarse, matting ; 
bohind to keep small stuff from falling down. ; 
Water was dripping in places, but nothing of any 


consequence. No provisidbu bad been made for | 
ventilation, but the air was respirable, and tho oil 


lamps burnt well, The heat was. however, terrific : 


and combined with the exertiou of creeping i 
along the passages and down jthe slopes made i 
the trip a very exhausting one. 
The coal, some seams of which are ynite near | 
the surface, is hard, but brittle. and easi y won 
With pick and shovel. It is carried to bank in 
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baskets holding about 120 catties each, which 
are pulled and pnshed over a rough tramway, - 
wade of tranks of small pine or fir trees. At 
the slopes these have blocks placed iransveraly 
between them, making a rough stairway for 
the coolies to ascend and descend. The carry- 
ing is done in short stages, each man going a 
few yards with his loaded baskot and returning 
with the ompty one the same distance, when 
ho is met by the next in relay, the chain of 
coolies stretching from the workings to the 
bank. When in full work the output of this 
pit is about 200 tons per day, ors ton per man 
per day, iucluding hewers, putters, and bank 
men. 

‘The lights used are the ordinary earthen sau- 
cer filled with teaseed oil with two or three 
wicks to each, and they burn freely in the 
deepest parts of the mine. : 

Of the coal now raised it may be said that it 
shows the effect of water action, but its fuel 
value is by no means to be despised, and I have 
very little doubt that the seams woul. improve 
in quality vastly at a greater depth. 

Without pretending to have any accurate 
idea of the extent of this coalfield, I know in one 
direction it extends for sixty miles, as my course 
lay through it for that distance, and probably it 
extends over a very wide area indeed. if 

The coal hag been worked by surface digging 
for very many years, and the practice was to 
‘convert it Into coke on the spot, and convey the 
coke to an iron mining district lying to the 
westward, where it was used in smelting the 
ore. Long ranges of coke ovens now disused, 
and gangs of coolies carrying the coal, show 
that the smelting is now carried on in a 
different manner. : 

The fact that within ten days’ water carriage 
of Honyrkong there exist immense deposits of 
coal, good enough in quality for all ordinary 
proposes, the low cost of winning and 
carrying which should place it on the 
market here at a price beyond competition, 
should also, given a little enterprise on the 
commercial side and a little energy and firmness 
on the diplomatic, have immense effect in the 
coming industrial development of this colony. 

F. 


W. Warts. 
38th August, 1897. 


REVIEW. 


———__»—___— 
Treaties between the Empire of China and 
Foreign Powers, Together with Regula- 
tions for the Conduct of: Foreign Trade, 
ete., etc., etc. First Edition, 1877, Edited 
by WiutiaAmM FRepeRick Maysrs, Chi- 
nese Secretary to Her Britannic Majesty's 
Legation at Peking. New and Enlarged 
Edition issned by the Publishers, 1897, 
Shanghai: Printed and Published at the 
North (hina Herald Office. 1897, 
THis invaluable work, which first appeared 
twenty years ago, has been-long out of print 
but as there is still.a demand for it the publishers 
have been led to issue this new and enlarged 
edition. Several important additions have heen 
maile to the original contents. ‘T'o theagreements 
concladed with Great Britain have been added the 
Additional Articles to the Chefoo Convention, 
the Opium Article, the Chungking Agreement, 
and the Sikkim Treaty. For the sake of com-, 
pleteness it is to be regretted that the treaties 
relating to Burmah have not been included, 
especially the last one, to which is appended the 
special article relating to the West River, but . 
the book had probably passed through the press. 
before the last mentioned treaty was published. 
To the agreements with France that appeared in 
the first edition have been added the Patenotre 
Treaty of 1885, the Tonkin-China Regulations 
1886, the Constans Convention of 3887, and the 
Gerard Convention of 1895. We would have- 
been glad to see space found also for the Ber- 
themy-Gerarid’ Convention relating to the ac- 
quisition of lands and properties by tho Ronitio 
Catholic Church. The agreements with the 
United States are the same as those given-in 
the first edition; it is a little remarkable that 


i the Immigration Treaties since concluded have 


not been inserted. Other additions are the 
Supplementary Convention of 1830 with Ger- 
many, the Portuguese Treaty, and -the Shi. 


. Monoseki Treaty with Japan and the Treaty 


of Commerce and Protocol relative to Settle- 


ments vouclaled with the same country in 1896, ~ 


‘The treaties are printed with the original side 
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> motes and reference is facilitated by a com-| Dp GLARK ON ENTERIC FLYER. 


-. plete index of subjects. The: book is a pro- 
_ duction! on which the publishers may be con- 


gratulate] and which no one interested in the 


political or commercial relations of foreign 
countries with China ean afford to be without. 
We would suggest that a supplementary volume 
-should be issued embodying the instruments to 
* . the omission of which reference has beeu directed 
above, — 
a eee ae 
THE POLICH SCANDAL, 
Dele ye eee ene 
INSPECTOR BAKER DISMISSED. 


=e 


eer ae 
The following report on certain cases of 
enteric fever was laid before the Legislative 
Council on 23rd Ang. :— 
Sanitary Board Offices, 
| Hongkong. 20th Angust, 1897. 
Sir-—I have the hononr to submit, for the 
information of His lxcellency the Governor, 
the following report concerning the cases of 
enteric fever which have occurred in the colony 
| during the current year :— : 
Fifty-six cases have been reported to me, of 
| which forty-three were EXnropeans, seven were 


a woe. ~ - . - i. u ss Tks * ed 
On 231 Ang. Inspector Baker was dismissed | Chinese, five were Japanese and one an Indian; 


*~ from the Police Force for gross neglect of duty 
in not disvovering and in not reporting an un- 
Jawful common gaming house ab,No. 2. 
Lane. Inspector Baker has been in the local 
FPoree over twenty-four years and his dismissal 
was. th» euteome ofa private inquiry held by 
Hon. F. HW. May, Captain Superintendent of 
Police, and MIv, H. L. Denuys, Crown Solici- 
tor. 3, 

“DETECTIVE-SERGBANY HOLT DISMISSED, 

On24th Aug. Detective-Sergeant Holt was dis- 


missed from the Police Force, the reasons given ; 


by the Captain Superintemlent of Police being 
that he neglected to report a common gaming 


house at No. 2. Wa Lane and that he received 


bribes from the svnve -honse. 
A DISGRAGEFUL CASE OF MILK 
a ADULTERATION, 


~~» 

"At the: Mayistracy on Saturday, 2tst Aug., 
before Hon. Lf. BE. $Voilehouse, Tang Chin Ki, 
‘the owner of a cattle shed at No. 1, Kennedy 
Street, was summoned at the instance of Dr. 
“Glark, Medical Officer of Health. for selling to 
‘Inspector J.T’. Cotton, an article of food. to 
wit, twelye ounces of milk, which was uot of the 
nature, substance, or quality of the article 

demanded by the purehaser. 
J. T. Cotton, Inspector of Nuisances said—- 

On 7th inst., at 3.15 am,, I visited No. 1, 

Kennedy Street, Wanchai, acting under written 

instructions’of the Medical Officer of Health. 

I saw seven cowsSin a shed belonging to the 

defendant. = also saw two tins of abont 5 

gallons capacity. I asked defendant for one 

pint-of fresh cow's milk. He toll me he had 
- nono bottled. T asked him to Hll me a pint from 
one. of the cans. Ife poured the milk into 
threa + ..onnce botiles. I then tendered 
‘eight cents and toll him I was going. to 
haye the milk analysed.. I sealed the bottles 
‘in bis presence ‘with the Sanitcry Board 
stamp. I asked him to retain one in his 
‘possession. J] asked him to whom he sup- 
plied the milk; he said he snpplied it to 
_Mr. Kennedy. I went down Queen’s Road 
- Hast, and waited Ull the man left with the 
two tins. and shadowed him all the way 
to Mr. ixesnedy’s pl:ce at Garden Road, I 
then returned home and Jocked the two bottles 
in my desk, At nine o'clock I went to the 

Government Civil Hospital and handed one 

‘sample to the Government Analyst, and gave 
the third onc .to the Medical Officer of 
Health. ‘There are seven cow’ buffaloes in 
‘the shed at No. 1, Kennedy Street. Abont 
ight o'clock in the morning he came to my 
“house and asked me to change the milk, and 
- gaid he wanted to change the bottle, as. that 
. milk was-not good. “He asked me not to say he 
supplied it to Mr. Kennedy at all. He offered 
to.give mea “good cumshaw” to change the 
milk.. Iwas in bed at the time. He told me 
- he was also supplying the same milk to the 
“> teashops in the town. 

Mr. F. W. Browne, Government Analyst, said 
the milk handed to him by Inspector Cotton 
. contained 39. per cont. of added water. It was 
a very bad case of adulteration. 

_. Defendaut said he did not know water had 
“been added tothe milk. Perhaps a foki com- 
mittel the offence. _ 
His Worship—I consider this is a most -dis- 
- graeeful case. You are supplying milk to one : 
of the.principil milk dealers in the place. who | 
is suppose to sell his own milk, and your milk | 
-  vontar 13 par cent. of added water. This | 
- milk would probatly be supplied to Mr. Ken- - 
disdy’s custocuers and he would not be aware of 
. the atulivration. You avo fined $100 or. three | 
months imprisonment. It is a disgraceful 
case. ; . 


a a 


Va | 
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of these fifty-six cases, ninoteen were imported 
| into the colony by the shipping, leaving thirty- 
seven cases to be accounted for locally. twenty- 
ssven of which were of European nationality. 
In some of these, it has been impossible to trace. 
with any degree of certainty, the source of the 
infection, and in such I have been compelled to 
fall back upon the theory of an infected food- 
supply of Chinese origin: in the series of Eu- 
ropean cases, however, which occarred during 
the month of Jnne, it is very clear to my mind 
that they must have had some connection with 
the milk supplied to these persons, and this 
conviction became more certain when T proved 
that such milk-snpply was in part derived from 
Chinese sources, and that these sources were 
extremely Jiable to cantamination, owing to the 
adniteration of the milk with water. Ina report 
upon this subject submitted by me to the Gov- 
vernment last month. I suggested the intro- 
duction of an Ordinance similar in effect to the 
Imperial Infectious Diseases Prevention Act of 
1890, empowering the Government to probibit. 
for a time, the supply of milk from any dairy 
when such milk is likely to cause or has cansed 
infections disease in the colony, and | have 
drafted. for the approval of the Honourable the 
Attorney-General, x Bill which would furnish 
these powers. 

The most recent cases of enteric fever which 
have been reported are six Chinese cases, all 
from one address, and these are clearly trace- 
able, in my opinion, to an imported European 
case, the patient dying, shortly after arrival, in 
one of-the Missionary Homes in the City—I 
have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, 


FRANCIS W, CLARK. 
Medical Officer of Health. 
Honourable J. H. Stewart Lockhart, Colonial 
Secretary. 


MR. CHAMBERLAIN ON VHI 
COLONIAL TROOPS AT THE 
JUBILEE CHLEBRATION. 
a 

The following despatch has been forwarded 
to us for publication: — 

Downing Street. 
16th July, 1897. 

Sir,—The time has arrived for the departure 
from this couutry of the varions component 
unites of the remarkable military assomblag 
which has constituted one of the most striking 
features of the recent Jubilee Celebrations ; 
and I cannot allow the occasion to pass with- 
out expressing the great satisfaction of Her 
Majesty's Government that such a unique and 
characteristic gathering of Her Majesty's 
Colonial Forces should have. been so success- 
fully brought about. 

2.—The Colonial Troops have attracted the 
marked attention, not -only of the British 
public, but of military experts of all nations ; 
and by their soldier-like bearing and appear- 
ance, and their discipline and general behav- 
jour, both on pavade and in quarters, they have 
won the highest opinions.on all sides. 

3.—Her Majesty's Colonial Forces during 
their stay in England have been treated in all 
respects as regular soldiers; they have readily 
and cheerfully conformed to every requirement 


: of regimental and barrack discipline, and by an 


intima te association with their comrades of 

Her Majesty's Regular Forces have become 

acquainted with every detail of o soldior’s life. 
4. It has been a particular satisfaction to Her 


: Majesty's Government that this great occasion 


has been the means.of bringing together men 
of all creeds and o: all races, who although com- 
ing, as many of ‘them have done, from widely 
separated portions of the Empire, are all united 
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by one bond of allegiance as soldiers of Her 
Majesty the Queen Empress. 

5. ‘Her Majesty’s Government feel that they 
are jnstified in hoping that the effects of this 
exceptional military gathering will be perman- 
ent, and that the Imperial and National 
interests, which ‘have been by this means so 


forcibly illustrated and brought home to the — 


minds of all classes of Her Majesty's subjects, 
will now be realized in a manner that: has been 
scarcely possible before. They can hardly 
doubt that the events of the last few 
weeks will have done much to. knit 
closer the bonds of union between the Colonies 
and the Mother Country, and to this end the 
presence of the Colonial Troops will have 
largely contributed. 

6.—I will only add, in conclusion, the ex- 
pres<ion of my hope that the troops will carry 
with them to their homes pleasant memories of 
their visit, and that their stay in this country 
will have proved uot enly agreeable but: in- 
structive, and I feel contident that in years to 
come it will be a source of pride and satisfac- 
tion to those who are now leaving our shores to 
think that they have taken part in this great 
and iinportant national demonstration. + 


¢—I shall be glad if you will publish this . 


despatch.--I bave the honour to be, sir,, your 
most obedient. humble servant, 

: J. CHAMBERLAIN. . 
Governor Sir W. Robinson; G.C.M.G., &e., &e. 


THE NEW MAGAZINE GAP ROAD. 


The following is the report of the Pablic 
Works Committee on the new Sfagazine Gap 
Road, on account of which a vote was taken 
at. yesterday's meeting of the Legislative 
Council :-— 

The Committee considered a plan Isid before 
them by the Acting Director of Public Works 
for the construction of a road from Plantation 
Road, ‘'ramway Station, to Magazine Gap. 
Total estimated cost, including sewer and 
water main, $38,000, 

lt was unanimously agreed that the construc- 
tion of thé Road should be undertaken forth- 
with at an estimated outlay of 320,000; the 
concreting of the surface of the road and the 
laying of a sewer and water main being deferred 
until some of the building sites rendered 
available have been sold. It was further re- 
commended that the steepest gradiénts be 
reduced, if possible, notwithstanding that the 
cost of the work might’ be increased by so 
doing. ; 


wr ae 


Tik C-LONYS SPERLING PAY- 
MESTS AND DOLLAR 
BHQUIVALENTS. 
> - 

In reply to a question by the Hon. T. H. 
Whitehead s return was laid on the table of the 
Legislative Council on 23rd Ang. showing the 
sterling payments disbursed by the Colonial 
Treasury during the years 1890-1896 and the 
estimated payments for 1897 and 1898. The 
items are set ont in detail, the totals being as 
follows (fractions omitted) :— 


1890 ... £49,721=8295,216 
189] .. »96,618= 356,388 
1892 59,766—= 422,497 
1895 51,458= 404,657 
S04 36,450— 536,492 
1895 46,414-= 434,587 
1895... 52,110—= 482,106 
1897 about ... 52,000 

1898, 52,000 


Says the Singapore Free Press :—When seven 
or eight years ago we deplored. the fact that co- 
operation amongst the astern Crown Colonies 
on public affairs was then made difficult by the 
fact that Hongkong was at that time without 
any political association to take the initiative in 
such oiatters, we were not aware that there once 
had been such an association, but it had disap- 
peared and had been forgotten. About thirty 
years ago there was the Hongkong Association 
in existence in London, though we do not know 
if it had then any local branch in Hongkong. 
On the 2nd May, 1888, a deputation from that 
association waited on the Duke of Buckingham 
in reference to a petition from Hongkong. 


Mr. Matheson, Mr, White, and Mr. Sutherland - 


spoke in support of that petition. 
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ft “Angnst 26, 1897.] : 
-NON-DELIVERY OF REGISTERED 


gistered letter at the General Post Office, 


- known ¥ 


“~ GM.G., Mer. 


ae . ‘A Ce sar Hawkins. 


LEETERS, 


aie aoe ke a 
The following correspondence has been for- 
warded to us for publication :— 
MR, DANBY.TO TILE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
. Hongkong, [8th Augnst 1897. 
A. M. Thomson, Esq. 
Dear Sir--On the 7th inst. I posted a re- : 


addressed as follows :— | 
-  Mesdames Leony Shi, Chow Shi. | 

36, Hollywood Roxd, Hongkong. | 

which letter has not been reevived up to date, It} 
Was a yery importsit one, and ‘finding that no | 


— bttention had been paid to if, I had enquiries 


made repecting it. ‘The letler was presented in 
due course to the addressees, who were well 
known -at the honse. and who toi] the postman 
thattheii u- aes were respectively Leonp Shiand 
Chow Shi. ie (the postinan) sof :sed to ive the 
letter to the woman, beranse neither of them 
could write or hada” chop,” althouzh they were 
well known to the resident. - 
I shonld be glad to know if this is so, and 
what. you propose to doin such matters. ‘I'he 
address wus correet, an) there was no mis- 
take that the two women, who were pre- 
pared to receive it, were reall: the women 
entitled to the letter, TI should be glad 
to know if in your opinion the parties to 
whom any létter is arldressed is not ‘ the au- 
thorized person” to recrive the letter, and also 
what is the proper course to adopt should the 


. party not be able to write —Yours truly. 


Wa. DANBY. 

THE POSPMASTER-GENERAL TO MR. DANBY, 

be General Post Office. 

Hongkong, 1th August, 1897. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 18th in- 
stant, I beg to inform you that in such cases it 
is usual for the addressee to call at the Post 
Office for the letter. and make a mark which is 
- witnessed by two officers.—I have the honour to 
be, sir, your obedient servant. 


Z A. M. THoMsoN, 
W. Danby. Esy. Postinaster-General. 


TO 'THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 
Hongkong, 21st August, 1897. 
A. M. Thomson, Bsvy.., Postmaster-General. 
Dear Sir—Adverting to yours of the 19th 
-inst:, I regret to say that the reply, as I think 
you willadmit, is unsatisfactory. The postman 


MR, DANBY 


- .ohly presented the letter to the two women 
‘‘ohce, and because neither of them could write, 


ha never told them that they were to go to the 
Post Office to sign a receipt. ‘They knew no- 
thing of this till I sent them word yesterday. 
‘What isthe use ofa Registered Post if addressees 
lave to go at great insonvenience to the 
pdst-office themselves althonzh the letter is ad- 
dressed correctly, and the parties are well 


T must say it is ‘not businesslike,” and I 
think it is very questionable if you have power 
to adopt such proceeding.—Y ours truly, 

ee Wn. DANBY. 


THE GYMKHANA MEETING. 


———, 

The third gymkhana meeting of this season 
took place at the Happy Valley on, Saturday 
afternoon. ‘The weather conditions were fottun- 
ately most favourable and the course was in 
excellent condition. The racing was good, 
particularly in the first and last events, in which 
Saucy and Tocsin each scored a victory after 
-cansing intense excitement and speculation 
atnong the spectators as to the issue. : 
The officials were :— : 

” Patrons:—His Excellency, Sir William 
Robinson, K.C.M.G.. His Excellency Major- 
General Wilsone Black, C.B., Commodore 
Swinton C. Holland, A.D.C. 
-  ‘Gémmittee :-—The Hon. 
‘Mr. Hart Buck, Capt. Burney, R.A. Mr. R. 
M. Gray, Mr. V. A. Cesar Hawkins, Mr. T. F. 
Hough, Mr. J. MeKie, Captain Loveband, 
A.D.C., Mr. G. C. C: Master, Hon. F. H. May, 


J. J. Bell-Irving, 


The O'Gorman, D.A.A.G., My. G H. Potts, 


: ‘Commander Taylor, R.N.. Hon. T. H.. White- 


M. D. Wood, W. Y. Regt. 


“head, Mr. 
J. J. Bell-Irving and Mr. V. 


_. Judges :—~Hon. 


Cc. H. Nugent. R.E., Lt-Col. | 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Handicappers :—Messrs. Hart Buck, R. M. | 
Gray, G. C. C. Master. , 
Starters :—Colonel Gordon and Mr. J. McKie. 
Timekeeper :—G. H. Potts. 
Clerk of the Scales :—Mr. R. M, Gray. 
Hon. Secretary :—Lient.-Col. The O’Gorman, 
D.A.A.G. mn: - 
HALF-MILE HANDICAP; first . prize, $45; 
second, $20; entrance, 51.00, but if left in 
after 2 p.m. on 18th instant, $3.00 extra. 
Mr. G. H. Potts’s Toesin, list. 3lbs. ......... 
(Mr. Crane) 
Mr. Cox's Saucy, 10st 8lbs......... (Mr. Cox.) 
Hon. T. 11. Whitehead’s Sport, 10st. Ilb. 
: (Mr. King.) 3 
Hon, T, H. Whitehead’s Fand :ngo, 10st. 1b. 
(Mr. Head.) 0 
Toesin und Saucy got away together and 
maintained a neck and neck race until nearing | 
home, when Tocsin went slightly ahead, but so 
keen wns the race between the two that Tocsin | 
| 
| 


tor 


; WO by only a neck, half a dozen lengths 


separating second and third. Fandango was last 

all the way. Time—1 min. 4 secs. 

Hurp.e Races, handicap; once round course; | 
first prize, a cup, presented by W. Jackson, 
Esq.; second, $20.00 ; entrance fee, $3.00. 

Hon. T. H. Whitehead’s Kingscote 12st. 

(Capt. Burney.) 1 

Mr. Leon's Glendubh, L1st. Ilb............... 

(Mr. Gibson.) 2 
Hon. T. H. Whitehead’s Vicar, 1]st. tbs. 
(Gir. Cox.) 3 
Mr. Gibson's Hercules : Ost. 8lbs........... 
(Mr. King.) 0 
Glendubh was the first to negociate the first | 
hurdle, Vicar being sceond, while Herenles 
refused and gave up the race Going down the 
hill Kingscote overtook Glendubh, but the two 
kept well together aud both horses were whip- 
ped in the straight, Mr. Whitehead’s pony 

getting the verdict by apparently only half a 

neck—an exceptionally close finish for a hurdle 

race. 

Novice Racsé, five furlongs; Ist prize, $45; | 
Qnd, 820; for ponies that have never won 
a race or Gymkhana event; to be ridden by 
members who never rode the winuer of a 
race in China. Entrance $3.00. 

Hon. T. H. Whitehead’s Sport, list. 7]bs... 

(Mr. Head.) 

Mr. King’s The Beast 11st. 7Ibs. (My. King) 

Hon. T. H. Whitehead’s Vicar, ilst. 7lbs.... 

(Mr. Drury) 3 

Mr. Leon’s Glendubh, 10st. 121bs. 
(Mr. Courtin) 0 

The winner held the advantage almost 

throughout and won cumfortably by half a 

dozen lengths. Time—] min. 28 secs. 

Lapies’ Nomination ; a bending race between 
poles. Entrance 32.0). 


Loe 


Nom. by 
Mr. Master ..............0....0.065 Mrs. Vernon. J 
Mr. ‘Platt... ..0.00...... 2. Mrs. Tomes 0 


Mr, Drury ...........066050 2 eee Mrs. Drury 0 


Hon. T. H. Whitehead ...... Madame Girand 0 
Capt. Burney ... | ......--eeeeeeeee Mrs. Wise. 0 
Tiieut-Col. the O'Gorman...... Mrs. Bartrum 0 
Mr Cox. oicvoiseiees iinet icant Miss Potts 0 
Mr. Berger ..............cceeeeeeee ees Miss Black 0 
Mr, Gibson ...... .0........005. Miss Melbourne 0 


Mr. Master won this interesting race by good 
horsemanship. 
A FREE Hanpicap; once round course; first 
prize presonted by G. C. C. Master, Esq.; 
second, $20. 


-Mr. Cox’s Saucy, 10st. Ilbs...... ...(M[rv. Cox) 1 
Mr. G: Potts’s Tocsin, lst. 4lbs. (Mr. Crane) 2 
Hon. J.J. Bell-Irving’s Red Rag, 10st. 111bs. 

(Mr. Gedge) 3 
Mr. King’s The Beast, 10st. 4lbs. (Mr. King) 0 


As in the first race Saney and Toesin ran to- 
gether the whole way and the race was a most 
exciting one, the issue being in doubt right np 
to the winning post. Saucy balanced his pre- 
vious defeat by winning just by about a nose. 
Time—2 mins. 5 secs. 

The band of the West Yorkshire Regiment, 
under Mr. W. G. Bentley, A.R.C.M., played 
the following selections of music :-— 


Overture...... “The Crown Diamonds” ...... Anber 
(a) Malaguena ..........e eerste Verguilla 
(b) Peteneras ..:....-.--- uit dunes thi ccaget ones Milpager 
Selection ..... “Cavalleria Rusticana”’...... Mascagni 
Song ......... “The Garden of Sleep” ...-.. De Lara 
Waltz......... “Kunstler Leben”.............-. Strauss 
Fantasin...... “ Espanol ”........04 vo. W.G, Bentley 
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CORRESPONDENCE. =” 


[We do not-hpld ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents. ] 
. THE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF 
SHIPPING. 


"O THE EDITOR OF THE ‘“ DAILY PRESS.” 

DEAR S1R,—The qnestions regarding port 
sanitation which have lately arisen are of such 
general importance that they must be my 
axcuse for thus ‘‘ rushing into print.” It seems 
to me that Dr. Clark’s proposals for ensuring 
as far as possible the detection of ana-borne 
disease are only such as (perhaps with slight 
modifications) would be adopted by any sanitary 
authority which had an adeqnate sense of its 
responsibilities towayls the community, and 
certainly had I still been a member of the 
Sanitary Board he should have had iy support. 
Ttisnnfortunat - that the only unofficial member, 
whojs botha keen ~anitarian and acquainted with 
the 4ait+ sul wishes of the shipping interest, 
should have been absent and that such a grave 
question should be practically decided by the 
doub!--barreled voting-power of one expert 
pitted against an equally good wuthority. ‘ 

The opposition to the scheme may be sum- 
marised into three points, viz., Ist. Injury to the 
port; 2od, Sufficiency of the present system ; 
3rd, Impracticability. 

With regard to the first. what the ship- 
ping firms mostly fear is delay. When 
we eopsider that ships are frequently not 
yisited for hours after their arrival, that in 
order to make sure of oblaining a * bill’ of 
health “it hax to be applied for the previous 
day, or, if a vessel has’ to be despatched 
ut short notice, wegsenyers have to -be 
sent fying all over the colony to get the 
port Heailh Officer's siguature, that when a 
case of infections disease has oveurred on board 
a ship it may be a long time before the Port 
Health Officer can be found and then most pro- 
bably only “by ‘eputy,” who has no authority 
whatever to order the removal of such. patients 


‘or give the necessary instruction to the ship's 


officers or surgeon—such a case has happened 


“‘Jately toa mail steamer, her surgeon having to 


take the responsibility of landing the patient 
and disinfecting the ship and passengers him- 
selftoavoidadelay of more than twelve honrs,— 
and the increased risk of infection, we can 
quite appreciate their fears and understand 
their opposition. But Dr. Clark meets this 
objection by having two me.lical officers con- 
stantly on the harbour during daylight, and 
with regard to * bills of health,” the port being 
either infected or not, signed —bills of health, 
should be obtainable at the offices of the Sani- 
tary Board on application, us well as from the 
Port Health Officer. Everyone admits that the 
introduction: of infectious diseases into the 
colony does infinitely more harm, and is far 
more costly. than any moderate detention. The 
Principal Civil Medical Officer and Port Health 
Officer seem the only persons satisfied with the 
efficacy of the preseut system. ‘Lhe representa- 
tire committee condemned it, even from the 
shipping point of view, on many points. 

How we can be satisfied with a system which 
has admitted over 50 per cent. of all infectious 
eases (and that Dr. Ulark takes every means to 
trace the origin of such cases I can persobally 
vouch) exclusive of plague, I am really at a 
loss to understand. Take the case of the steamer 
Cheang Hok Aiun, which arrived on Ist 
November with 640 passengers and had 13 deaths 
from cholera the day before arrival, all-of 
which, corpses and passengers, were landed, 
the ship herself not being placed in ‘ 
quarantine antil the th, by- which time 19 
more deaths had ocenrred. It has been argued 
that we need not fear the introduction of 
cholera, because it has never previously obtained 
a foot-hold here. but this argument is most 
fallacious. In 1885, 19 Europeans died of un- 
doubted cholera and 183 Chinese of ‘ choleraic 
diarrhea, vowiting, and purging,” which we may 
safely assnme to bave been eltolera. Likewise, 
in 1888, 25 Europeans sucutimbed to * Cholera” 
and 253 Chinese. in both these years tha 
disease was imported) avd reached the pro- 
portions of a small epidemic, for it is cer- - 
tain that the statisties as given are, as they 
always are, much below the true numbers, 


i 


Again, as cholera is propagated by contamina- 
~ > tion-iof water or food, the Chinese habit of 
.. > Making their cookhouses the storeroom “ for 
~<".the pot-system ” is specially dangerous, and too 
. uch care cannot be exercised in keeping out 
'- +, the disease. Likewise it is argued that because 
amall-pox is endemic here, a few cases more or 
less Janded can make no difference. But small- 
pox is not prevalent amongst Europeans, yet a 
ew months ago three or four hotels inthe colony 
wereinfected through passengers landed fromthe 
Tonkin steamer, anda large uumber of the circus 
_troupo contracted the disease here. These cases 
were only discovered becansea private practitioner 
“-was called in twelve hours after the landing, 
during which time infected persons wera mov- 
ing freely about. Although two of these cases 
. showed well-marked signs of the disease and one 
pie ~ had been lying ill in the saloon for three days, 
pare ‘no report was made by the commander; nor 
Cr _ wag any prosecution instituted against him. 
-Vaceination is a most oxcollent protective, but 
a does not do away with the necessity of reason- 
8. .. - sble preventive measures. . 
ws , One of these cases found its way to Canton, 
| was brought. back at 1 a.m. and reported to the 
Health Officer (Nr. Clark) and the cabins 
‘locked and disinfected. Late in the afternoon 
the Port Health Officer turned up and ordered 
the ship, then loaded for Canton, into qnaran- 
tine, the little difference of opinion between the 
i two Health Officers costiny the Hongkong, Can- 
i ton, and Macao Steamboat Co. some thousands 
2 of dollars, Surely such a system must not only 
A be wrong, but radically inefficient. 
~ The land and boat populations and shipping 
_ communities are brought into such frequent 
and intimate contact that one health department 
*. can alone adequately dent with the sanitary 
‘questions constantly arising. 
On the third point, impracticability, too much 
has been taken for granted. The only occasion 
on which a renl supervision of the harbour has 
been attempted was in 1594, and then it was 
catried ont by the * Permanent Committee of 
the Sanitary Board” without assistauce from 
the Port Health Officer's department. At this 
Ds: ‘time all ships and junks were boarded. In 
m .  — - 1896, likewise, the Canton steamers, passenger- 
| :. launches, junks, otc., were closely supervised by 
the -Sanitary Board, aud numerous cases of 
: pingne detected aud dealt with, and I have no 
7 * hesitation -in-saying that had these or similar 
ae measures beon adopted early in 189L£ the 
; epidemic of that year would in all probability 
' + . not have exceeded that of 1896. In both years 
. tho plague was imported; in 1898 individual 
cases were at once detected and isolated; in 1894, 
the disease was wide-spread before discovery. 
' I take it that Dr. Clark's suggestion of $50 
' guarantee for every Chinese passenger landed 
‘from an infected port is intended as a preventive 
Measure, or obstacle. We don’t want coolies 
landed here from an infected port; and 
this suggestion, if onforced, would necessitate 
' “greater care on the part of shippets, and would 
undoubtedly diminish the numbers to be dealt 
with here. The other alternative is forbidding 
‘such immigration. . : 
The number of medical offcers—two—origin- 
ally proposed by Dr. Clark seems to me suffi- 
cient, but that is a matter for consideration. 
’ Dealing with emigrants from Hongkong is not 
an intergral part of the Port Health Officer's 
. Work—he simply does it, and is paid for it, as a 
private practitioner, 
* “No ono is more opp.sed to unnecessary inter- 
' . ference with shipping than the writer, but I 
certainly can see no reason why this port shonla 
_ not idopt protective measures similar to other 
large shippiug centres, 
_ | = We certainly have local conditions to con-. 
’ - “tend against, but there is no insuperable dif- 
*.. ficalty to be overcome. Thennmber of Chinese 
* coming across the frontier is small. Aberdeen 
‘and Stanley can easily be supervised by. the 
- °° .“Police, and all reasonable precantions can thus 
‘be taken against the introduction of infectious 
disease. Our motto sliould be “the maximum 
‘of protection with the minimnm of interfer- 
:'; - epee,” bat to be content with oar present sys- 
-_ **tem,-or rather want of it. can only be described 
~’ by Dr. Clark’s word “deplorable.’—I am, sir, 


CIVIL SERVANTS AND THEIR PAY. | domiciled in silver-nsing countries, do not darw 
exchange companention at all. Now, as every- 
one should know, they—excepting of course the 
Chinese—are as much affected by the decline in 
the value of silver as their more fortunate con- 
freres or as all those persons whose habits are 
European, As the value of -silver goes down, 
the prices of shirts, collars, hats, clothing, 
socks, school books, butter, and numerous 
other articles, all products of gold-using 
countries, likewise rents of houses owned 
by landlords resident in England, go up 
in proportion. Thus, they do remit to 
gold-using countries, though indirectly, and 
thus, whilo our “compensated” civil servants 


‘TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS,” 

S1r,—In your leader this morning, réferring 
to the gentlemen that riso each morning with 
renewed hop that exchange may drop, you 
say :—" Including naval, military, and civil 
officers and the employees of various home com- 
panies that pay in sterling.” . 

Civil officers aro not paid in sterling. Even 
with half salaries made np to 3s. many men are 
drawing now less pay then they did before {hey 
ever saw Hongkong. The Hongkong Govern- 
ment followed the example—they did not set 
it—of some commorcial firms in granting ex- 
change compensation, but they did not follow 
the example in its\entirety and grant compen- 
sation at 3s 4d. tothe dollar. 

The pension of the public servant is nota 
favour graciously accorded him in Hongkong 
alone; it is his inalienable right, to which the 
public faith is pledged. the condition precedent 
to his employment; it is his own deferred pay 
paid to him in accordance with the Civil Service 
Regulations governing Colonial servants in all 
Her Majesty's Colonies. It (the pension) 
represents to a slight extent the price 
below the market value at which the labour has 
been engaged, and is a very sound investment 
for the. Government, representing a gain of 
some 50 per cent. from men who never draw 
them, the savings of the starvation wages paid 
for years previously, 

Compare the salaries paid here to the Buro- 
pean officers and the nature of their duties and 
responsibilities with the salaries paid ‘in the 
Banks. Very few employees of Banks, I take 
it, contemplate retiring in their old age on the 
incomes civil servauis have to vegetate on, and 
they have had. too, all the best years of their 
life fair incomes, wealthy by comparison with 
the officials. 

Civil servants are debarred from adding to 
their incomes in any way. If fortunate enough 
to be able to save anything they may not invest: 
their savings locally, where they are best able to 
Judge of the soundness of the investments ; they 
may uot own land or houses, except the one they 
live in. 

‘House rent to the bank employer is an un- 
known quantity ; he is housed. : 

There are men who have been public servants 
and yet have deliberately thrown away the ad- 
vantages you so vlowingly-portray for the un- 
certainties and hardships of civil life, and ap- 
parently have done so without regret. 

One more correction and I have done. The 
“Widows Ail Orphans’ Fund” referred to is 
not furnished from general revenue; it is a 
small snm deducted monthly from each officer's 
pay. By no stretch of imagination has the 
public servant to thank the generous pnblic for 
the pittance that may accrue to his widow or 
little ones after his death. It is his own money 
honestly earned, poor though the pay may be. 

In all small communities it is generally a 
safe card to’play to hint that the officials are 
ignorant, idle, useless, and overpaid, but T 
venture to think it is neither just nor generous. 
In this case, however, they appear to have been 
dragged in to emphasise the hardships to which 
the Chiuese Customs officers are exposed. Is 
it to be counted as evil to the civil servants in 
Hongkong because pensions are in their bond, 
continuity of office during good behaviour, and 
because they make provision for their widows 
and orphans ?—Faithfally yours, 

FAIRPLAY. 
Hongkong, 19th August, 1897. 


change, onr “uncompensated” ones corse it. 
The Portuynese, who compose the majority of 


permission to draw exchange compensation, but 
he did not see fit to grant it. ‘Those who are 
responsible for Mr. Chamberlain’s nnfavourable 
decision shonld bave known better. By their 
contact with the Portuguese they see that the 
habits and customs of these men are European 

ae less, in spite of the evidence of their own 
senses, they advised the Secretary of State not 
to graut the prayer of the Portuguese petition. 

‘he lot of the subordinate members of our 
“ivil Service isnot a happy one. For them 
there is no system of promotion. These 
depend altogether on the caprice of the powers 
that be. Lengthy and faithful service is not 
generally, at least in this colony, taken into 
consideration, though the Colonial Office Regn- 
lations provide that. when a vacancy has to be 
filled, preference should be given to officers 
passessed of that qualification. Thus thére are 
at present many officers who, thongh they 
have served the Government faithfully for a 
long time, have noser been able to obtain 
a lift,” having been passed over in favour of 
men comparatively new, often altogether new 
to the service. Further, the subordinates aro 
not in all cases treated considerately by their 
principals. Among the latter, let me add, 
there are exceptions. ‘There are heads of de- 
partments who, placed by accident in import- 
ant positions, never forget that common 
conrtesy which man owes to man and who ara 
above the folly of assuming airs which can serve 
no other purpose than that of exciting ridienle. 

Iam writing in the interest of all those 
public servants, irrespective of nationality, who 
are affected by the fallin exchange, but who 
do not receive exchange compensation, and 
would appeal to His Excellency the Governor 
to recommend their case to the Secretary of 
State for favourable consideration. 

As this letter concerns the welfare of a 
numerous class of public servants, I would beg 
you to be good enough to publish it. I wonld 
go further; I venture to hope that you will give 
them your powerful support, as you have given 
it to the employes of the Imperial Maritime 
Customs.—I remain. your faithfully, 

: toa . OMNIBUS, 
Hongkong, 22nd August, 1897. 


THE MILK ADULTERATION CASE. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 


Deak, Sizr,—I would esteem it a favour if 
you could kindly grant me space in your columns 
for the following comments upon the reeent 
case of milk nadultoration reported in the Hong- 
kong Daily Press. 

In his evidence, Mr. J. T. Cotton is reported 
to have said that he ‘ went down Queen’s Road 
Kast, and waited till the men left with tho two 
tins, and shadowed him all the way to Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s place at Garden Road.” 


If this was actually what Mr. Cotton said I 
have no hesitation in declaring that he was 
mistaken in so far as he supposed he identified the 
man he shadowed to Garden Road with the man 
from whom he had just purchased his milk for 
analysis, inasmnch as the dairyman who was 
convicted at the Police Court on Mr. Cotton’s - 
evidence neither does now, not has ever, sup- 
plied us with milk, and that he does not do so is 
borne out by Mr. Cotton himself, who admits 
that the Chinaman asked him later in the day 
not to repeat his, the dairyman’s, statement that 
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THE SUBORDINATE MEMBERS OF 
THE CIVIL SERVICE AND EX. 
CHANGE COJIPENSATION. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE * DALLYPRES.” 

Sir,—in the matter of the fall in exchange 
aifecting employds you have given your power- 
ful support to the officers of the Imperial 
Customs, and “ Fairplay ” has come forward as 
the champion of those members of our Civil 
Service who are in receipt of exchange com- 
pensation. On behalf of those members of that 
Service who are not in receipt of exchange 
compensation, allow me, who am not a pnblic 
servant, to raise my feeble voice. . 

Tt is not generally known that the majority 
‘lof the public servants of this place, being: 


ed - WILLIAM HARTIGAN, 
hae a M. D. Dipt: State Med. 
Hongkong, 22nd Angust. . 


them, applied to the Secretary of State for. 


a " THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND’ - + PAngust 26, 1897, 


may or may not welcome every Crop in ex- ‘ 


in the strictest sense of the word. WNeverthe- : 


‘he supplied us with milk, thus, in fact, denying © 


SRE PITS 1, 
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.. his previous statement to Mr. Cotton that he 


supplied our dairy with milk.— Yours faithfully. 
Oca “DD. KENNEDY. 
‘ Hongkon g, 24th August, 1897. ; 


POSTAL DELIVERY AT THE PEAK. 
Dear Sir,—Will you permit mo through 
your medium to give publicity to a small 
growl against the Postal Anthoritics in con- 
nection with the tardy delivery of mail letters 
at the Peak? ‘Lhe delivery of the last English 
mail commenced at 4.20 p.m. on Friday, and 


_ yet I did not receive my letters till 1.30 p.m, 


the next day, Saturday. When I send to the 
Post Office for thom I am told ‘they have been 
handed to the postman for delivery.” The 
aforesarl postman (quite a misnomer by the 
way) is supposed, I believe, to deliver letters 
three times per day at the Peak, viz., 8 a.m,, 
-l p.m, and 4 p.m., but 1 should say he must 
alter these hours to suit his own convenience 
and in some instances omit a delivery altogether. 
This is a worse state of affairs than obtains iu 
the most remote little village in England, 
whore the postman has to trudge, through all 
weathers, sometimes ten miles, aud yet this is 


a-great commercial port, and the Peak a sub-. 


urb thereof. Surely we have a right to expect 
and receive better treatment than this at the 
hands of the Postal Authorities. <All the 


British and foreign residents are naturally, 


eager for news from the ‘ Dear Homeland,” I 


 gmiong the rest, and as it is needlessly delayed 
_. I think I am justified in subscribing myself. 


* on 23rd Ang. at noon. 


peewee 


‘ . AN INJURED ONE. 
The Peak, Hongkong, 23rd August. 


HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA DOCK 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 
- ena SS a . 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of share- 
holders in the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock 
Company, Limited, was held at the offices 
Mr. St. U. 3lichaelsen 
presided, and amongst tho others present 
were :—Hon. J. J. Bell Irving, Messrs. J. H. 
Lewis, N. A. Siebs, J.S. Van Buren (Directors), 
D. Gillies (Chief Manager), T. J. Rose. (Secre- 
tary), F. Henderson, H. Wicking, W. Parfitt, 
E. S. Whealler, G. C. Cox, ©. S. Sharp, F. 
Dodwelt G. Murray Bain, R. Miteholl, J. 


R. Michael, H. E. Tomkins, D. Haskell, and 


H. M.S. H. Esmail. 
The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the meeting. 


- The CHAIRMAN.—Gentlemen, the report and 


*- balance of 895,790.92 to new account. 
- which IT think recommends itself in every res- 


“will notice that the samy is not os largo us on 
- ‘some former oceasions. 


_to.go on writing off fair amounts and thus fur- 


value amounted to about $1,125,000. 
‘the latter, including the additions since 3lst 
-December; 1896, and after deducting the 


accounts having been in your hands for some 
time, I propose, with your permission to follow 
‘the usual course and take them as read. Your 
Directors are glad to meet you onee more with 
a result that, although net as brilliant as those 
of the last two or three half-years, will never- 
theless be considered very satisfuctory one. 
Our net protit, after adding the amount carried 
forward from last half-year’s account! and de- 
ducting Directors’ and Auditors’ fees, amounts 
to $421,950.59 and enables us to propose the 
distribution, of what has for some time become 
the usual dividend and bonus of 12 per cent., 
‘absorbing $187,500, and to recommend a bonus 
of $20,000 to contributing shareholders ; that a 
sum of 818,659.67 be written off from the value 
of our Kowloon and Cosmopolitan. establish- 
-ments and our launches, to place another lac to 
the credit of reserve fund, thus augmenting the 
Jatter to $700,000, and to carry forward the 
I trast 
‘that all of you will approve of this distribution 


pect. As regards the amount written off you 


: In ny speech six 
-mouths ago I remarked that it was good policy 


ther strengthen our position, but on the other 
hand it is not absolately necessary to write off 
‘suich large amounts each time as our establish- 
ments are already down in our books to such a 
tow-lovel. .’To this I also referred in my last 
speech, when I mentioned that the tetal book 
‘To-day 


$18,659.67 to be written off as proposed, is 
$1,550,000, and I can only repeat that this must 


. “be> considered an exceedingly low amount for. 


|) money as_ originally 
| machines etec., on account of the low exchange 


labour, and material is practically the same now 


-some of the improvements that will be required 


such an establishment as ours, especially if you 
take into considération that onr docks and 
buildings could not be built now for the same 
spent and that onr 


now ralirg could not be brought ont from 
home at anything like the same cost. Then 
you must not forget that out reserve fund 
of $700,000, which, though not particularly 
created for such o purpose, certainly at 
present stands as an asset against the book 
value of our establishments: Furthermore, I 
may draw your attention to the fact that we 
have actually written off not only those 318,60v, 
but altogether $39,000, inasmuch as we have 
debited the whole cost of the recoustruction of 
the No, 1. slip so far exprnded to revenue 
account, thns improving that portion of our 
establishment without writing up its certainly 
enhanced value. We could of course have 
chosen the latter way and simuitaneonsly 
written off the amount ognin. but the manner 
in which we have dealt with this item is 
perhaps the more correct one. ‘The gross 
earnings for the six months are comparatively 
less than those of the former half-year, but you 
must take into consideration the class of work 
that has passed through our hands. We had 


again o lack -of Jarge vessels with extensive 


repairs, and few of them required more than 
docking, painting, and the general overhanl 
to engines and boilers. so that the greater 
part of our returns was derived from the 
ordinary business. ‘This 
course pays fairly well but only so long 
as we get enough of it. he tirst four months 
of the half year made a very good average, but 
May and June were comparatively poor. Such 
periods of dullness were absent dnring the pre- 
vious two or threo half-years, but they will 
always occur from time in a business like ours. 
Perhaps a certain rumber of ve-sels which used 
to dock here have been withdrawn from this 
coast and no doubt others have been compelled 
by the low state of the freight market to reduce 


their expenses with regard to dovking to the 


lowestlimit. ‘The Company’s tariff for docking, 
as it was 30 years ayo, when the {dollar was 
worth so considerably imnch more, and as 
Enropean labour anid cost of material have in- 
creased very largely and forms an important 
item in all repairs yon can well undvrstani that 
to earn the same profit a greater volume of work 
must be got through. Of lato years a very 
large expansion has takeu place in the dimen- 
sions of steamships trading to the Last; 
indeed, I may safely state that they have now 
at least twice the carrying capacity they had ten 
years ago, so that in consequence of having a 
much bigger class of ships to deal with it neces- 
sarily follows that a srreater demand is being 
made for larger docks, work-shops, and michines. 
It therefore gives we pleasnre to inform you 
that steps have already been taken to carry out 


to meet the wants of our constituents. Our 
business has been growing considerably from 
year to year and in order to make provision for 
the increase in the amunnt of work your direc- 
tors have entered into neyoviations’ with the 
Government for a further extension of about 
375 feet width at Hunyhom Marine Lot No. J, 
the acquisition of which will give ample scope 
for the further eplarvement of tha works; but 


immediate use. Our articles of Association in 
their present form require that any purchase 
of land‘must be sanctioned by the shareholders, 
so to meet this requirement 1 shell latter on 
submit to you a resolution empowering your 
directors to buy the property in question. 
The land acquired in September of last year 
is now being levelled down: and as soon as 
the hill has been removed a new blacksmith 
shop and a forge with all the most modern 
improvements will le erected. ‘The facilities 
of this department have long been felt to 
be quite inadequaty to meet the demands 
made on us, because our present appliances are 
not competent to take the heavy vliss of forg- 
ing frequently wanted for some of the larger 
steamers. Since our last meeting the fresh 
proposals then referred to for the construction 
of the new Admiralty Dock have been for- 
warded to the Commander-in-Uhief on this 
station, Sir Alexander Buller, who has trans- 


mitted them to the authorities at home, but we 


class of work of. 


the whole of this lund will not be required for, 


“ecconnt. 


have not yet received an answer. However, as 
the terms and advantages we now offer are more 
liberal than those formerly subinitted we trust 
that they will meet with approval from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. In 
the meantime you will understand that 
I am stiJl unable to refer to this mat- 
ter at greater length. ‘The No. | slip is 
now in  thorouyh ood  repair—working 
very satisfactorily—and will render good 
service for many years to come. The new 
galvanizing plant by eleetric deposit is also 
giving much satisfaction, the work being done 
much better, in shorter time and at less cost. 
In former years we have always had a great 
deal of night work in the sawmill and joiner 
shop, and as the light used by the workmen was 
an open candle which is not only a bad light but 
also constitutes n very great danger from fire, 
more especially when the inflammable nature of 
the shavings and timber is taken into considera- 
tion, to reduce this to a minimnm the Directors 
have introduced into these departments an elec-: 
tric installation which gives a much superior 
light at a cost but littl: exceeding that of can- 
dies. ‘Purning to the item in our balance sheet, 
“cost of materia! on hand.” you will tind the 
same standing at 2947,109.10, which is about 
$125,000 more than six months ago. ‘Lhe larger 
amount is explained by further additions to the 
stock that were needed: aml though compelled 
to by the wants of our business to keep such @ 
heavy stock. on hail, it might sometimes not be 
so agreeable to be in such a pesition, asa stock 
like ours absorbs a yood deal of iuterest, but on 
this particnlar occasion you will agree with me 
that there is only room for congratulation 
inasmnch as the vrester portion of our stock 
consists of material imported from gold coun- 
tries for which the exchange had previously 
been settled at hiyher,and partly at much higher 
rates than the present one. i should not like 
to commit myself to ignres, bit you will easily 
imagine that tho difference must be a pretty 
large one. As I mentioned before, our tariff 
has not been altered so tar, but if exchange 
remains at present rates wo might be compelled 
to do so eve long. ‘he difference alluded to is 
of conrse not profit but only asaving to us, and 
it is certajas very comforting to know that we 
have the Jhtter in hand on so biz an amount, 
At the last meeting | prosiséd that we would 
earefally go into the qnestion of investing our 


funds at a better rate of interest. We 
lave now dons so, but on account of 


the improvements and allitions to our plant 
and stock we have hal to spend a_ good 
deal of money. so that when the time came we 
fonnd that we had very little to invest. We 
have, however, lent S1V0.000 to the Humphreys 
Estate and Finanee Company on 6 per cent. 
mortgage debentnres. At this rate of interest 
we are protected against any loss of an overdraft 
with the Bank, which would likewise cost us 
6 per cent. perannum. I held ont a hope six 
months ago that our interest account might 
show a nore favourable result this time, but 
for the reasons just statel it is the reverse, 
the account showing a deticit of 3480.95 as 
compured with a surplus of $215.50 on the last 
occasion. With regard tothe Admiralty Loan 
I might mention that your directors some time 
ago tried to pay off the balance in oriler not to 
incur any possible furth-r lossin exchange on 
the amount still outstanding, but wo received a 
reply that the Crovernment had no power to 
accede to our request, 80 in aceordance. with the 
terms of our contract with the Admiralty 
we had to go on paying. off by instalments. 
The result of this is at the present 
time that not only th» amonnt of $3,530.87 
at tho credit of Admiralty loan adjustment 
account has been wiped ont, but a further small 
sum of $213.99 had to be debited to revenue 
As exchange has continued to de- 
oline Heavily since Jnne 3Vth we inust of conrse 


‘be prepared to make furthor provision in sub- 
sequent accounts. 


At our Isst meeting. in- 
formed you that we contemplate: remodelling 
our Articles of Association and we accordingly 

ve instructions to that effect to our solicitors. 
‘I'he Intter have finished the work in the mean- 
time, bnt it was too lute to bring.up the new 


“Articles for approval ut this meeting, so they 


will have to stand over antil Februrry .next. 
The month of July and the beginning: of 
Angnst were, { nm sory to gay, rather slack, - 


i 


‘bat since the middle’ of this’ mpnth greater — 


'f 
‘eg 
i 
ig 
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“activity has prevailed at all the docks and we 
- have been once more fairly busy. I hope this 
stato of affairs will continue and that at the 


end of the present half-year we shall have every 


- yeagon’ to look back to it with satisfaction. 


In conélusion I wish to record once more the 
directors’ great appreciation of the services 
rendered by our esteemed chief manager and 
our staff—(xupplause)—in baving carried on 


- their duties in such an efficient way at all times 


during the six months, and I have no doubt 


* that shareholders will cordially join in this 


award of thanks. (Applanse). Before moving 


> -the adoption of the report and accounts I shall 
* be glad to answer to the best of my ability any 
- question that shareholders may wish to put. 


Mr. MicHAeL—I would like to ask the di- 
rectors whether it is intended to sub-diride the 
shares in order to make them marketable for 


‘small investors. 


The CHAIRMAN—I may say, in answer to 


Mr. Michacl’s question, that nothiug has been’ 


decided as yet. Some shareholders made a pro- 


‘posal to me some time ayo with regard to such 


a scheme and, withont expressing any opinion 
on it on behalf of myself nnd colleagues, 1 sim- 
ply pointed out that the present was not an op- 
portunoe timo for taking up the subject. I ex- 
plained why I thonght so and they wero 
satisfied and agrevl to let the matter stand over 
for the present. I hope you will be satisfied 
with this answer of mine. 


“My. Micuari—Thanks. 


There were no other questions und the CHAIR- 
“MAN proposed the adoption of the report and 
the passing of the accounts. 
. Myr. C. 8. SHagp—My. Chairman, in rising 
to second the adoption of the report and ac- 
counts now befor: us, £ have but little to say, 
‘as the remarks you have just made have dealt 
so fully with then. Wo cannot always expect 


. to have sueh reeord yéars as of late, but 


although the accounts do net shew quite as 


-good results as those we kaye recently been 


accustomed to, 1 feel sure that shareholders 
generally must consider them emimently satis- 


- factory, and I thiuk he mnst indeed be 


hard to please who is not satisfied with 


‘the figures now before us, the considerable 


writings off and addition to reserve fund 
and the handsome return to shareholders, 
Iam glad to see the Board is determined to 


_keep. pace with the times by keeping the Com- 


pany provided with an establishment quite up 
to date, thns enabling it to tackle the heavier 


- @lass of work nowadays so often called for and 
- to carry out repairs, Ce., with that expedition 


now so necessary in these days of hurry, and I 
feel sure that these additions will contribnte to 


 . gnstain the highreputation this Company already 


so desorvedly enjoys for the quality of the work 
turned out by it and the despatch with-which such 
work i® done. You have referred io the heavy 


- stocks of material figuring in the acconnts, and 


though these may, no donbt . entail some loss 
in the way of interest, I think it is only in the 


- nature of things that a Company such as this 


professing to be well equipped for any work 


* that may turn up must carry such heavy stocks 
- and on this occasion, as you point out, we have 


“some reason for congratulation that these have 
been Jaid in at so much hetter rates 
of exchange than now possible. The Admir- 


“alty Loan, in consequence of the drop in 
| ‘exchange, is the only unsatisfactory feature 
--. I have noticed in the accounts, and it will be 


‘indeed a good thing wheu this ceases to appear. 
Tt would almost look as if it were well to havo 
the money remitted in sterling to London and 


"placed on fixed deposit there, even thongh earn- 


ing only the lower rate of interest current 


-- there, and thus once and for all have done with 


the vexed matter of exchange. In conclusion, 
I feel only too sure that shareholders will 
heartily concur in the remarks you have made 
in appreciation of the services of our chief 


. manager and staff generally. (Applause.) We 


must all feel our interests have been indeed well 
served by them. (Applause.) I beg to second 


’ the adoption of the report and accounts. 
-._ Carried. 


~ Tho CoarrmMan—Referring to the remarks 


'~ .[-have just made I have now pleasure in pro- 


posing the following resolution : —°‘ That 


- this Company do accept the terms for pur- 
--- ghasing a further extension to Hung Hom 
~ --Marine Lot No. 1, contained in the letter of 


the Honourable the Colonial Secretary to Mr. 
Gillies, dated 31st July, 1897, No, 1227,” 

Mr. Liwts—I beg to second that resolution. 

Carried. 

The CHairnmMAN—That is all the business of 
the meeting, gentlemen. Dividend warrants will 
be ready to-morrow. J thank you for your 
attendance. ; 


HONGKONG HOTEL COMPANY, 
LIMITED, 
Sims a ees 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of the 
shareholders in the Hongkong Hotel Co., Ltd., 
was held on Saturday, at noon, in the Hotel. 
Mr. R. C. Wilcox presided and there were also 
present: Messrs. W. Parfitt and I. Osborne 
(Directors). C. Mooney (Secretary), C. J. Gon- 
salves, G. C. Cox, A. Coutts, H. Buck, W. Low, 
Capt. Goddard, C. Palmer, W. H. Potts, F. 
Henderson, Ho Fook, Lo Cheung Shiu, Fat 
Tak. Han Chenk ‘Tien, Ip Che Fong, Leung 
Tit Shan, Ho Yam Nam, Chan Chan Nan and 
Wong Kam Fuk, ; 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Gentlemen, the report 
and statement of accounts having been in your 
hands for more than a week, I propose, with 
your permission, to take them as read. 
The result of the working of the Company's 
business will, I trust, be considered satisfactory. 
There was a very substantial increase in the 
net profits last half-year as compared with 
those of the same period of last year, and the 
profits of the first six months of 1896 showed a 
great increase on those of the corresponding 
half of 1895, pretty reliable indication that 
the improvement has been steady. It is with 
profonnd satisfaction that the directors have 
at length felt at liberty to declare a dividend, 
eyual to six per cent per annum, more 
vspecially as they are also in a_ position 
to carry forward a balance that will 
practically ensure their ability to recommend a 
not less appropriation for the current half-year. 
As you are aware, gentlemen, this half is our 
lean one, and for the first three months its 
working has hitherto almost invariably resulted 
in a debit balance. Iam very glad, therefore, 
to be able to inform you that the month of July 
showed a very decided improvement over the 
corresponding month of last year, and we have 
reason to think this improvement will extend 
through the rest of the half-year. We have 
continued our policy of writing down the valne 
of furniture, which is still very necessary, since 
much of it is suffering from the infirmity of 
age, and requires early renewal or re-cover- 
ing. Coming to the Repairs and Renewal 
Account, I may mention that the greater 
part -of the 36,000 transferred from Profit 
and Loss to that account has been expended ; 
but this has been due to several extraordinary 
and exceptional outlays during the half-year 
that will not have to be repeated, and some of 
which will enable a saving to be effected, 
as for instance throngh the alterations made 
resulting in the acqnisition of dry and well- 
ventilatefl store-rooms, which will “obviate the 
necessity of paying godown hire and prevent 
deterioration of the stores. The sanitary con- 
dition of the bnilding bas also been improved 
by the admission of light and air, securing a 
free current where ventilation was formerly 
obstructed by nseless partitions and plaster 
walls, I may add that during the six months 
a music room, reading room, and. smoking 
room, have been provided, for which some new 
furniture and appointments had to be pur- 
chased. Thoso rooms are, however, necessary 
adjuncts of a first class hotel, and they are much 
appreciated by the guests. The bar receipts, 
as stated in the report, have shown a satisfac- 
tory increase, but those from billiards have 
fallen off somewhat. Wo hope, however, that 
when Pedder’s Wharf is constructed, and the 
stream of traffic from the harbour again flows 
past the Hotel, we shall experience a revival of 
custom ‘in both these departments. The work 
of reclamation on the forshore -has latterly 
made greater progress, thongh its visible 
effects are still very disappointing. In this 
seaward extension of their property the Com- 
pany will possess a valuable asset. Only one 
small call remains to be paid, and we shall 


then cease to make provision for these payments, 


; August 26, 1897. 


The prospects of the company have improved 
all round, and I see no reason why it should 
not look for a season of prosperity after its long 
experience of adversity. But your directors 
do not intend to relax their efforts in the 
direction of economy and the prevention of loss 
by carelessness, waste, or peculation, nor do 
they consider that there remains nothing more 
to achieve now that the Company’s stock has | 
been lifted from a nominal quotation of $7 per 
share to par. (Applause.) I do not think there 
is anything further for me to add, gentlemen, 
but I shall be glad to nnswer any questions. 

No questions were asked, and the CHAIRMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and passing 
of the accounts. , : 

Mr. G. C. Cox—Mr. Chairman, I bave mach 
pleasure in sevouding the adoption of the report 
and accounts. { think all the shareholders will 
agree with me in considering the report a highly 
gratifying one. (Applause.) 

Carried. Le 

Mr. Ho I'vok proposed the re-election of the 
retiring directors, Messrs I. CU. Wilcox and 
Partitt. 

iMyr. Harr Buck seconded. 
> Carried. 

Mr. A. Courts proposed the re-election of 

Messrs W. H. Potts and W. il. Gaskel as 


auditors. 


Mr. PALMER seconled. 

- Carried. 

The CHatRMAN—T hat concludes the business 
of the meeting gentlemen. I thank yon for 
your attendance. It remains for me to say that 
dividend warrants will not be ready nntil 30th 
inst. A notice will be sent to all shareholders 
asking them to sendin their scrip tor veritica- ~ 
tion on and after the 22nd inst., and the divid- 
end warrants will be issned on application to the | 
Secretary, after verification of the scrip, on and 
after 30th inst. ‘This delay has been rendered 
necessary owing to there having been several 
changes in the office of Secretary, and the long 
interval that has elapsed since’a dividend was 
paid to the sharehclders. Ism sorty there should 
be any delay, but you will recovnise its neces- 
sity, [ am sure. Holders of old scrip are also 
informed that old certificates will b« eancelled 
and new ones issned in exchange. ‘his notice 
will be sent ont to all the shareholders. 

Mr. Ho Foox—Before leaving I beg to 
propose a hearty vote of thanks to the Hoard 
and staff for having brought the Company toa 
dividend-payirg stage. 

Captain (opps RD—I have much pleasure in 
seconding that resolution: I think, considering 
that in the matter of two years the shares have 
gone up from 87 a share to 35), par value, it 
shows that the company is in a very satisfactory 
state, and it is all owing to the untiring efforts 
of the Directors that this satisfactory result . 
has been brous:rht about. The Hotel is better 
furnished. Letter provided, and the rooms are 
kept better lighted than they have ever been. 
The music room, reading room, and smoking 
room are very great benetits in the hotel, both to 
resident boarders and also for transient guests. 
I am pleased to second this vote of thanks 
proposed by Mr. Ho Fook. I think the Direc- 
tors fully deserve it. 

The CHAIRMAN—Gentlemen, on. behalf of 
my fellow Directors and myself, I return our 
heartiest thauks for the compliment you have 
paid us. I can assnre yon that in the future, 
as in the past, no effort will be spared to 
promote the welfare 'of the business of the 
Company. 


There is a rumonr in native official circles to 
the effect that Woo Jim-pah, ex-compradcre of 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank at Tientsin, 
and who was leposed from his managership of 
the Tientsin-Shanhaikuan Railway last winter 
through the dennnviation of a number of Cen. 
sors, will be reinstated in his old post some 
time next month. ‘fhe fact seems to be that as 
the two snecessors of Woo did not understand 
anything abont business or railway traffic 
management, they have been, makinge'a worse - 
mess of an alrea‘ly bad sizte, and have therefore 
persuaded the Viceroy to allow Woo Jim-pah 
to try to restore order out of chaos,—N..C. 
Daily News. ° a 
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'. HE RUREKA AND QUEEN MINES. 


_ pensive to work. 


~ “199,000, Tis. 140,99}, Ts. 145.653; 


wae 


-; We have received from Messrs. John D. 


ae Humphreys and Son, the General Managers, 
~ _ the following reports received by them from 
_ + the mines :— 


OLIVERS FREEHOLD MINES, LIMITED, 

- Monnt Macdonald. 

: ae 2drd July, 1897. 
Eureka Mine—During the past week work 
has been progressing as usual. At the 200 ft, 
level, the North and South drives are being 
pushed ahead, bnt there is no change since last 
report. At the 150 ft level, the reef in the 


-. North drive is improving in size and quality, 


and good work is being done in stoping at the 
back of both levels. The sinking of the main 
‘shaft is progressing satisfactorily; it is now 


~ 83 ft. below the 200 ft. level, 26 ft. have been 


timbered, and ladder stage put in. 
Battery is working fairly well cousidering 
. We have got in the foundation log for the new 
- pan, about to be put in to meet the require- 
ments of the new battery. Bed logs have been 
‘obtained, and all preparations for new battery 


_ going on, so that we will be able to erect it 


imniediately on arrival. 
- p. pro, Jonn D. Humpureys & Son. 
C. J. WILLMorr. 


MINING CO., LIMITED, 
Mount Macdonald 
23rd July, 1897. 
Queen Mine.—The contractors in the main 
“shaft continue to,make fair progress, averaging 


NEW BALMORAL GCLD 


now 5 feet per week. The country is favourable | 


-for sinking, and there is no water to contend 
with. We will shortly take into consideration 
the best course to adopt in regard to this mine; 
as from present appearances we think it will be 
advisable to continue: sinking after completion 
of the present contract, but a change may occur 
betore then. 

Balmoral Mine.—The trilutors are now break- 

-ing.a little stone, in which gold is seen ; but the 
rock is extremely hard, and consequently ex- 


JOHN D. HuMPHREYS & Son, 
C.J. WILusorr. . 


p. pro. 


| BOYD & COMPANY, LIMITED. 
—-—#—-~ ° 


The annual general meeting of the share- 


. holders in the above Company was held on the 


18th August at the Board-room of the Com- 
‘pany, Pootung Shanghai. Mr. John Prentice 
’ presided, and there were also present, Messrs. 


., Jas. Johnston, Jas. Mackenzie (Directors), Jas. 


_ Ferrier, C. Thorne, J. D. Thorburn, W. G. 
Pirie, J. Trlloch, J..M. Young, Colin Bucha- 


“nan, and Jas. H. Osborne (Sécretary), re- 


presenting in all 6,746 shares, 
The notice convening the meeting having 


been read, 


‘The CHAIRMAN said that. the report and 
accounts having been in the hands of the 
shareholders for some time, with their per- 
mission he would take them as read. Tho 
-Divectors had reason to congratulate the share- 
-holders' on the results of the year's working. 


; _It-would be noticed that the results were not 


quite as. good as those of last year, but they 
-would retwember that last year he, the Chair- 
man, had told them that entirely different 
_cireumstances then existed, and thnt such an 
excellent state of affairs was not likely to 
zhappen again. Unfortunately ‘it had not 
happened. The balance at credit of Profit and 
“Loss Acconnt was larger than tbat of all the 
“preceding years, with the exception of last year, 
which was exceptionally good. The balances 


- at--credit ‘of Profit and Loss Account for 


the preceding six years were Tis. 142,009, T's. 
for last 


“" . ‘year, an exceptionally good ‘ons, Tls. 259,867, 


sud this year, Tis. 152,642. As the sliare- 
holders were aware, the Company had been 
working at the Birkhall for some time, and 
that had been a canso of serious loss. ‘That, 


“however, was all written off. with the excoption 
_ . of the last two months, which had come! into 
-.. this year’s work, so that the loss for next! year 


would be very.small, After deducting Direc- 


‘tors’ and Anditor’s fees, it was proposed to 
‘appropriate the balance at oredit of Profit 
~ and Less: as follows:—Amount to be added 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


to Reserve Fund, Ts. 30,000; amount to- be 
placed to Maintenance and Depreciation 
Account, Tls, 15,000; a dividend of Tis. 
12 on ordinary shares, Tls. 93,600; amount 
to be carried to new account, Tis, 
11,742.10. The objoct of the directors: all 
through was to ,Idce the Company on a firm 
basis, and with this in view they had appro- 
priated Tls. 30,0000 the reserve fund, which 
now amounted to Th. 190,000. A dividend of 
]2 per cent. had been declared, and although 


the dividend cculd have been made larger, still | 


the directors had thought that one of 12 per 
cent. was most conducive to the best interests 
of the Company. Mr. Hay had gone home 
shortly after the last meeting, as they were all 
aware, and Mr. Mackenzie had been appointed 
a director in his place. Mr. Johnston, accord- 
ing to the Articles of Association, retired, but 
being eligible, offered himself for re-election, 


.and Mr. Thorburn, the auditor, also retired 


and offered himself for re-election. Before 
moving the adoption of the report and accounts 
the Chairman said he would be pleased to an- 
swer any questions that might be put. 

There being no questions, the Chairman 
moved aud Mr. Johnston seconded :—“ That 
the report and statement of accounts, as pre- 
sented, be approved, and the appropriations 
adopted.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. J. M. Young proposo.—" That Mr. Jas. 
Johnston be re-elected a Director.” 

Mr. Thorne seconded. 

Carried. 

Mr. Colin Buchanan proposed. and Mr. 
Ferrier seconded—‘ That Mr. J. D. Thorburn 
be elected auditor for the present year.” 

Carried unanimously. . 

The Chairman—That, gentlemen. concludes 
the business of the meeting, and you shall have 
your dividend warrants to-morrow. (Applause.) 

Mr. Thorne—I have very great pleasure in 
proposing a vote of thanks tothe Chairman, I 
might also say, to the Directors and staff. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The vote of thanks was passed and Mr. Pren- 
tice thanked the shareholders on behaif of him- 
self and the Directors for it. He weleomed 
them to the new Board Room. He had been 
asked why the meeting was not held at the 
Shanghai Club as usual. ‘The reason for the 
change was that the Club Committee would not 
allow any more meetings to be held there. Be- 
sides, by coming over to Pootung, the share- 
holders had an opportunity of seeing their pro- 
perty, and they certainly had a‘better viow than 
at the Clab. He would be pleased to show them 
round the works, in order that they might see 
what was going on. 

The proceedings then termiuated—N. (. 
Daily News. 

The following is the Report :— 

In submitting their Report with Statement 
of Accounts for the year ended 3th April, 1897, 
the Directors congratulate the shareholders on 
the favourable results shown. 

The net earnings for the year, including 
amonnt brought forward from last aecount and 
interest on investments, and allowing for all 
known liabilities, stand at......... Tis. 152,642.10 


Less Directors’ and Auditor's Fees ,, 2,300.00 
Tis. 150,342.10 


The Reserve Fund stands ‘at Ts. 160,000, of 
which Tls. 100,000 is investel, and tho directors 
have decided to add to it the sun of ‘Ts. 30,000, 
and they propose to. make the following appro- 
priations :— 


Ts. 
lst—Amount to bo added to Reserve 
und ......... a ee eseadeh caduce teste 30,000.00 
2nd—Amonnt to be placed to Main- 
tenance and Depreciation Account 15,090.00 
Srd—Dividend of 'T'ls. 12-V0 on Orili- 
nary Shares...... ........... cast _... 93,600.00 
4th—Amount to be carried to New 
Account ......00 0000.0. 11,742.10 


Tle - 150,342.10 
- In accordance with Clanse 98 of the Articles 
of. Association one of the directors, Mr. Jas. 
Johnston, will retire, but being eligible, offers 
himself for re-election. 
The accounts have been audited by Mr. J. D. | 
Thorburn, who offers himself for re-election. 


i 


| Ee 
Prorit anv Loss Account. PERE Fes 
D : Tis. 


28th July, 1896. ir. 
To dividends paid on 7,800 ordinary shares, a 

Tha. 15 per share oo... ek cesses sees 117j000.00 
To dividends paid on 200 founders’ shares, ° . 

Tila. 117 per sharon. 23,400.00 
To maintenance and depreciation account 1896 20,000.00 
To reveree fund, 1896.0...) 60,000.00. 
To ditectors’ and anditor’s feor, 1895. ......... 2,300.00 
To balance carried down ......... 37,167.24 

Tis. 259,867.24 — 
30th April, 1897. 
To balance ........ .. 152,642.10 
Tle. 152,642.10 
30th April, 1396. Cr. Res 
By balance from last account ... ... .. |... 259,867.24 


- 259,867.24 


Tis, 
28th July, 1896. ; 
By balance brought down 37,163.24 
30th April, 1897. 
By net earninge forthoycar 115,474.86 


. 152,642.10 


BALANCE SHEET. 


ARSETS, Tis, 
Property account— ‘ 
Land and buildings in Pootung, and the 
Now Dock ieee eee, 427,068.00 


Plant account— 
Machinery and gear at engine works and 


new dock, aud pumping gear... . ..”.. 187,620.27 
Stock account— 


Value of materials at’ engine works and 


new dook .........00.06 seseecssesecce vee eresecee 374,635.51 
Furniture account - : 
In offices and dwelling-houses ;...000.0....0... 8,207.17 
Reserve fund—Inyestment acconnt-— 
25 Canton Insurance shores... 2,087.50 
45 North-China Insurance shares 6,390.00 
35 Yangtsze Insurance shares ... 1,715.00 
30 Union Insurance shares ..... 1,860.00 
105 China Mutual 8. N. Co. Pref. ~ 
shares ooo... ........ eeeeeeeee see —3y875.00 
100 Taku Tug & LighterCo.shares 6,000.00 
54 Shanghai Tug Boat Co. shares 6,124.58 
8 Co-op. Cargo Bont Co. shares: 800.00 
50 Shanghai Cargo BoatCo.sharea 6,250.00 
9 bonds Chinese Gov. loan EB. .*.. 2,250.00 


Fixed deposits with H. &S. Bank 63,847.92 


100,000.00 
Sundry debtors— 
Accounts in course of collection .............. 283,789.23 
Ta, 1,376,315.18 
LIABILITIES. Tis, 


ital account — ‘ 
Ca7,800 ordinary shares nt Tis. 100 780,000.00 a 
200 founders’ shares at Tls. 100 20,000.00 


—— 800,000.00 
Improvements account — : , 
Balance from last account ...... 18,519.79 
Less expended 1896-1897 . .. 14,137.26 | 
——-——-- 4,382.53 
Maintenance and depreciation account — 
Balance from last account 10,469.73 


. Appropriation, 30th April, 1896 20,000.00 


. 30,469.73 
Less expended 1896-1897 ...... 16,039.87 
— 14,430.06 
Reserve fund—* 

Amount at credit of this account ... ;...... 160,000.00 
Sundry creditors .- 244,860.49 
Profit and loss account— 

Balance at credit of this avcount ............ 152,642.10 


Tis. 1,376,315.18 


A scientific prospecting party, writes an 
vecasional native correspondent to the N.C, 
Daily News from Amoy, bas besn investigating 
Ch‘uangchou prefecture, Fukien, at the orders 
of H.E. Yn La, ‘Partar-General of Foochow 
and Imperial Commissioner of the Foochow 
arsenal anil naval dockyard. for coal, which is — 
urgently wanted at the last-uamed works, in 
view of the renewe activity in shipbuilding 
there, The idea is to have some coal. mines 
conveniently near to supp:y the Arsenal in as 
large quantities as desired. But the prospect- 
ing party was agreeably surprised to come upon, 
during its wanderings, a rich galena mine in 
the vicinity of the Chingyang bills, belonging . 
to the district of Anch'i; A glowing report 
has been sent to the Viceroy t‘an-and the Tar- . 
tar-Geveral Yd abont the mine, but the problem ~ 
lies in the difficulty of transport, as the district _ 
has no good rouds. Pea eS 


- been share 


* told only 


".._ fact, I am confident of it. 


ees (7 


_ SHANGHAI EXGINEERING, SHIP- 
-. BUILDING, AND DUCK . 
CO., LIMI1ED, 
—_-+_-@—_—_- 


The second general meeting of the share- 


: holders in the above Company wus held at the 


offices of Messrs. Dodwell, Carlill & Co., Shanghai 
on the 16th August. Mr. Douglas Jones presided, 

‘and there were also present, Count Butler, 
Messrs. O. Middleton, Chun Fairing, and Otto 
Meuser (Directors), and Messrs. T. Weir, 
E. W. Clements. J. M. Young, L. J.. Vander- 

‘stegen, J. Ford, J. Watson, J. West, J. 

‘Blechynden,- J. J. Buchheister, F. Clifton, 
J. Valentine. J. W. H. Burgoyne, and KR. J. 
MacGowan (Secretary). 

The notice convening the meeting having 
been read. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Geutlemen, with your 
consent we will take the minutes of the last 
‘meeting a8 read; they were duly published. 
And also, gentlemen, I will ask you, as the ac- 
counts and the report have been iu your hands. 
now for some days, that you will allow me to 
take them as read. The report is so full, that it 

«leavas me very few remarks to make upon it, but 
T trust that you will agree with your directors in 
thinking that the result of the first eight months’ 

_ working is satisfactory, more particnlarly when 
yemombering the heavy rains which fell during 
the last portion of 1896, and the early part of 
the present year, which in the partly uncovered 

‘condition ofthe Engineering works at Yangtze- 
“poo, retarded work very considerably. As’ re- 
gards the new dock and works being built on the 
Pootung side, bad weather, and the late arrival 
of our timber, and small troubles, among which 
were the tropbles with the workmen, which have 

y pretty well every building oper- 

ation going on in the Settlement, have also pre- 

-yented our proceeding as quickly as ‘we should 

like to have done. At the same time it is 
satisfactory to know that there have been 
no accidents to the dock itself, and that 
the: excavation is now within six feet 
of the limit. The cofferdam has on. two 
occasions given us trouble, but, though 
annoying, I am glad to say that repairs will not 
be costly, and our manager thinks will now be 
effectual. The buildings aro progressing satis- 


*- factorily ; some of them are finished and the 


-machine shop will be ready to receive the plant 
when it arrives. Wo have as much work in 


. hand as our limited space at Yangtzepoo will 


enable us to deal satistactorily with. I think, 
gentlemen, there is nothing more I can say in 
connection with the accounts and tho report; 
but before sitting down I shall be happy to 
auswer any questions any of the shareholders 


may put, to the best of my ubility. 


Mr. BucRHEISTER—I was told the other day 
that this colferdam question was not such a 


_ . very small question as has been presented, I 
: gem very glad to hear from what the Chairman 


has said that the repairs will not be very 
costly, and I hope this is really.a fact. I was 
two days ago by one of our com- 
‘petitors that it would take at least Ts.10,000 
‘and six weeks té repair the cofferdam. I wonld 
he glad to hear'a denial of this statement. 
~ The CHarRMAN—I think, Mr. Buchheister, 
. that the proper person to answer that question 
is our manager. I shall be glad if he will 
answer it. © : 
Mr. BuecHynDEN—I think myself that at 
the very outside a thousand taels will put the 
damage right—(Hear, hear and laughter); and 


. [think it would be just as well that some of 
_ our competitors should’ be asked to see how 


they are.getting on with their own docks. 

. Laughter.) We have never talked about other 
poople’s, but certainly I mnat say that they 
have, been saying # great deal that was unneces- 
sary about our own. The reason why the acci- 
dent to the cofferdam did take place was that 
there was a scour outside of the cofferdam, and 
the pressure of mud was rather too much for 
the timbers. But I think we have secured it 
pretty well now. " We have put larger timbers 
outside and secured it with mnd inside, and I 
do not think it will give any more tronble—in 

(Applanse.) 

’ ‘The CoarkmMaN—lIn support of Mr. Blechyn- 


" @en’s remarks, I may say that~I saw Capt. 


“Roberts this morning, who, as you know, is 


: - gaperintending the constraction of the dock, 
.-, although I regret to say he has not been able 
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to give it all the attention he would have liked 
to have done, and certainly as we would like to 
have him do, on account of his ill-health, but he 
has shown me 1o-day that the cofferdam is all 
right, and that we will have no more tronble 
with it. If there are no questions, I beg to 
propose :— 

That the accounts up to the end of April, 
1897, and the report as printed, be passed. 

Count BorLer seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN—According to the Articles of 
Association. one of the directors retires at this 
meeting, but asehe is eligible for re-election, he- 
offers himself. That gentleman is Mr. Otto 
Meuser. = 

Mr. MrppLeton proposed, and Mr. Chun 
Fartinea seconded :— 

That Mr. Otto Meuser be re-elected a direc- 
tor of the Company. 

Carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN—That concludes the business 
of the meeting, gentlemen, and I thank you for 
your attendance. I wish it was in my power to 
tell you that dividend warrants would be out 
to-morrow—(Laughter)—but I bave no doubt 
myself that they will appear in due course, and 
that a little patience on the part of the share- 
holders in the Company will be rewarded. 

The preceedings then terminated with a vote 
of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. J. 
M. Young and seconded by Mr. Vanderstegen. 
—Mercury, 

ree) 
THE BANK OF CHINA AND JAPAN, 
-LD., AND ITS CHINESE 
SHAREHOLDERS, 


—_—_—»>——— 

The following correspondence is published 
with the minutes of the last meeting of the 
Committee of the Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce :— 

THE CHAMBER TO THE SENIOR CONSUL. 

Shanghai, 7th July, 

Sir,—The attention of the Committée of this 
Chamber having been called to the case of the 
Bank of China and Japan, Ld., sgainstits Chinese 
contributories in the matter of the rofusal of 
the latter to carry out their engagements as re- 
gards the payments of tho calls due upon their 
shares, I have the honour to submit herewith 
two memoranda in which the particulars of-the 
case, and tho attitude of the Chinese Authori- 
ties regarding it, are fully set out. 

As the case itself has bean already brought 
to the aitention of His Excellency the British 
Minister by the Bank, it is unnecessary for this 
Chamber to deal further with it ; what, however, 
concerns the Chamber is the attitude assumed 
by the Taotai of Shanghai who, as will be seen 
in the memoranda, has definitely expressed his 
inability, and has given his- refusal, to enforce 
written contracts entered into by his nationals 
with foreigners, It is needless to say that the 
situation’so cteated is of the gravest nature, 
striking as it does at all transactions between 
foreigners and Chinese. 


The Committee of the Chamber therefore’ 


take the eanliest opportunity of entering their 
emphatic protest against the admissibility for a 
single moment of any such contention as the 
Chinese Anthorities are apparently endeavour- 
ing to establish, and they trust that their protest 
will receive the endorsement of the Consular 
Body, and that through them the matter will 
be strongly represented to the Diplomatic Corps 
at Peking eK have the honour to be, sir, your 
obedient servant, 
; C. J. DupexEon, 
Vice-Chairman. 

To Dr. O. Stuebel, Consul-General for Germany, 


Senior Consul. - 


THE CHAMBER TO THE BANK, 
Shanghai, 7th July. 

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 24th of June, 
in which is set out the case of your Bank 
against its Chinese contributories in the matter 
of the latter’s refusal to pay the calls due upon 
their shares, was carefully considered -by the 
Committee of this Chamber at their meeting on 
Monday last. =? 

The Committee are fully alive to the gravity 
of the situation created by the attitude of the 
Chinese Authorities, who in effect say that they 
aro unable to enforce written contracts ertered 
into between Chinese and foreigners, and that 


(Angust 26, 1897. 
they decline to make any attempt to do s0. 


The Committee have at once addressed the | 


Senior Consul on tho subject, emphatically pro- 
testing against tho admissibility for a’single 
moment of any such contention as the Chinese 
are apparently endeavouring to establish, and 
they have asked that the matter be strongly 
represented to the Foreign Ministers at Peking. 
The memoranda connected with the Bank’s 
ease havo been forjrarded to the Consular Body 
at the same time.—I am, dear sir, yours faith- 
fully. 
; C. J. DuacEon,. 
. Vice-Chairman, 
To 8S. L. Darby, Esq., Actmg Manager, Bank 
of China and Japan, Limited, Shanghai. 


EXPLOSION NEAR THE KIANCNAN 
ARSENAL. 


Se Ee + . 
Shanghai, 10th August. 

A tremendons explosion occurred in the camp 
to the east of the Kiangnan Arsenal at a few 
minutes to one o'clock yestertay morning. The 
report was heard by a nnmber of people in the 
Settlements and caused a great deal of specala- 
tion and some amount of consternation, many 
people being under the impression that an 
explosion had occurred near at hand. First 
enquiries conveyed the impression that. it was 
not quite so serious ag-it afterwards turned out 
to be, the number of killed being put at only 
one or two. 

A visit to the scene of the catastrophe how- 
ever revealed the trne state of affairs. Instead 
of the’ loss of life being small, it was found that 
at least twelve were killed outright, and more 
are expected todie. Six men had been conveyed. 
to the Shantung Road Hospital, four of whom 
are not expected to recover, oa 

The place where the explosion occurred ia a 
small camp, about 250 feet square, situated about 
a quarter of a mile in a direct line to the east of 
the arsenal and garrisoned by 320 braves under 
the command of a major. ‘The magazine which 
blew up was almost in the centre of the camp. 
In the magazine, which was only a temporary 
structure, were stored about 16,000 rifle cart- 
ridges, eighty pounds of prism powder made 
up in flannel cartridges, a quantity of gun 
cotton, and a number of packages of percussion 
capy Close to the magazine was a watch 
tower, of the ordinary type in use in such, 
camps, the wooden supports of which were 
quite rotten. 
was hot strong enough to withstand the high 


wind blowing at the time. and fell across the - 


roof of the magazine, crnshing it in, and some 
of the debris striking the percussion caps, 
caused the explosion. Whatever the cause, the 
effect was appalling. ‘he buildings appeared 
as if they had heen subjected toa severe: bom- 


bardinent, and the illusion was heightened by - 


the numbers of shot and shell. lying scattered 
about all over the place. ‘hore had been a large 
number of five inch solid shot stacked close to 
the magazina and these had been distributed all 
over the camp, many of them crashing through 
the roofs and walls of the buildings. One.death 
at least was caused by them. <A poor fellow, a 
brother of one of the officers, who was in the 
camp on a visit, had been struck full in the chest 
by one of these projectiles and crushed in a 
fearful manner. ‘l'welve 
out in one of the least damaged buildings, 
to wait until coffins could be prepared for them. 
They presented a ghastly sight; some with limbs 
missing, others so badly charred as to be un- 
recognisable, and some crushed almost out of 
all human semblance by the falling buildings. 
It was a sight that one does not care to dwell 
upon. 

More than one narrow escape is reported. 
One of the officers, fortunately for himself, for 


some reason or other did not sleep in his own © 


quarters on that night. No less than three 
five-inch shot came through the roof and 
penetrated the Moor, one of them striking in 
the middle of his sleeping place. Had he not 
shifted his quarters for the night he mnst in- 
evitably have been killed. 

Of the buildings inside the camp, two bar- 
racks were completely -destroyed scarcely one 
brick being left on another. The remsinder of 
‘the buildings were terribly shattered, roofs 
having fallen in, and gaping shot-holes showing 
in all the walls. The officers’ quarters suffered 


The theory is that this tower - 


bodies were laid - 
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~ have all been removed elsewhere. 
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most, principally from the heavy shot being 
hurled against them. Numbers of shot and 
unloaded shell were lying about in the various 
rooms and in the roof and walls were large 
holes where the projectiles had come through, 
and in many cases they had penetrated the 
floor and embedded themselves in the earth 
below. In the building on the. right of the 
‘plan marked “Store,” were several field guns. 
of Krupp pattern, buried beneath the debris of 
‘the. fallen roof. Here, as in the officers’ house, 
were numerous heavy projectiles, as well asa 
few small ones, principally for three-inch guns. 
. The place where the magazine had stood was 
- simply a large crater almost full of- bricks, 
- broken rifles, accontrements, cartridges and 
‘various articles belonging to the garrison. 
Strewed about in confusion were soldiers’ coats, 
_ arms, accoutrements, tents, tiles, heavy beams 


' of wood, cartridges, and projectiles of all kinds 


and sizes, from the one-inch shells for small 
quickfiring guns to the 50Ib. shot for five-inch 
“breechloaders. | : 

-The main magazine of the camp is situated 
about 50 feet from the one which exploded. 
Fortunately it is a low, strongly built edifice, 


’ _ and though slightly damaged by the concnssion, 


it withstood the shock well. Had its contents 
exploded the result would have been appalling 
and there is no conjecturing what the extent of 
the damage would have been. 

A fatigue party of soldiers was busy clearing 
away the débris and searching for bodies, but it 
is thought that all of the killed have been found, 
as no others of the garrison are reported missing. 
‘Many reports, more or less reliable, were heard 
as to tho distance to which some of the wreck- 
age was thrown. ne of the officials connected 
with the arsenal said that he found as 24 inch 
shot in his garden, quite half a mile away. : 

On enquiry at the Shantung Road hospital 
lastevening we wore informed that there had been 
no more. deaths, though some of the sufferers 
were in a very critical stato. : : 

A gentleman who happened to be passing the 
Arsenal at the time the explosion occurred stop- 

~, ped to see what was going on, and states that it 
_ took. a Chinese man-of-war which was lying 
there exactly three-quarters of an hour to get a 
boat out and send it ashore !—W. C. Daily News 


MACAO. 
—__ > 


[FROM OUR CORFSPONDENT. ] 
Macao, 20th August. 
- One of the victims of the gunpowder explo- 
-sion which took place at Sakong last Friday 
’ was a Chinese Christian. After the accident 
the five injured men were taken to the Chinese 
-hospital, but this man, when he found himself 
there, requested that he might be taken home, 
because he said he did not wish to die without 
receiving the last sacraments of the Church. 
It. is said that his request was not granted, 
-and that.the man, althongh so severely in- 
jured, and his sight almost destroyed, made 
his escapo from the hospital and walked from 
one side of the city to the other and reached his 
home. He then askéd his mother to send for 
a priest, as he wished to die as a Catholic. 
Many people asked him how he fonnd his way, 
-. and he could not explain, He died a few hours 
- later. ’ 
"People are asking each other what the Leal 


Senado’s Conductor of Municipal Works is go- 


ing to do abont the pavement of the Travessa 
_de P. Narciso. Some days ago workmen began 
- to break the pavement up and large quantities 
of square stones were taken to the spot toform the 
new pavement. Now, with the old pavement half 
“broken up, suddenly the work has been stopped 
and tlie stones intended for the new pavement 
in the rainy 
-weather lately prevailing to have one of the 


. principal streets in the_present condition of the 


Travessa de P. Narciso is very troublesome. It 
~ ‘would seent that the work had been commenced 
- before it had been approved, and much money 

has been wasted. I hear that H.E. Senor 


-.Galhardo objected to a stone pavement and if I 


were in His Excellency’s place I also should 
shave objected. Who could rest with a -street 
~‘ under one’s bedroom windows paved with stones. 


+ - and ‘used day and night by jinrickshas ? This 


youthfal conductor. - 


“is another testimonial to the-experience of the 


1 LA tr 


‘Inspector 


To show how well public interes{s are looked 


after by the Leal Senado I may mention that | 


all the streets are now without names and have 
been so for about three months, but it was only 
the other day that this came to the knowledge 
of our representative body. One of the mem- 
bers at the last meeting asked when it: was 
intended to replace the names? The reply was 
that theyname boards were all right and did 
not reqnire renewal. What was the surprise of 
the Corporation when this member informed 
his follow-members that ihe tablets had 
all been painted anew, but without the 
names! On inquiry being made in all 
quarters it was at last discovered that the 
order had been given by the Chief 
of the Leal Senado Police, 
who had agreed with a Chinesepainter to paint 
the names at the rate of eighty cents for each 
tablet. The member who had first drawn at- 
tention to the matter objected that the price 
was too high, and ultimately a contract was 
made at the rate of twenty cents for each 
tablet ! 


CANTON NOTES. | 


| FROM THE. “CHUNG NGOI SAN PO.” j 

A fire broke out on tho 19th instant at 4am. 
in  jadestone shop named Lo-Pui-Kee, in 
Ta-tong Street, Canton. The fire brigade was 
promptly on the scene and the fire was got 
under control in an hour. Twelve houses were 
burnt to the gronnd and the loss of property 
was great. The canse of the fire is unknown. 

It is not correct, as last reported, that the rice 
brought to Canton from Hunan province by 
the gunboat Fou-Po was delivered to the rice 
merchants for sale at low prices, for the rice 
merchants refused to undertake the work. The 
rice was exposed for sale at the various soldiers’ 
stations. A catty was sold for twenty-six cash. 
A person is only allowed to buy a catty a day. 
The rice brought by the gunboat only amounted 
to six thousand bags of one catty each, so that 
the rice was all sold in a very short time. 

Some scholars, natives of Formosa, who had 
passed the examination of Shau-tsoi, applied to 
the Government some days ago tu be allowed to 
join the Ku-yen examination in Canton. The 
application has been granted. 

The rebels who, as last reported, started a re- 
bellion in Chiuchow district, aré now all hiding 
themselves in the mountains, for ihe Canton 
soldiers have arrived there. The soldiers are 
now surrounding the mountains, but they dare 
not venture into them. It is said that the re- 
bels can stand a siege for a very long time, for 
they have abundant provisions and are now 
watching for an opportunity to rush out and 
attack the soldiers by surprise. 

The likin office has issued a notice imposing 
tonnage dues on the Chinese steam launches 
employed for towing junks. Every steam- 
launch under five tons is to pay one dollar as 
tonnage dues for every season and two dollars 
are to be charged for those exceeding tive tons 
for every season. 


His Excellency Tan Chung-lin and some 
other officers went on the 12th instant td wor- 
ship the God of War. After His Excellency 
had performed the duty of kowtow, he was too 
weak to get up and snffered some officers to 
assist him. It is said the health of His Excel- 
lency has broken down and he is now half blind. 

A thief was tried by the Magistrate of Nam- 
hoi a few days ago. He confessed that he was 
in the habit of committing thefts on the night 
boats running between Canton and Hongkong 
and had a good number of fokies whose occupa- 
tion was also to steal articles from the passen- 
gers on board the night boats. 


Rinderpest has, we learn from the N. C. Daily 
News, again broken outin Shanghai, and one 
native dairy in Scott Road las been seriously 
affected. Fortunately for the public this dairy 
is situated within the Settlement, so that the 
Mnunicipal Council are able to control it. The 
Sanitary officers lost no time in taking measures 
to stamp out the disease and to prevent its 
spreading, and a special constable has been ap- 
pointed to watch the dairy and prevent the 
owner distributing his ailing cattle about the 
country, as is usual with natives under the cir- 
cumstances. - 
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A most important matter in connection with 
the trade and health of the port is now occupy- 
ing the close attention of the community, and 
that is the medical inspection of shipping. Dr. 
Clark, the Medical Officer of Health, has sug- 
gested improvements on the- present system 
which are not only simple to execute but are in 
accord with Western laws of hyyiene and will 
cause practically-no inconvenience to shipping ~ 
while being a great protection to the in- 
habitants. However, opposition has been shown. 
and it now remains for the community to wait 
for the decision of the Government. The 
subject. was discussed at considerable length at ~ 
the last meeting of the Sanitary Board. The 
third gymkbana meeting of the season was held 
on Saturday and was attended with consider- 
able success. A very bal case of milk adultera- 
tion by a Chinese milk dealer was dealt with by 
the Magistrate on Saturday, the defendant, who 
added 39 per cant, of water, being fined $100. 
On Monday a meeting of the Legislative Coun- 
cil was held. The police scandal still rivets the 
attention of residents, an inquiry held by the 
Captain Superintendent of Police having so far- 
resulted in the dismissal of Inspector Baker, 
Detective Inpector Quincey, and Detective 
Sergeant Holt. Inspector Baker has been in 
the Police Force twenty-four yra:s. 

There were 2,231 visitors to the City Hall 
Museum last week, of whom 130 were Europeans. 

The death rate last month was, for the British 
and Foreign community, civil population, 24, 
and the Chinese community 2:3.2. ; 

A telegram 1o the Japanese vernacular papers 
with reference to the plagne at Amoy says that 
“many persons are fleeing to Hongkong or 
Canton.” 
on 20th Ang. by the P. & O. steamer Japan. 
All the men were in tho best of health and spoke 
quite feelingly of the great times they had kad - 
in Engiand. : 

Dr. Stevens, for some years the Pastor of 
the Union Church at Shanghai, has tendered 
his resignation, to take effect at the end of the 
current year. 

Letters of allotment and regret were posted 
to the applicants for shares in the Hongkong 
Cotton Spinning, Weaving, aud Dyeing Co., 
Limited, on Saturday, 2]st Aug. 

- By the N. P. steamer Victoria, which arrived 
from Tacoma'a few days ego, the Hongkong 
Dairy Farm Co., Limited, received a herd of 
twenty-six cows, which were all landed in good 
condition. vis 
The Hongkong police contingent which re- 
presented the local force during the Jubilee cele- 
brations in London returned to the colony 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. -haye 
received information of an accident which 
happened to the Wosang, for which they are the 
agents. While proceeding to Swatow she lost the. 
four blades of her propeller. Fortunately she 
was picked up by another steamer and towed to 
Amoy, where she was docked, her cargo being 
transhipped into the steamer Ezang. 

Messrs. John D. Humphreys & Son, General 
Managers of Olivers Freehold Mines, Limited, 
have; received the following information by 
telegram from Australia:—‘' A crushing of 
150 tons of Eureka quartz gave a yield of half - 
an ounce to the tén. In sinking the Eureka. 
shaft have struck tho reef at a depth of 240 
feet; the width is not yet determined.” 

On ihe way from Hongkong to Singapore 
Capt. Christiansen, of the Kingsin-liner Della, 
Picked up at sea, abont 500 miles from shore, a 
Chinaman in a sampan. So far as could be learnt 
the unfortunate Celestial set out from Pulau 
Siantan with copra, and had been five days at 
sea when;he was picked up. He was brought ~ 
on to Singapore, und now seems half deranged 
as the result of his sufferings. a ae 

Telegraphic advices were recoived from India 
on Saturday, 2lst Aug, of the nntimely death 
at the age of thirty-two of Mr. Noormahmed 
Jairazbhoy, the eldest son of the late Mr. 
Jairazbhoy Peerbhoy and son-in-law of. Mr. - 
Curimbhoy Ebrahim, of Bombay. The deceased 
gentleman was of a very generous and benevo- 
lent disposition and his pumerous and un- - 
ostentatious acis of publie and private charity 
will be deeply felt and sadly. missed by the poor 
and respectable portion: of his countrymen, 
amongst whom he was deservedly held-in--great~ 
esteem. wtp. 
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-. "We have received: from Messrs, Kelly & 

. Walsh, Limited, a chart of Wuchow and an- 
~~ othor of Taking, showing tho soundings in feet 

_ as found in May last. 
- from‘ running surveys carried out by the 
- oaptain and officers of H.M.S. Tweed. 


The plans are taken 


* [ho compradore of the Public Works Do- 


me partment, who was charged with being in 
unlawful possession of a large number of ingots 


of copper, was again brought up at the Police 


Court on 19th Aug. His Worship discharged 


thie accused, there being no evidence of unlawful 


. intent against him, and tho copper was restored 


to the owners. 
- At 2.10 a.m. on 22nd inst., a fire broke out 


-.in a tea and tobacco shop at 213, Queen's Road 


ae 


-West. The Fire Brigade promptly attended, 
but the flames had taken such a firm hold of 
the premises that they spread to No. 211, both 
these places being rather severely damaged b 
fire and water. The premises were insured, 
The origin of the fire is unknown. 

_According to adespatch to the San Francisco 


“Bulletin the P. M. liner China is at last ina 
- fair way to bo become a full-fledged American 


steamer. President C. P. Huntington, of the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, has for 
years been trying to devise a scheme to 


- secure an American register for the steamer 


China, the crack passenger ship of the Mail 
‘Company's Transpacific service. As our readers 
know, the China was built in England, in 1889, 
and :is therefore a British vessel. subject to 
ctransport or other government duty, in event 
of war. <A despatch from London, received at 
Son Francisco on the 19th nit. states that 


.throngh Colonel Macfarlane, the register of 


-to the Hawaiian flag. 


s by) way 
. Seott for assault, 


the China has been transferred from the British 
his means that if 
Hawaii is annexed President Huntington will 


‘be able to secure for his vessel an American 


‘yegistor.* Hawaii will issue no more registers 


anti] the Hawaiian matter is settled, so the 
‘China got through just in time. Whon the 


China gets an American register she will be 
ontitled to a subsidy of 32 a mile as a mail 
carrier. . 

"At the Magistracy on Trhosday, bofore Hon. 
FH: BE. Wodehouse, three well-to-do Chinese and 


_ a servant wero charged with obstructing the 


police in the execution of their duty, The case 
arose out of a gambling raid made by Detective 
Sergeant Scott¥at No. 11, Wellington Street 
on Friday last. Jive coolies were arrested in 
the honse and they were each fined $10, and 
the allegation was that the defendants ob- 
structed the police and tried to prevent 
arrest. One of the defendants was an in- 


terpreter at the American Consulate, the- 


second was lasers. Donglas, Lapraik & Co.'s 


-compradoro, “and the third was described as a 


gentleman, The first and last named proceeded 
of cross-summons against Sergeant 
he complainants alleging 
that the sergeant pushed them. Mr. Hastings, 


- . who appeared for the Chineso, said tho police 
* ‘generally answered Chinese by striking thém. 


“no matter what their position was, and in this 


--treated like ‘coolies. 


‘caso the Chinese gentlemen resented being 
Evidence having been 


given both summonses were adjourned. 


-” Whe following telegram dated Raub, 10th 


. August, has been received by the Singapore 
_-geeretary :—“ Rough cleaning up of Battery 


yielded: 2,050 oz. amalgam estimated guantity 


of stone being 1,250 tons.” The Straits Times 


"says :—2,050 ozs. of amalgam, should give about 
- -¥Y72. ozs. of smelted gold. 
“ing of 1,250 tons, gives an average yield of 


This, with a crush- 


conly:11 dwts. 11 grs. It has to be noted, how- 


Sever,. that this is only » rough clean-up for 


basis. The amount 
- yough clean-up is merely an estimate, and the 
- final clean-up for the two months may give the 


“the past month. Until the result ef the two- 


monthly clean-up for July and, August is made 
up, it would be idle to institute comparisons, as 
‘the averages are reckoned on the two-monthly 
’ of gold derived from the 


figures 8 different complexion. The final re- 


. sults sre generally better than those of the 


rough ‘clean-up. The average for May and 


Fane was nearly 174 dwts.-to the ton, exceed- 


“wt Bare 


ee ing slightly that of the four previous crushings, 


-- whieh amo : 
: average was. that of March and April: 2,420 


nted to 17,23 ‘dwts.- The record 


‘tong for 2,555 ounces, an average of 1 oz. 1 


children. —N .C’. Daily News. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS ANT 


The Government has received the following 
telegram from H. B. M’s Consul at Bangkok; 
—‘ Bangkok 28rd August, 1897. Bubonic 
plague ships froni Amoy and Formoss_for- 
bidden to land Chinese immigrants in Siam, 
Immigrant ships from all other ports to wait 
at Paknam for pratique.” 

‘The Hongkong correspendent of the WN. C. 
Daily News writes :—I hear that the addition 
to the Royal Artillery (said to be 400 men) is 
expected in about a month’s time. I do not 
know what they are coming in or, ‘for certain, 
where they will be lodged, but it is stated they 
will go into Murray Barracks and that the 
officers and those companies of the West Yorks 
now lodged there will be transferred to the 
New Monnt Austin Barracks, 


By the death of Mr. Charles St. George 
Cleverly, news of which was received by tele- 
gram on 17th Ang., 8 connecting link with the 
early days of Hongkong has been removed. 
The deceased gentleman was appointed Assist- 
ant Surveyor when the Colonial Government 
wus established, and a few years afterwards 
succeeded to the office of Surveyor-General. St. 
John’s Cathedral, the Public Offices, and various 
other Government buildings were designed by 
him and erected under his supervision, and 
he was one of the committee which selected the 
design for the Pokfulam, Waterworks, for 
which competitive designs had been invited. 
The uncomfortable but very durable pavement 
which is still to be found in Shelley Street and 
several other streets running up the hill, con- 
sisLing of slabs of granite with the rows alter- 
nately raised and depressed, was Mr, Cleverly’s 
invention. It may also be mentioned that 
Mr. Cleverly drew the plans for the Shanghai 
Club. He retired in 1865, since when he had 
been in receipt of a pension of $2,000 per an- 
num, equivalent at 4s 2d. to the dollar, to over 
£400. Mr. Cleverly some years ago paid a brief 
visit to the colony. 

The shroff at the Magistracy was called to give 
skilled evidence on 18th Aug. before Hon. H. 
E. Wodehouse. ‘The case was one in which two 
boys were charged with attempting to defraud 
a pawnbroker of $10. Some days ago one of 
the prisoners pawned two metal toothpicks for 
$8.50 with a pawnbroker in Queen’s Road East, 
The articles were made of zine washed in gold 
and the only solid gold about them was in the 
points, but the pawnbroker apparently imagined 
they were genuine. Later both prisoners took 
another similar pair of toothpicks to a seeond 
pawnbroker, who, more astute than his confrére, 
quickly discovered the baseness of the metal 
and tho accused were consequently arrested. 
It-was in connection with these latter tooth- 
picks that the shroff at the Magistracy was 
asked his opinion. He swore that they were 
made of pure gold and on beiug asked by His 
Worship how much they were worth he 
left the witness box, weighed them in the office, 
and then said they were worth $1). ‘This 
evidenvo rather surprised Police Sergeant Mac- 
donald, who was in charge of the case, and he 
at once informed the Magistrate that only the 
points were of solid gold. ‘The shroff then said 
he meant that “ only the outside was gold” and 
without being asked to further corract himself 
as to the value he was told by the Magistrate 
to test them properly. ‘The “skilled” witness 
did as he was told aft then informed his 


Worship that only the tips wero genuine, the. 


rest being made of zinc or lead. His Worship 
said there had evidently been a traffic in these 
articles as he had a similar case before him 
some weeks ago. He therefore adjourned the 
case in order that further inquiries might be 
made-by the police, as perhaps the prisoners 
might have thought the articles were genuine. 


MISCELLANEUUS. 
a 


The notice in another colunm of the death of 
Dr. Underwood, of Kiukiang, will be read with 
very general regret, for there was not a man on 
the River better known and respected. “He had 
been for some sixteen years Kiukiang’s medical 
adviser, but had himself had a good. deal of sick- 


ness in the past two years, which terminated im 


a fatal attack of dysentery. He was married 
some. five years ago, and leaves a widow and two 


‘| the buyers. 


| August 26, 1897. 


It may not be generally known, but the late 
Chinese Minister to England who died last 
month at the Ambassadors’ Hall, North Honan 
Road, Shanghai waseattended by an English 


hospital nurse, who came all the way from Eng. . , 


land with him. We presume he was the first 
native to be so attended. 

gone home again.— Union. r 
- ‘The ship Falls of Clyde,-which left Shanghai 
on the 5th August for San Francisco, put back 
on the 16th with her ballast shifted and several 
of the crew sick. The Falls of Clyde encoun- 
tered the full force of the recent typhoon 
between Shanghai and Japan. Her master 
endearoured to make for Nagasaki, but was 
finally compelled to run baci to the Yangtze. 

The Kobe Chronicle of the 16th August says: 
—We deeply regret to record this morning the 
death of Mr. John Greer Walsh. The news 
comes as a painful surprise to his many friends, 
as Mr. Walsh. we believe, had been ill. only 
two or three days, the illness commencing with 
diarrhoa. The cleceasec! gentleman, we under- 
stand, could lay claim to having resided in 
Japan longer than any other foreigner, He 
was the founder of the firm of Walsh & Co. at 
Nagasaki, where he lived in the fifties, and 
afterwards he founded the Yokohama and Kobe 
firm of Walsh, Hall & Co. In more recent 
years he was connected with the Kobe Paper 
Mill. Mr. Walsu was 68 years of age. 

At the Manila Club on the evening of the 
16th August a fight took place between two 
native servants which resulted fatally to both 
of them. From the account given in the 
Comercio it appears that both men were in the 
employ of Mr. Peypoch, who lives at the club, 
one being his boy aud the other his coachman. 
The boy waited on his master and his guests at 
dinner as usual, withdrawing after he had 
handed the cigars round. A few minutes after- 
wards the whole establishment was alarmed 
by the cries of another servant, and on in- 
vestigation it was found that the boy and coach- 
man had been fighting with knives and that 
both had sustained mortal injuries. 
been a feud between them for some days owing 
to some small matter which had not been cleared 
up but in connection with which both were 
under suspicion. 


COMMERCTIA L.- 


‘TEA. 

Swanouar, 20th August.—From Messrs. Welch, 
Lewis & Co.’s Circnlar.—-Cur lest printed” Tea 
market advices were dated 6th instant, London 
deliveries «f China Conzen for tbe two months 
June/July amount to only 2,969,000 Ibs., against 
3,727,000 Ibs. for the corresponding months Inst 
year, There was very little Tea snyyostive of 
the refinement of the ‘‘s'rinyed quartette” in 
this year’s China crop, but when any “new 
crop” arrives in England we expect mucb better 
deliveries than these. ‘The stock on 31st July 
was 9,560,0U0 Ibs, Binek 'ea.—'tbis market bas 
fallén buck into qnietness, no further ‘‘ opera- 
tions” being reported for either Fagland or 
Amerien. Prices have not yet declined, «bat 
buyers are few and Teamen have telegraphed to 
Hunk »w to check supplies from coming forward. 

Settlements reported are :-— 

Ningchow...2,9. 8 j-cht=, at ‘I'ls. 16.00 to 24 00 pel. 


Keemun ... 625  ,, » 28.000 23.25 ,, 
Hoibow,....1,416 4, 4, 13.0ut0 19.50 ,, 
Oonan ...... 2,098 ,, js 14,2510 17.00. ,, 


7,495 d-chis. . t 

Stock, 7.559 }-chests, against 20,262 4-chesats 
at same date last year. ; 

Green ‘Pen.—Pingsuay.—There is very little 
change to report in this market. ‘Teainen: are 
very firm in their prices, and business is some- 
what restricted in consequence. Country Tens.— 
Free arrivals have met with enger buyers, and 
choice” ‘Teas have sometimes heen sold 
before tbe sawples could reach many of 
The warket has been firm all round, 
but the strongest dymand has been for “ choige” 
chops 
‘he business done has been almost entirely” for 
shipment to the United States. Moyunes.-- 


Even the “choice” ‘leas from- thise districts fall - 


short of the nsual standard of quality; and though 


there are nany ugeful ‘eas amongst the “fine” - 
arid.‘ finest” chops the crop zis disappointing. 
The water of nearly all the Teas darkens rapidly, - 
whith we believe results from the Jenf having . ~ 
been kept in a half-cured state for some:time- . 


The nurse has now - 


Therehad. — 


and fcr clean drawing Country .'Teas.. 


7 


’ 
4 


\ 


recat lire. cayienarisene et Nays 


? 


* 


PHCMP RD RPAN seabed eit 


Spd walls 


ioe eater nese caTt ae 


PODS ASE ieee beg oh ee 


ey 


# 


woe Miter picking, and this waa done in consequence 
* Of the news telegraphed about probable “Duty” 
-. “being imposed in ‘the United States,. Tienkais.— 
- i Afew-delivious ‘leas have come from theze dis. 


- Local pasked ... 3,942" ,. 


, -to dnte:—- 


* Prices 


trite, and they stand out from an otherwise very 
ordinary.crop. Fychows.—The de ire:to buy 


= these deacrivtions has bevome keener-as. the 
quality. grows worse. 
.. Signs of | any falling off in tho demand for 


! ysons.--There are no 


choicest’? parcels and the extreme prices of ‘'ls. 


* _48.and Tis, 52 a picnl havo Leen paid for the best 


‘lots of Tienkai and Moynne. A considerable 
quantity has been settled at from Tis. $7 to Tls. 
45, anda few. Fychows at ‘T'ls. 243 to Tls. 28. 
-Foong Mees and Sow Mees being in small demand 
-arve being retained i1 the chops. 
* Settlement: reported ar+;— 


A 4-chts. : é 
Pingsney......... 19.383 at Ts. 21 to 364-8 picnl. 
oyune ,....... 17.418 ,, 2:1 to 47 ‘Si 
'Tienkai 1054b , ID tods ,, 
-Fychow .t....... 2009 ,, I8 in282 


LEnes Ile. 204 a pieul. 
1S to 23, 4,- 
[lines.'Tls. 213 to 33 a pieul. 
41.296 }-chts 


Total settlements from opening of the market 


- SettVementa, Stock, 
at jechts. j-chts.  4-chts.  4-chts. 
ive & oor 3897. 1856. 1897. 1896. - 
Pingsneyl...... 41,808 14.172 14,722 84,845 
’ Moyune |...... 22,208 19,508 
Tienkai |...... 22,607 15,241 11,687 15,379 
Fychow |...... 8,196 9,299 
 Loeal packed. 11,549 5,554 559 2,073 
Total...106,328 63,774. 25,868 62,297 
-Total arrivals to date are:— 
i-chts. }-chts.) 2a. 
Pingsuey ......50,530, against 49,017( a3 4 
Country Tea & | at 
- - Local packed 76,686 ,, 67,054) 9 
633.106 116,07] 
SLLK. 


_. Caston, 11th August.—Tsatlees and R3-reels 
remain stealy, with little doing 
_Filatures.—There has been a good demand fot 


’. Lyons,the low exchange havin : fu ‘ilitated busines® 


and allowed an advance of $26 t+ $25 per picu] 
for the outgoing mail. From prices paid we 
quote $700 for Kwang Sun On LIft3, $680 for 
-Kwong Sun Cheong 14/16, S.R. $675 for Cheong 
jee 9/11 and Kwong [mn Fung 11/13, $620/890 
for Yee Woo Cheong 18/22 and King Wo Cheong 
18/22, $585 for Yu Yee Cheong 18/22, $590/560 
‘for good No. 3 chops 11/18 and 13715. Short-reels 
‘Continued in good demand and are very scarce. 
j From prices paid we quote $640 for Poo Cheong 
+ Wo 14/16, $635 for Ying Kee, Koun King 11/16, 
tand Yu Han Cheong Lili. :Waste.—A good 
ibusiness bas been done at lrardening prices. 
Stocks :—Tsatlees, 80) bales ; Filatures; 400 bales. 
1 
t 


-SHanauat, 20th Augu:t.—(From Messrs., A. RB 
—-Buatkill & Sons’ Cirenlar).—London advices to 
‘17th August quote a quiet market, Gold Kilins 
8/103, Blue Elephants 9/6. Kew Silk.—The 
mirket has been fairly active’ during the week 
nn prices have advanced all along the line. 
Exchange has declined thisa. m, to 2/44 and 
Sand 8.0], butas nearly all the settlementa 
quoted bélow were on a basis of 2/54 and 3.09, 
-we- take’ these rates’ for laying down ‘costs. 
The Settle:nents s> far’ reported to-day are 
og & basis of ‘Ts. 4523 for Gold Kilin, et|which 
market closes very strong. ‘Double Silver Ele- 
pant. Tls.455. Exchange about 2/45 and 3.01. 


- . gatlees.—About 1,200 bales have changed hands 
Goll Kilins touching 452} 


-at varying prices. 
“this p.m.} an advance of T's. 25 per picul during 


the week. ‘laysaams have been enquired for, and: | 
_ some 2/300 bales are settled. : ari 
3 slg ae “Prls. 3/400 have been bought at | bales waste silk, 175 bales canes, 95 rolls .mats, 
; and 17 packages sundries. 


Yellow Silks are 


~irregulayrates, quotations generally are Tis! 15/20 
per picul'up. Arrivals, as per Customs Returns. 
“{2tli to-|1sth August: 2,713 bales White, 361 


_  piculs Yellow and 162 piculs Wilt Silks. Re-réels 


and. Filatures.—Considerable transnetions have 
taken place during the past day ‘or two .both in 


- _ Steain Filatures and X Reel. !!and Filatures for 
...-Almerica. _ For Ist choice 13/15 + 1s 733/750 was 


:-paid early in the-week, latterly ‘Y<. 745 for, 13/15, 
~gnd.tg-day Tis. 795 for 9/11 is the price at which 


> gome forwar.!-contracts have been, made. . For X 
~ <*Reel Hand Filatures, such as May-hen-yae Extra 
<> Dis. 6U0-is-qnoted, and 350/490 bales have. been 


> gettled- on tiris basis. Pegasus No. 1 has been 


%- bought for Lyons at Tls. 500, and firw offers are 
“being taken té-dayaat:‘lls. 560. The Export of 


. 
2 


; do. » 2, White... 669 to 6.7L, 
Shekloong, No.1, Grown... 452 to 45t  ,,° 


Steam Filatures to date -is: to Continent 894 
bales, to America 892 bales, to Japan 2 balea and 
to London 1 bale. Waste silk.—Business is 
almost at a standstill, only some Pele. 3/400 
Hankow Frisonnets have changed hands at 
Ils. 20 for whole bales. Pongees.—2,500 pieces 
are repurted settled as follows :— - ; 
at Ts. 

33/34 in. by 19 yds. by 37/38 oz. 7.00 
19 sin. by 18/184 yds. by 22/23 oz. 2.50/3.00 
24/25 in. by 14/144 yds. by 22/23 oz. 2.85/3,00 
Prices calculated by Maerten’s Tables at 11 per 


cent; Exchange 2/54; Freight Tls. 6.50 “per 
bale :— 
Tis. Stig. 
per per 
pol. b 
Teatlees.—Black Lion 8} ..............0-.00005 610 10/9 
” ” 4... .. 485 10/3 
” Blue Elephant . 490 10/44 
” Yellow ,, . . 465 0 
” Mountain 4 .. »» 47234 10/0: 
” “ 5 460 9, 
” Silver Donble Elephant ..............00 ; 
» , Gold Kilin 
1 Chay Kiling 


Bangohow Teatlees — ok ere eee erTy 


Taysaam.—Green KE: 
3 9 by 12 Moss 
» ” 
” ” | 


Chincum,—~Peachtree, 2 
Yellow Silk.—Mienchew . 


3 Meeyang ...... 
wa Fooyung ............ 
oi Wonugchow 
” Szechong . 
bats Teng lob 523: 62cis on lesvenede: ones 
Steam Filature— 
Ist Choice 13.15 den... 0.0.0... 730 a 760 153 2158 
2nd ” ty ogg eee TUB a 7% 14104 18/4} 


3rd ” ” ” 

Hand Fil:— Grasshopper 1,&2, ..,.. 

: Green Pine Stork 1, 2,&3........ 
Wild Silk.—Szechnen Tossah Raw or 


700 a 720 14/74 @ 15/0} 
wereeeeBve, 580 112 

» 525 47/1 
sev teeeee 200 4/54 


CAMPHOR 

WonagKone, 25th August.—Arrivals bave been 

simall and prices are advancing. ‘(Quotations for 

Fermosa are nominally $19.75 to $5u.00 Sales, 
100 piculs. 

Susan, : 

Honexone, 25th August.—The warket con- 

tinves weak and prices are declining. Quotations 

nre:— ; 


Shekloong, No. 1, White,..87.20 lo 7.22 per pel. 


do. » °,-Drewnr... 440 to 4.43 ,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White... 712 to 7.13 ,, 
lo. » 2, Wittte... 6.62 to 6.65 4, 
Svatow, No. t, Brown... 4.45 to 448 ,, 
do. » 2, Brown... 4.35 to +38 ,, 
Soochow Suzar Ciidly 2. 1098 toll.un ,, 
Shekloony MO  antens 95810 961 ,. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


The O. & O. steamer Gaelic, sailed on the 14th 
August. For San Francisco:—366 packages 
tea and 25 cases silk goods. For La Libertad :— 
17 cases silk goods. For San José de Gua- 
timala :—23 cases silk goods. For La Union :— 
3 cases silk goods. For Corinto:—4 cases 


493 bales feathers, 88 packages tea,- 15: rolls. 
matting, 12 bales rattancore and 10:-bales:leaf-. 
tobacco. For Antwerp/Bremen :—37:- bales 
leaftobatco. For Amsterdam :—320 boxes gin- 
ger, 1% ‘cases chinaware and 10 cases teastick 
For Ratterdam :—7 cases cigars. For-Copen- 


erves, 2 cases curios, 1 case merchandise; 1 box 
teapoys and 1 box silk piece géods.. For Ham- 
burg :—1,002 boxes tea, 320 rolls matting, 158 
bales feather, 23 casks ginger, 10 cases cassia 
oil, 2 eases samples, 2 casés cigars, 1 case grass- 
cloth and 1 bag coffee. «- no cee 


The steamer Ghazee, sailed on the 18th ‘Ang, 
For New York :—897 boxes cassia, 760 packages 
fire crackers, 2,037 packages merchandise.- - - - 


The steamer Ernest Simons, sailed on the 18th © 
August. For France :—209 bales raw silk, 2 
cases silk, 75 cases gallnuts, 450 cases cassia, 20 
bales hair, 58!) packages tea, 4. packages feathers, 
and 1 bale rope. For Milan:—15 bales 


raw silk, 


The steamer Pingsuey, sailed on the 19th 
Aagust. For London:—1,681 boxes tea, 189 - 
4-chests tea, 127 cases chinaware, 25 rolls mat- 
ting, 60 cases blacksvoodware, 34 packages tea, 
and % packages sundries. . 


The steamer UViomed, sailed on the 20th 
August. For London :—25 casks preserves, 30 
cases blackwoodware, 4 cases vérmilion and 1 
case sundries. For London and/or Manches- 
ter :—5dl) bales waste. silk. ws 


The P. &.O. steamer Java, sailed on the 
21st August. For London :—3,048 packages 
tea from Amoy, 4 cases cigars from Manila, 303 
cases chinaware, 48 cases black woodware, + cases 
feathers, 2 cases bone fans, 2 cases silk. piece 
goods, 65 cases leaffans, 10 cases bristles, 1,485 
rolls mats and matting, 189 bales canes, 55 bales 
bambooware, 33 bales feathers. 734 packages 
lady crackers, 20 packages sundrios. 12,345 boxes 
tea (259,445 lbs.). For Manchester :—175 bales 
waste silk. For Liverpool] :—20 bales waste silk. 
For Marseilles :—400 bales tea. 


OPIUM. 

Hosakone, 25th August.—Bengal.—aA small 
advance has taken plavo in priccs owing to the 
continued fall in exchang>. Current rates are 
$730 for both.New Patna aid New Benarés. 

Malwa.—A ‘further improvoment bas taken 
place in tie values of this druy, the following 
being the latest fiyures :— 

New (thisyr’s) $850 with all’ance of 4 to 3 cts. 


» (last’,, ) $880 - 3 tol} ,, 
Old (2/5 ,, ) $9lU Utol ,, 
» (6/9 », ) $950 . Otol ,, 


Persian.—There has been a slight advanee in 
the rates of this drug, closing steady at $300 to 
3640 for Oily and at 3550 to 369U for Paper 
wrapped aceording to quality. ; 
 'To-day’s etocks are estimated as undir:— | 

New Patnae cieccaisadecsasssactete weaees 1,770 chests, 


silk goods. For Punta Arenas :—2 cases silk New Benares teeta deeeese ssh ciecsecseus. DLO . 
goods. For Champerico:—6 cases silk goods.) Malwa ‘s........... iguncoe tac etaseGoees 340, 
For Acajntla:—1 case silk goods For Pan-|{ Persian ..eccssscssseeecssees beatanannee 730-4, 


ama :—35 cases silk goods. For Guayaquil :— 
7 cases silk goods, For Callas:—7 cases silk 
goods. For Benfulds:---1 case silk ‘goods. 
For Philadelphia :—2, cases silk goods. For 
‘New York :—280 bales raw silk. : 


Per steamer Tantalus, sailed on the 17th 
Aug. For London :—5,806 boxes tea (109,242 
lbs.), 100 cases essential oil, 73 cases cigars, 
4 cases glycerine, 21) -cases bristles, 3 cases 
effects, 17- cases curios, -2,752 cases ginger, 402 


For London ‘and/or 
Manchester :—290 bales waste silk. For Lon- 
don and/or Hamburg :—i0 cases bristles, 16 
bales rattancore, 15 casks and 15 cases wood oil. 
For Manchester :—200 bales waste silk. For 
Glasgow :—30 “bales “Strawbaskets., 35 cases 
blackwoodware and 1 package sundries For 
Hamburg :—32 bales feathers. 

Tho, German steamer Bayern, sailed on the 
17th August. For Treste:—67 chests tes and 
50- bales waste silk. For Genoa:—20) boxes 
tea, 195 bales ras silk, 112 bales canes, 100 bales 
waste silk and 1 case private effects. For 


Barcelona :—28 bales canes. For Antwerp :—! 


pee ed oS 
CouR E OF THE Honoxona Opium Market, 


PATNA. BENARES: | MALWA. 
DATE. , ake aa ; 
New. | Old. | Now. | Old | New. | Old. 

is97, | $ | 8 | $s | 8 | 8 [ge 
Aug. 18, 715 770 | 715 | — |850/880,910/04 
Aug. 19} 7175 770 | 717} | — |sso;ego/giojg4o 
Aug. 20] 7224, 770 | 720 | — |850/880'g10/940-. 
Aug. 21] 722) 770 | 7212] — [850°sg0'gi0/040- 
“Aug. 22} 722}1 770 | 721ti — |850,880,8t0:040 
Aug, 23) 727: 770 |. 7275: — .1850/880'810,940 - 
Aug. 24| 7289 -- | 730 + — °!850;880'810/940. 
Aug. 25} 730 — 730 , — 1|850/880'810/940._ - 

COTTON. ee ee 

Corton, 25th Angust.—Owing to farther -- 


asking higher rates without finding bayers as 
yet. Stock, about 2,700 balvs. rea aa 


- 16.50 to 18.75" 


£0.25 to 21.73: 


Ka: rarboe wees 

Benwzai, Rangeoa, a.d i 
Dacea ved 

Snanzha: ant Japan ae. 23.00 to 

‘Tonzepow and sinion.. 24.0010 25.75--,, ° 

Vonlrns (Best) ...... 0. 2... 19.90 to 20.50 -,, - 

Sales: 975 balvs Bengnl, Rangoon, and Dacca. 


a” 


23.7357% 0 4,5. 


hagen:—15 cases curios.. For Bremen::—-590 
rolls matting, 5 cases bamboofans, 5 casks: gine .. 
ger, 5 boxes tea, 4 cases cigars, 4 cases. pres-- — 


9/10} 

of 

9/ 
a, 
/? 


declin- in Exchange, Importers are’ firm and are . 


Bombay ...c..... - seeeeeeee $17.50 to 18.50:p, pl | 
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=e “Honaxono, 25th 
_ large ‘demand for shipment to the Straits and 
_ Japan, and prices for the better descriptions are 


- , Saigon, Ordinary............ 


Corton Pisce Goons. 


wee ee 


RICE. : . 
August.—Thbere has been 4 


Quotations are :— 

seesee ee SZ.A4 to 2.66 
wees 2.52 to 2.84 

ew... 291 to 297 


again advancing. 


“as Round, good qualit 
S98 Loud oo. .cecereneceesetees 
Siam, Field, mill cleaned, No, 2... 2.72 to 2.75 
- 3, Garden, ,, No. 1... 2.95 to 3.00 
yg White. cee sceseeseeeeeeee 3.97 to 4.00 
ae Kine Cargo ...ccccsenee eee 413 to 4.13 


ee COALS. - ; 
Honexo, 25th August.—Market steady. Quo- 
tations sre :— 
- Cardiff’ wo... $16.50 to 18.00 ex ship. - 
‘ Australinn .., 7.75 to 10,00-ex ship. steady 
Miike: Lump... 8.00 to 9.25 ex ship, nominal 
. Miike Small... 7:25 to 8.00 none offering 
Moji Lump... 7.76 to 8.50 ex ship, sales 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 
Honerone, 25th August.—Amongst the sales 


. reported are the following :— 


Yarn anp Preck Goons:—Bombay Yarn.— 
115 ‘bales No. 8 at $88.50 to $91, 550 bales No. 10 
‘ab $91.75 to $100, 440 bales No. 12 at $98 
to: $100, 55 bales No. 16 at $101 to 3107, 700 
bales No. 20 nt $108.50 to $118. Grey Shirtings. 
—1,20) pieces 12 lbs. Blue Dragon at $4.8). 
White Shirtings-—300 pieces No. 30) at $3.89, 


1,000 pieces C. Mark at $5.60, 150 picces E. K. 
- ab $6. * 


MeEraAvs.—Ivon—200 kegs wire nails at $6.05, 
300 kees wire nails, fine, at $7.75. Tin.—100 
slabs Foongchai at’ $37.80, 200 slabs Siam 
at $37.50 to $37.00. 


per piece * 


Grey Shirtings—6lbs. ......... 1.80 to 1.90 
: 7lbs. ....00008 2.10 to 2.39 
8.+ Ibs. ...... 2.45 to 8.40 
rae NtowW lbs 3.40 to 4,30 
Wliite Suirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2.45 -to 2.65 
58,to 60 ,, 280 to 3.40 
G4to 66 ,, 3840 to 4.00 
Fine ...... 4.20 to 7.30 
Book-folds. 3.70 to 5.90 
- - Vietovin Lawns—12 yards ... 0.67 to 1.85 
T-Cloths—Glbs. (32 in.), Ord’v. 1.55 to 1.75 
: Tbs. (32 43), - . 195 to 2.2 
Glbs. (32 ,,), Mexs. 1.73 to 1.90 
Tlbs. (32 5,), » 2.20 to 3.6 
: . 8 to §.402,(36in.) 2.40 to 3.30 
a (Drills, Buelish—£0 yils. 13} to Z ee 
aaece eee bs eae} 885 bo 5.25 
Fancy Corrons 

Turkey Rei Saini aes 1.45 to. 4.00 
Brocadvs— Dyed  vesccsceenevers 4.00 to: 4.75 

= : per yard 
Damask ....ccceeseesee ces cece ues 0.12 to 0.16 
Chintzes—Assorted wo... G08 to 11 
_Velvets—Black. 22 in........ O2b to 0.82 
Velveteens—18 in... v.18 to 0.21 

‘ per dozen 
_ Handkercbiefs—Innitalion Silk 0.50 to - 0,90 


WooLLEss 
per yard 


Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops, 0.62$ to 1.30 
é German....... 1.15 to 1.50 
Habit, Med.; and Broal Cloths. 1.45 to © 5,25 
. pir piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet ............ 7.15 to 9.00 
ae ° Assorted wo... 7.28 to 9.10 
Gamlets—Assorted ..........4. 14.00 to 34.00 
-Lastinys—30 yds., ae inches, ) 12.00 to 22.00 
: : Assorted } 
Ovleans—Plun Loess ees 8.60 to 4.59 
: per pair 
. Blankets—S to l2Ib-. ow, * 6.00 to 12.00 
Metals 
oS per picul 
-Tron—Nail Rod... eee. eee $25 to — 
_ Squarg, Flat Ronnd Bar ... 430 to — 
“Sweilish Dar woe. eeeeceeeee 6.10 to — 
Small Round Rod ............ 460 to — 
© 7 LOOP cance cee eee sentence cee ene oie 5.50 to — 
“Qld Wire Rope: vv. 260 to 3,00 
Lead, L. B. und Hole Chop... 8.60 to 


Austvalian.......cccepeceeeeeeeeee 3.40 to 

~ Yellow M’tal—Muntz,14/200z. 31.50 to 
Vivian's, 14/2002. 30.00 to- 

Eliiot’s, 14/20 02. 30.00 to 


br bid 


*. Japan Copper, Slabs ............ — to 
ply = Viles ........... - to 
SMP cia ve se adhbcten seighe ess oseeetees — to 
‘Composition Nails ..../....... — to 
eee? . “per box. 
Tin-Plates wa... 610 to — 


. 
te 


‘paratively cheap .supplies in 
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: per cwt. case 
Steel..... wcsseeeee meveeetee eFeser-se 


5.50 to — 
Sunprirs 
per picul 
Quicksilver .......cc. ce eceeee eee eee 124.00 to — 
per box 
Window Glass .......00. sessscee 3.90 to 8,95 
per 10-gal. case 
Kerosene Of) ...... ceeeecee eee eee 


1.95 to — 


Swanouat, 19th August —(From Messrs. Noél, 
Murray & Co’s. Piece Goods Trade Report )— 
Sterling rates having receded close on four per 
cent. sinee our last was published, when we 
stated that the-import trade was at.a standatill, 
go it can easily be imagined what the position is 
now. With the exception of a few transactions 
for Cored in aspecinl make heavy Shirtings, 
against which Exchange had been settled some- 
time since in anticipation of the demand, there 
is nothing doing privately from first hands, and 
judging by the very unsatisfactory and. weao 
prices paid at auction there is absolutely: nk 
inducement toa do anything. Naturally so long 
as there is any stock here there must be some 
movement, but there appears to be very little, if 
any, leftin first hands now that. Exchange has 
not been settled against. This, however, cannot 
be said of native owned goods, and is causing 
much anxiety tothe Importers. All erpedients 
seem to have faileri them this year, and nothing 
but loss has been the result of all their manipula- 
tions. Compromises have bean - arranged in 
some cases and troubles tided over for the time 
being, bnt it is idle toimagine that this great 
evisis can be prased over without some very 
considerable amount of grief amongst the trade. 
Meauwhile the Newchwang market is the only 
one that is showing any vilality, and the way in 
which it keeps up in faze of the enormous quan- 
tities that have gone forward is quite refreshing. 
Tientsin and Hankow are both holding off on 
account of the high prices ruling here, but 
doubtless when they have worked off the com» 
hand they will 
manage to pay-up a little more, as the enhanced 
prices they are receiving for their produce muat 
tellin the long run. The Manchester market is 
quiet but steady, with Cotton 4$d.in Liverpool. 
With the present discrepancy of nearly 50 per 
cent. in the intrinsic values of the Rupee and 
Tae), in favour of the former, manufactures nre 
not unnaturally turning their attention to the 
weaving of cloths suitable for India, and the 
China trade’ will be ignored, thus everything 
tends towards the fostering of the native 
industry. The local Cotton crop is coming on in 


a very satisfactory manner, and already bas made. 
y R) 


a perceptible impression on the price for spot 
cargo, which is now Tls. 17.50 for best ginned. 
Yhe enhance prices required by Importera of 
Indian Yaru on account of ttre further decline in 
the Rupre rate for remittance has almost caused 
a dead-lock in that trade. Rupees are quoted to- 
day 1815 per 100 taeis. : 

Metnls.—(From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld & Co.'s 
Report) 20th August : During the past week 
everything has been stagnant owing to the 
terrible pranks that are being played with ex- 
change. Neither forcigners or Chinese know which 
way toturn, and the natives are all trembling 
for the next settlement on the 18th September, 
as owing to the g-neral upsetting of all 
calenlations they scarcely know what to expect. 
There is absolutely nothing doing, and it 
would almo-t seem that business is impossible 
until there is a likelihood of exchange erystallis- 
ing. At the present state it is~ madness to 
attempt to forecast, and what may be good 
business to-day may mean ruin to-morrow. 
Auction —-100 tons Scrap Iron at Tls. 1.883 to 
1.94; 50 tons Old ‘Thin Plates at T'ls.I.95; 20 tons 
Old Telegraph Wire at Tlv. 1.774; 15 tons Old 
Tron Chains at Tls2.75. . 


JOINT STOCK SHARES. 


Honecxone, 25th August.—Business during 
the week under review has been a. little more 
brisk and a fair number of transactions have 
been put through, chiefly, however, at declining 
rates, and the market closes shy with rates 
somewhat erratic. : 

Bawxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais.—With 
the continued fall in the value of silver, tight 
money, and probably owing to some extent to 
the unsettled state of politics in Europe and 
India, the stook has ruled we:k, and rates hve 
fallen considerably. In the early part of the 
week small sales were effected at 177 and 176 


per cent. prem., but later, with a further drop 


, [August 26, 1897. 
in the London rate to- £39.10, and with a- 


number of shares offering from Shanghai, the - 


rate suddenly fell to 170 with sales, and later 
still sales were reported at 168; at time of 
closing the market is steadier at 170, the 
London rate having risen to £40, Nationals 


have been enquired for at rates under. the , 


quoted ones, but no sales have been reported. 
Marine [nsurances.—China Traders have 
found further bnyers at 378 and $78}. Unions 
are still enquired for at $2324. but sellers hold 
for higher rates. Cantons continue: on offer 
and the rate has fallen to $1774 without busi- 
ness. Straits have changed hands at the im- 
proved rate of $174. Yangtsaes have found Coast 
buyers at $158 and more are wanted at the rate, 
holders demanding $160. North Chinas’ have 
been negotiated inthe North at quotation. 
Firt Insurancss.—The market has: been 
very dull and inactive with both Hongkongs 
and Chinas offering at quotations and little or 
no business. ; : 
Suippinc.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have declined to 3324 with sales and close 
‘quiet at that rate. Indo-Chinas have been on 
offer at $49 all the week and sales are reported 
at $48. Douglases continue with sellers and no 
sales or buyers at 3664. China Mutuals are 
enquired for without bringing out sellers. 
REFINERIES.—China Sugars have further 
declined to $140, after small sales at $143 and 
$142 from the North. Lusons have ruled quiet 
with small sales at $44 and close with sellers 
at that rate. i 
Mintna.—Punjoms have continned quiet 
and with but small sales at from 854 to $6, 
closing at $5.75. At the private meeting of 
shareholders held on the 24th inst. an offer 
was submitted from the American Syndicate, 
the details of which being rather complicated, 
it was decided to circulate the same amongst 
the shareholders and adjourn the meeting to 
the 30th inst., when an ‘expression of opinion 
might be cbtained. Charbonnages have 
changed hands at $81 to. $83 and more shares 
are wanted and could be placed at $85. New 
Balmorals and Olivers have found buyers to 
a limited extent at quotations, both closing 
quiet. Jelebus have been negotiated at $2.10. 
Ranbs have shown steady signs of recovery 
and a fair business has been put through 
at $183, $19, and $19} cum dividend. and 
at $184, S19, and $19.10 ex dividend, a good 
many shares at the higher rates going to 
Singapore buyers. The dividend just to band 
(1s. Od.) is payable atthe rate of 2s. Od,. or 


India, &c., Singapore, and can be sold at the 


The market closes firm at $19 ex dividend. 
Docks, WHARVES, AND GoDOwNs.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks, with a good many 
shares on tho market for the settlements, 
‘have ruled quiet and weak with sales at 
237, 236, 235, and 234 per cent. prem. cum 
dividend and later at 222 ex div, Kowloon 
Wharves continue neglected and quiet with 
sellers at 364 und buyers to a limited extent 
at 863; at time of closing sales have been 
effected at $63. Wanchais have found further 


investing buyers at 5444, and close steady | 


at that rate. 

Lawns, HoTEeLs, AND BuILpINes.—Hong- 
t kong Lands continue’ very quiet with no 
business. Hotels remain steady at 250 to 851 
cum dividend payable on the 30th instant, 
and small sales have been effected at these rates. 
Kowloon Lands have found smail buyers 
at $19. Humphreys Bstates have changed 
hands and aie still offering at $94, and West 
Points continue out of favorr at quotation. — 

MISCELLANEOUS.—Green Islands have been 
in demand and sales effected at $44 and 3144 
cum new issue, $294 and $293 ex new issue, 
and $14} for new issue, market closing firm. 
Watsons have found further buyers at $124, 
Electrics at $74, Ropes at $171, and Fenwicks 
at 328}, whilst Ices and Tramways continue 
on the market at quotations without sales. 
Cotton Mills all close a little easier after 
sales of Ewos at Tls. 116 and Lung Kung. Mows 
at Tls.119 and Tls, 118. The applications for’ 
the Hongkong Cotton Spinning, Weaving, and 
Dyeing C mpany’s shares exceeded the number 
to be allotted by 34 times; the stock is now 
quoted at $1 (5 per cent.) prom. on the $20 
‘paid-up: ee 


50 cents per share, by the Chartered Bank of , 
present to most of the local Banks at par. . 


Peers 


“Anigust 26, 1897°] 


‘Closing quotations are as follow :— 


3 : -. COMPANY. Paip up. QUOTATION. 
Fe ; Banks— , [$337.50, sellers 
fo - _ Hongkong & Shai. $125,170 °/, fprem= 
ca ~  . China & Jupan; prt. £5 ‘nominal 
: Do. ordinary... £1 10s..nominal 
_ aa Do, deferred... £1 £5, siles & buyers 
a ’ Natl. Bank of China. : 
ae , B. Shares «........ £8 “$22, sellers 
2 - Founders Shares.. £1 |520 
2 BelP’s Asbestos B.A... £1 $9, sellers 
% °. . ++ Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 '38 
i _- Carmichael & Co. ...... > $200 88 : 
China Sugar...) $LO0 S140, sal. & sellers 
Dairy Farm Co. ........ : $5 Pid, buyers 
Ewo Cotton .............. Tis. 100 Pls. 114, sal. & sel. 
Fenwick & Co.,, Gere! $25 [sr8 25 
. fs. . 2 
Green Island Cement... $10 i ae ahi eens 
2 H. & China Bakery i.) $50 333, buyers [s. &s. 
AH Hongkong «°C. Gis...) £10 (3110, buyers 
FS " Hongkong i-lectric - $8 59.30, buyers 
7. AR L, Tramways...) $100) >: 12, sellers 
Sane Hongkong Hotel ...... | $50 (#18), ex div. sales 
: Hongkon Tee ......... | $25 |A115, sellers 
; H&K. Wharf & Gi... S50 [$68, sales & sellers 
z Hongkong Kope......... — $50 15171, sles & seers 
‘ - .  Hu& W. Dock ......... * $125 1322 yet. prem == 
; ; Insurances — {$Ki2.90, ex div. 
{ Canton.........0 cece $00 JELITS, sellers 
S China Fire . ....:... i S200 $8108, sellers 
_— ~ *. China Traders’ ...... | $25 $754, sales & buyers 
. + Hongkong Fire ...... $50 | A301, sules & sellers 
* North-China ...:..... £25 |Tls. 260, buyers 
: Straits ...............05- $20 {$179, sales 
é Union ..................] $25 [$2324, sal. & buyers 
Yangtsze........ee 360 13158, sales & buyers 
. Land and Building 
: _  H. Land Investment, $50 4, sales & buyers 
; Humphreys Estate...) $10 {#9}, sellers 
Kowloon Land & B| $30 [$19 
~ West Point Building} $40 522, sellers 
Luzon Sugar ............] $100 [$44, sales & sellers 
Mining— 
"“Charbonnages ........1Fes. 500 |$35, sales & buyers 
Great E. & C’doni iw) $5 |-5, sellers 
_ Do. Do. $23 |$2.20, sellers 
Delebu .. ..ccceeecesees $5 52.10, sal. & buyers 
. New Balmoral ccd $1 Sl. 50, suleg 
Do. Preterence ...| $1 Ii. 70, sales 
~ Oliver’s Mines, A.... $5 520, sellers 


Do. Besii $23 ($5.75, sales Csellers 


Prunjom ...cceeeceeere S40 ($9.75 
Do. Preference... $1 |S1-.S0, sellers 
_ __ Raubs ...... 0. eee 13s. 10d. |819, ex div. buyers 
* New Amoy Dick ...... $1) ‘S154 
)Steamship Coys.— 


. China and Manila...| $50 ier, sales & buyers 


» China Mutual Ord... £5 (£2 10s. buyers 

: Do. Preference...) £10 ,£7, buyers 
‘Douglas S. 8. Co. ...) $50 1$644, sellers 

. HL; Canton and M...| $15 13523, sales & sellers 

*-, Indo-China S.N. ..., £10 {Sts, sales & sellers 


* Wanchai Wareh’se Co. 
Be + Watson & Co., &. A 


S874 ‘$444, sales & buyer 
vil $10 181250, sal, & sellers 
: eo ; J. V. Y. VERNON, Broker. 

: ‘ }  Swaneual, 20th August.—(From Messrs. J. P. 
2 ? Bisset & Co.’s Report. )—T here has not been very 
“ much business done drring the week. In Hong- 

kong money is very tight, and the market 

- generally i is weah in consequence. This has its 

, ¢ffeet on our market, und the rate of exchange 

-cheecks purchases from Hongkeng. Banks.— 

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation.— 

: Shares were placed. t to Hongkong on the 14th at 

i 188 per cent premium and exchange 7 75, equal to 
_ ‘ gbont 19f and 73. Since then one or two small 
lots ha¥e changed hands at 186 ; er cent. premium 
ex div., and there arg sellers at the close. Hong- 
kovg quotes seliersint 177 per cent premium. 
Yhe high rate of exchunge accounts for the large 
difference i in our and their quotaticns. National 
Bank of China shares are offering in Hongkong 

- at $22}. Marine In-urance.—North Chinas were 
"purchased from Honghong at Tis. 230, costing 

- _ “+ Pg, 202 Inid down here. Yangtszes have changed 
; , hands at $150 and $160, and are wanted. Straits 
_* ha¥e been placed at $15} and $18} cash, and $18} 

_ for the 3lst current. Fire Insurance.—Shares 

-. -, areunchanged. Shipping.—In Indo-China S. N. 

- ° shares only one sale, at Tls, 36, is reported. 
* Sugars.—aA sale of China Sugar Refining shares 

” for December delivery at $159 cum the interim 

ee - “4. dividend of $4, is reported. ‘This is over the 
eo : - Hongkong price, as cash shores are offering there 
paeek ~-  gt$i43. Luzon Sugar Refining shares were ssold to 
* : ghos a. Hongkong atsdo. . “Docks, Wharves and Godowns. 
oe eee shares 18 Boyd & Co. we quote Tis, 195 ex the 
: divid-nd of Tls. 18 paid on the 19th instant. S. C. 
~- Parntiam ‘& Co. shares were sold at ‘I'ls. 1723, 
.. -but.astrong deand sent up the price to Tls. 180 
and 1823, at which busiess wasdone, Shanghai 
. and Hongkew Wharf shares are offering, but no 
. business is reported ip 1 the stock. The interim 


‘| Yangtsze Insce. Assoen,. Ld.—$100. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


dividend of Tls.8 was paid to-day. Lands.— 
Shanghai Land Investment shares were placed at 
Jls. 90. Hongkong Land shares are offering in 
Hongkong nt $744. Industrial.—Sbanghai Gas 
shares are offering at Tls, 225, and Major Brother 
shares at Tls. 423. In Cotton Mill shares, E-wos 
were placed for the 81st current at Tls. 117, and 
Internationals for cash at Tis. 1223, for August 
at Tl+, 124/123, and for December at T]s. 129. 
Shanghni Rice Mill shares were sold at Tls. 274, 
China Flour Mill shares at Tls. 65, and American 
Cigarette shares at Tls. 85. Tug & Cargo Boats. 
—Taku Jug and Lighter shares are offering at T. 
Tis, 115 Shanghai Cargo Boat sbares clanged 
bands at lls. 196 ex div. Miscellaneous.—Shang- 
hoi Waterworks shares have been placed at 
Tls, 305. Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco shares 
have been changing hands at Tls. 95, Tls. 974 
and T's. 100 cash, Tls. 97} and Tls, 103 for 
September, Tls. 100 for October, Tis. 102}, 
Tls. 103 and Tls. 105 for November, and Tls. 105 
for December. Business was done to-day at 
Tis. 110 for the 8lst December. Shaughai-Lang- 
kat Tobneeo shares declined to Tls. 400 cash, but 
improved to Ts. 410, Tls. 425 and Tls. 440, and 
buriness was done for 8let October at Tl, 600 
and for December at Ts. 600, Tls.. 505 and 
Tis. 525. Hall & Holtz shares were sold, and are 
ffering at Tls. 41}. Loans.—Shanghai. Municipal 
54 per cent Debentures were placed at Tls. 101}, 
Shanghai Land Investment 5} per cent Deben- 
tures at Tle. 1014, Shanghai Waterworks 6 per 
cent Debentures at Tis. 1038, and Perak Sugar 
7 per cent Debentnres at Tls, 100, all plnus the 
interest accrued to date. Quotations are :— 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, 
—$307. 60. 
Bank of Ciina, Japan, ae The Straits, Limited. 
deferred shares.—£8. 
Bank of China, Japan, and.The Straits, Limited, 
ordinary shares. —Nominal. 
National Bank of China, Ld.—$28. 
National Bank of China, Tal., Foundeis.— 20. 
Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ld.—$240, 
China Traders’ Insurance Co., Ld.—$77. 
North China Tnsurance Co., Ld.—T'ls. 202.00. 


Canton Insurance Office, Lil.—31824, 

Sterits Insurance Co., Ld.—$18}. 

Hongkony Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—$355 

China Fire Insurance Co., fid.—5108. 

Uongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co. 
—334. 

Indo-China Steam N. Co., Lel.—Tis. 36.00. 

Douglas Steamship Co., Ld. —3 366. 

China-Mutnal Steam Nav. Co. pref. shares.— 
Tis. 60.0€. 

Perak Sugar Culety ation Co,, Ld.—Tls. 38.00. 

China Sugar Refining Co., 1.d.— 31350. 

Luzon Sugar Refining Co.. Ld.—$t3}. 

Sheridan Consolidated Mining and' Milling 
Company, Limited.—Tlr, 2.50. 

Punjom Mining Co., Ld.—3$6}. 

“Punjom Mining Co., Ld., pref. shares. 

Jelebu Mining Ke Tr ading Co., Lil. —s2: 

Raub Anstralian Gold Min. Co, Ld.— 

Boyd & Co., Ld., Sh a 

Boyd & Co., Limited.—TIs. 195.00. 

§. U. Farnham & Co.—Tls, 182.20. 

Hongkongand Whampoa Dock Co., Ld.— $4224. 

Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co.—'T'ls. 124.00. 

Hongkong and “Kowloon Wharf andl Go lewn 
Company, Limited.— $69. 

Shanghai Land Investment Co., Ld. oy 
—'l is. 90.00. i 

Hongkong Land Invest. & A. Co, Ld.—$75 

Kowloon Gand & Building Co., Ld.— 319. 

Humphreys Estate and Finance Co., Ld.— $10. 

Shanghai Gas Co.—T'ls. 225.00. 

Major Brothers, Limited.—Ts. 42.20, 

Ewo Colton Spinving & W. Co., Ld.—Ts. 117.00, 

International CottonMan, Co., Ld.—Tis, 122.50, 

Laou-kung-mow Cotton Spinning and Weaving 
Co., Id.— Ms. 117.00. 

Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co., Ld.—Tls. 582.50. 

Shanghai Ire Company—Tls, 130.0. 

Shan shai ‘Tuebenat Co., Ld.—T'ls, 215.00. 

Vaku Tug & Lighter Co., L1.—T. Tis. 121.00. 

Shanghai Cargo Boat Co.—Tls. 196.00. 

Co- operativ e Cargo Boat Uo.—TIs. 180.00, 

Shangbai Waterworks Co., Ld.—TIs._ 305.00. 

Shanghai Sumatra Tobaceo Co.—T ls. 100.50. 

Shanhai Langkat ‘Vobacvo Co., Ld.—Tls. 450.00. 

Shanghai Horse Bazaar Uo.,, Ld.—TIs. 76.00. 

J. Llewellyn Co., Limitked. 375. 00. 

Hall & Holtz, Ld.—$41.30. 

A. S. Watson Co., Limited.— $12.30. 

Brll’s Asbestos Eastern Avency, Ld —$9.00. 

Hongkong Electric Co., Ld.— 335.00. 


paid) 


TONNAGE. 


Hoxekong, 25th August.—Freights generally. re- ! 


main about as before advised. 
Saigon to Hongkong the rate has advanced to 10 


Java to Hongkong, 


Singapore, 13 cents; to Penang, 


to Cunton, 20 cents per picul. 


avs 


cents per picul, at which one settlement is reported. 
To Singapore, 13 cents has been paid, and another . 
small carrier could be placed at same rate. 
Java there is no enquiry. 


Bor: . 


Newchwang to Canton, 20 cents is the c. irrent rate 


for ready steamers, but there is little enquiry. 


Coal freights from Japan have further weakened 


owing to a scareity of coal, and $1 per ton is hardly 
obtainable from Moji to Hongkong, while to Singa- 
pore’$1.50 per ton has been done. 
a small carrier could be taken at $1.50 per tou. 

. Sailers —One vessel] has been fixed to load hence 
to New York at about I1s. par ton of 40 cubic feet 
and another one is wanted at same rate. 


From Mororan 


The French barque Dagueselin, 1,852 tons, and 


the British ship Sierra Nevada, have been ordered 
by owners to proceed to Portland, Or., in ballast. 


There is one,vessel disengaged in port, registering 


1,879 tons, 


The following are the settlements :— 
Isaac Reed—American ship, 1,489 tons, hence to 


Baltimore, $6,750 U.S. gold in full, 


Governor Robie—American ship, 1,627 tons, hence 


to New York, private terms, 


Taiyick — —German steamer, 1,083 tons, Pulo Sem- 


bilan to Yokohama (kerosine oil), 22 cents per case. 


Velor—German steamer, 636 tons,.Cebu and Iloilo 


to Yokohama, 30 cents per picn]. 


Tritos—German steamer, 1,240 bony two ports 


Java to Hongkong, 17 cents per picul. ° 


Martha—German stenmer, 1,560 tons, two pare 
17 cents Ber picul. 

Fansang q—British steamer, 1,4:0 tons, Saigon to 
16 cents per picul 


Jnyraban—German steamer, 893 tons, Karatzu to 


Manila, $2.80 per ton. 


Oscarshal—Norwegian steamer, 764 tons, Karatan 


to Manila, $2.50 per ton. 


Donar—Germian steamer, 1,202 tons, hence to 


Yokohama, coal, $2 per ton; thence ‘Mororan. to: 
Hongkong, 


$1.60 per ton. 
Tetertns—tserman steamer, 1,578 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, 81 per ton. 


Hermod—Norwegian steamer, 820 tons, Moji to 


Singapore, $1 60 jer ton. 


Asloun — British steamer, 1,937 tons, Hongay to 


Hongkong, $1.25 per ton. 


Pulkenber y—Gerninn steamer, 1,175 tons, two trips 


| Hongay to Ilongkong, $1.35 per ton. 


ITviow —British steamer, 896 tons, Newehwang 


Douw—Aterman steamer, 1,202 tons, hence to 


Mauritius and back, $4,890 per month. 


China—German steam> ‘zr, 1,093 tons, monthly, 3 
months, $1,750 per month. 


CLOSING QUOTATIONS. 
Werpvespay, 25th August. 
EXCHANGE. 
On Lonpon.— 


- Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1/93 
Bank Bills, on demand....:.... YO 5 
Bank Bills, at 39 days’ sight ...... 1/93 
Bank Bills, at + months’ sight.. 1/99; 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... Li9t 


Documentary Bills, -+months’ sight 1/95 


On PARIS.-— 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.25 
Credits, at 4 months’ ‘sight ......... 2.29 
On GERMANY. — : 
On demand ................c cece cece eee ee 1.82 
On NEw YORKE.— , 
Bank Bills, on demand ............... 433 
Credits, 60 days’ sight ............... 445 
On BomBay.— 
Telegraphic Transfer.................. 135 
Bank, on demant......................665 1354 
On CALCUTTA.— 
Telegraphic Transfer.................. 135 
Bank; on demand....................:...185§ 
On SHANGHAI.— 
Bank, at sight .-..........e ee 76% 
Private, 30 days’ sight.................. F724 
On YoKoHAMA.— 
: On demand..............0....00cce eens 11% pm. 
On MaAniLa.— ; : 
On demand...........0... cece os x pm. 
On SINGAPORE.— 
On demand ........ 0... cece eee 1 % pm. 
SovEREIGNS Bank's Buying Rate ...... 11.01 
GoLp Lear, 100 fine, per tael ............ 55.00 


VESSELS ON 'VTHE BERTPH. 

For Lonpon.--Nerife (str.), Tosa Maru (str.), 
Prometheus le Cey ylon (str), Shanghai (str.). 
Moyune (3tr.) 

Por Sax nanctsco.—Heathbank, 
China (str ). 

For Breuen.—Prinz Heinrich (str.). 

For Magsgi. Le3.—Salazie (str.). 

For’ V ancouvrE.—Empressagf ave che ). 


Dorie (atr.), 


